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Kentucky  Straight  Bourbon  Whiskey 

80  proof:  a product  of  Daviess  County  Distilling  Co 

Owensboro,  Kentucky 


Daviess  County, ; 

_ welcomes 


Legion 


T 

Aak 


.ake  home  this  lasting  momento  of  your 
1981  American  Legion  Convention  in  beautiful 
Hawaii.  A permanent  and  inspiring  reminder 
of  good  fellowship,  this  one-of-a-kind  collector 
decanter  is  made  of  genuine  Hurstbourne 
China  with  24  kt.  gold  leaf.  After  the  conven- 
tion, the  mold  will  be  destroyed,  making  it  a 
true  collector’s  item.  Each  decanter  is  filled 
with  famous  Daviess  County  Bourbon,  made 
by  the  original  family  for- 
mula. Take  home  this  remin- 
der of  your  great  organiza- 
tion’s 63rd  Annual  Conven- 
tion and  America’s  50th  state 
permanently  commemorated 
in  this  beautiful  Hawaii  De- 
canter for  your  personal  col- 
lection. Take  home  the  mem- 
ory of  famous  Daviess  County 
Bourbon . . . Kentucky’s  finest. 

Daviess 


County 
Dourbon 


Collectors  Series 
Limited  Edition 


FOR  GOD  AND  COUNTRY 


WE  ASSOCIATE  OURSELVES  TOGETHER 
EOR  THE  FOLLOWING  PURPOSES 

To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America;  to 
laintain  law  and  order;  to  foster  and  perpetuate  a one  hundred  percent  Americanism; 
to  preserve  the  memories  and  incidents  of  our  associations  in  the  threat  Wars;  to 
inculcate  a sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the  community,  state  and  nation; 
to  combat  the  autocracy  of  both  the  classes  and  the  masses;  to  make  right  the 
master  of  might;  to  promote  peace  and  good  will  on  earth;  to  safeguard 
and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of  justice,  freedom  and 
democracy;  to  consecrate  and  sanctify  our  comradeship 


SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
10th  National  Convention 


by  our  devotion  to  mutual 
helpfulness. 


AMERICAN  LEGION 
AUXILIARY 
61st 

National  Convention 


LA  BOUTIQUE 
DES  HUIT  CHAPEAUX 
ET  QUARANTE  FEMMES 
60th 

Marche  Nationale 


63rd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Aug.  28  to  Sept.  3, 1981  • Honolulu,  Hawaii 


i 


The  American  Legion  1981 
Honolulu  Convention  Program 

INDEX 


v 


Page 


Airline  Information 88 

Annual  Reports  88 

Auxiliary  Program 52 

Board  of  Directors, 

Convention  Corporation  of  Hawaii 31 

Business  Sessions,  The 

American  Legion 38 

Church  Directory 61 

Commission  and  Committee  Meetings 22 

Convention  Commission 21 

Convention  Committee  Meetings  24 

Convention  Corporation 

Committee  Chairmen 50 

Directory,  Delegation  Hotels 18 

Distinguished  Guests 41 

Distinguished  Service 

Medal  Recipients 45 

8 et  40  Program 65 


Page 


In  Case  Of  Fire 15 

Military  Project  Officers 81 

Officers,  Convention  Corporation 

of  Hawaii 30 

Parade  Information  82 

Past  National  Commanders 44 

Patriotic  Religious  Service  32 

Regional  Leadership  Seminars  16 

Registration,  Information 

and  Tickets  4 

Reunions  and  Dinners 14 

S.A.L.  Convention  Program 70 

Standing  Rules  of  Convention 36 

Team  “81”  Commanders 25 

Youth  Leaders 48 


' NATIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE 


AMERICAN  LEGION 


ABOUT  THE  COVER:  The  cover  of  this  year's  prog- 
ram of  the  National  Convention  of  The  American  Leg- 
ion portrays  a blend  of  hath  the  history  and  the  atmos- 
phere of  Hawaii.  The  patterns  of  the  flags  of  Hawaii 
and  The  United  States  are  blended  just  as  Hawaii's 
people  have  become  blended  with  alt  Americans . The 
Hawaiian  warrior  is  Ka  me  ha  me  ha,  the  Great , the 
wise  and  courageous  Polynesian  king  who  unified  all 
the  islands  into  a single  kingdom.  The  rainbow,  of 
course,  is  a blend  of  Hawaiian  sunshine  and  her  gen- 
tle rainfall,  commonly  seen  over  the  great  valleys  that 
back  up  the  City  of  Honolulu.  Diamond  Head  is  that 
solemn  extinct  volcanic  cinder  cone  which  stands 
guard  over  the  south  end  of  Waikiki  Beach.  Finally, 
above  all  is  the  blue  Hawaiian  sky,  washed  by  fleecy 
clouds,  the  trademark  symbol  of  Hawaii' s benevolent 
climate. 

The  artist,  Jonelle  Gillette,  is  a native  of  Seattle, 
Washington , who  has  lived  in  Hawaii  since  1969.  She 
studied  A rt  at  the  University  of  Washington  and  at  the 
University  of  Hawaii  and  she  holds  a degree  of  Master 
of  Fine  Arts.  A busy  graphic  artist,  she  is  also  an 
instructor  in  Art  at  Chaminade  University. 
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National  Commander’s  Message  of  Welcome 


to  Delegates  and  Guests 


63rd  Annual  National  Convention 


Aloha! 

Welcome  to  the  50th  state  and  to  the  63rd  Annual  Convention 
of  The  American  Legion. 

It  has  been  a momentous  year  in  this  nation’s  history  since  our 
convention  in  Boston  and  many  important  changes  have  taken 
place.  Our  hostages  have  returned  home  from  Iran,  there  is  a new 
administration  in  the  White  House,  and  the  Space  Shuttle  has 
rekindled  international  respect  for  American  ingenuity  and 
technology.  But  the  most  important  change  in  this  country  in  the 
past  year  is  not  something  that  you  are  likely  to  read  about  in 
history  books.  That  change,  my  fellow  Legionnaires,  is  the  re- 
birth of  good-old-fashioned  patriotism. 


Once  suspected  of  being  a dead  issue  in  the  United  States, 
patriotism  has  been  revived  from  a long  and  fitful  sleep.  Some 
claim  that  it  is  a result  of  the  crisis  in  Iran.  Others  claim  it  is  a 
reaction  to  increased  Soviet  intervention  and  aggression.  But, 
whatever  the  reason,  it  is  alive  and  well  and  growing  in  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  the  American  public. 

The  Legion,  of  course,  has  been  at  the  forefront  of  this  new 
patriotism,  and  our  activities  this  year  are  testimony  to  this  fact. 
For  example,  on  March  16  in  Washington,  I met  with  Vietnam 
veterans  from  every  state  of  the  Union  to  discuss  the  future  and 
what  it  portends.  We  were  joined  by  many  distinguished  citizens 
from  all  walks  of  life  and  I must  say  the  outcome  was  extremely 
encouraging.  A short  time  later  at  Arlington  National  Cemetery 
we  presented  The  American  Legion’s  Distinguished  Service 
Medal  on  behalf  of  all  of  the  dead  and  missing  from  the  Vietnam 
War.  Then,  on  National  Vietnam  Veterans  Recognition  Day,  the 
Legion  met  on  the  site  of  the  proposed  Vietnam  Veterans  Memo- 
rial in  Washington  and  pledged  our  support  to  raise  private  funds 
for  its  construction. 

I can  testify  to  the  acts  of  thousands  of  individuals  in  the  Legion 
who  are  bringing  patriotism  back  into  the  lives  of  others  through 
their  volunteer  work  in  national  Legion  programs  which  were 
designed  with  that  purpose  in  mind.  Through  the  Americanism 
and  youth  oriented  activities  men,  women  and  children  are  gain- 
ing a new  sense  of  what  America  is  all  about  and  the  message  is 


MICHAEL  J.  KOGUTEK 

National  Commander 


clear  . . . The  United  States  is  something  to  be  proud  of  and 
citizenship  in  this  glorious  country  is  a sacred  trust. 

We  in  the  Legion  should  be  overjoyed  that  the  rest  of  the  nation 
has  finally  begun  to  comprehend  what  we  have  been  saying  for 
years;  that  we  in  this  country  are  truly  blessed.  It  behooves  all  of 
us  to  broadcast  to  the  world  that  we  are  proud  to  be  Americans. 

As  we  proceed  with  our  deliberations  at  this  convention,  let  us 
ever  keep  in  mind  that  The  American  Legion  means  business  and 
that  our  business  is  America.  “God  bless  all  of  you.’’ 
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WHERE  TO  REGISTER 


AND  OBTAIN  INFORMATION 


Registration  and  Information  Booths  will  be  operated  in  Hon- 
olulu for  the  convenience  of  conventioneers . Y ou  may  register  for 
the  convention  at  a fee  of  $5.00  per  adult. 


Booths  will  be  located  — 

Adjacent  to  National  Headquarters  Office  in  the  Hilton 
Hawaiian  Village  Exhibit  Pavilion 

Hawaii  Ballroom  Foyer  Sheraton  Waikiki  Hotel 

Lobby  Hawaiian  Regent  Hotel 


Booths  will  operate  from  1:00  P.M.  - 5:00  P.M.  on  Thursday, 
August  27  and  daily  thereafter  from  9:00  A.M.  - 5:00  P.M.  until 
taken  out  of  service  at  the  direction  of  the  Convention  Corpora- 
tion. 


Additionally,  conventioneers  may  register  at  the  Convention 
Corporation  Office,  Suite  500,  1833  Kalakaua  Avenue. 

All  persons  (except  those  under  age  12)  are  to  be  reminded  that 
the  official  convention  badge  or  other  approved  credentials  are 
required  to  gain  entry  to  the  General  Convention  Sessions. 


“WE  HELP  AMERICA  WORK” 


vv,,,'n-;  f/oi  s/.; 
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GM  takes  a giant  step  forward  in  engine  control  technology. 


COMPUTER  COMMAND 


CONTROL 


FOR  1981 
GMCARS 


From  now  on  you’ll 
activate  a computer 
when  you  step  on  the  gas. 

For  1981,  all  standard  and  most 
optional  gasoline  engines*  from 
Chevrolet,  Pontiac,  Oldsmobile, 
Buick  and  Cadillac  will  have 
GM’s  new  Computer  Command 
Control  system. 

It  allows  GM  to  achieve  the 
highest  Corporate  Average  Fuel 
Economy  (CAFE)  in  GM  history, 
while  also  reducing  automobile 
exhaust  emissions  to  the  lowest 
in  GM  history.  CAFE,  as  you 
probably  know,  is  the  federal 
government’s  measure  of  a car 
company’s  overall  annual  fuel 
economy. 

Brain  Power  Plus. 

In  its  simplest  form,  a solid-state 
electronic  control  module  (ECM) 
monitors  oxygen  in  the  exhaust, 
engine  speed  and  engine  coolant 
temperature  through  three  highly 
specialized  sensors. 

*GM-built  engines  are  produced  by 
various  divisions.  Ask  your  dealer  for 
details. 


Digital  Dexterity. 

Analyzing  this  information  at 
thousands  of  calculations  per 
second,  it  then  adjusts  the 
air/fuel  mixture  in  the  carburetor 
(or  fuel-injection  system  in  some 
models)  to  optimize  combustion. 
The  exhaust  gases  then  pass 
through  GM’s  new  dual-bed  cata- 
lytic converter  to  be  cleaned  up 
before  entering  the  atmosphere 
— mostly  as  water  vapor  and 
harmless  C02- 

Space  Age  Reliability. 

Computer  Command  Control  is 
built  by  our  Delco  Electronics 
Division,  the  same  people  who 
build  inertial  guidance  naviga- 
tion systems  for  many  of  today’s 
jetliners.  And  it  has  been  tested 
over  millions  of  miles  of  both  on- 
highway  and  test-track  evalua- 
tion. In  fact,  Computer  Command 
Control,  together  with  the  rest  of 
the  emissions  control  system,  is 
covered  by  a 5-year/ 50,000-mile 
warranty.  Ask  your  GM  dealer  for 
details. 


Chevrolet*  Pontiac 
Oldsmobile -Buick 
Cadillac 


It  can 

talk  to  you,  too. 

Even  the  most 
reliable  of  sys- 
tems can  some- 
times require 
service.  So  just 
in  case,  Com- 
puter Command 
Control  is  pro- 
grammed to  tell 
you  if  something 
needs  attention. 

First,  an  indi- 
cator light  on  the 
instrument  panel 
tells  you  to 
“check  engine.”  But  that’s  not  all. 
One  of  the  most  dramatic  fea- 
tures of  the  system  is  its  ability 
to  send  a coded  message  to  your 
service  technician  indicating 
which  circuit  in  the  system  to 
check. 


Designing  and  engineering 
cars  for  a changing  world. 


Important  benefits. 

In  this  day  of  greater  concern  for 
the  world  we  live  in,  plus  the  real- 
ity of  our  dwindling  natural  re- 
sources, we  think  Computer 
Command  Control  offers  solid 
proof  of  our  ongoing  commit- 
ment to  design  and  build  cars  for 
a changing  world. 

Quite  simply,  the  system  helps 
us  clean  the  air  while 
giving  good  fuel 
economy. 
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The  „ 
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Department 


Commander 


Dear  Legionnaire  extend  our  W*„al  Conven- 
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ThlS,1L  On  The  American  hegion^  ^ and  please 
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tion,  111  . c home.  . provide 
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you  with  everything  y u has  some  ling  metropoU  ■ £ul 

a Convention  City, . has  become  a ^ Islands  which 

the  world-  ™ most  precious  Neig 

and' tranquil-  heritage  „U1  he  Panted  - 
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i^^^se  ethnic  bach- 
;dro°id8saStr0n°“  come  int.  curdle 

1"  «“£t  ” ^^heg^naires  «eh  ^ appreciation. 

us  what  «e  ^ extend  to  you  °^  hJall  of  you- 

^"a  hou.  Welcome  and  ^ 

;My 
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Going  to 
Bailor 

Americas 

Youth. 


American  Legion  Baseball  has  given  thousands 
of  young  people  the  opportunity  to  learn  the 
values  of  fair  play  and  excellence  in  athletic 
competition.  Over  60%  of  todays  major  leaguers 
are  graduates  of  the  program. 

The  American  Legion  has  supported  our 
youth  in  many  other  ways  too.  American 
Education  Week,  Boys  State,  the  National 
High  School  Oratorical  Contest  and  the 
American  Academy  of  Achievement  are 
just  a few  of  the  ways  Legionnaires  have 
gotten  involved. 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
California  applauds  the  American  Legion 
for  this  commitment.  And  we  thank  you  for 
allowing  us  to  serve  your  group  insurance 
needs  over  the  past  22  years. 

Occidental  Life 

A Transamerica  Company 


T 
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Underwriters  of  the 
American  Legion 
Life  Insurance  Plan 
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MAYOR’S  MESSAGE 


On  behalf  of  all  the  people  of  the  City  and  County  of  Honolulu,  it  is 
a great  pleasure  to  extend  warm  greetings  and  aloha  to  the  American 
Legion  on  the  occasion  of  its  63rd  Annual  National  Convention. 

We  are  honored  that  you  have  selected  Honolulu  for  the  site  of  your 
convention  this  year.  That  this  is  your  second  annual  convention  to 
be  held  here,  the  first  having  been  held  in  1973,  makes  this  a special 
honor.  It  is  a tribute  to  our  people  and  to  our  convention  facilities. 

The  fact  that  there  will  be  about  30,000  participants  in  the  convention 
makes  it  one  of  the  largest  and  most  significant  conventions  to  be  held 
in  our  city.  We  are  well  aware  of  the  important  role  of  the  American 
Legion  in  watching  over  and  working  for  the  welfare  of  our  country. 

We  are  proud  of  the  about  2,000  Legionnaires  in  our  State,  and  we  join 
them  in  looking  forward  to  your  convention. 

May  it  again  be  a great  success  and  may  you  also  enjoy  our  many  unique 
natural  and  man-made  attractions . 


EILEEN  R.  ANDERSON,  Mayor 
City  and  County  of  Honolulu 
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Best  Wishes 

O 

for  your 
63rd  Annual 
Convention 

We  are  proud  to  be 
Group  insurers  of 
The  American  Legion 
National  Headquarters 
and  Departments. 


Gt5 


United  States  Headquarters 
Denver,  Colorado 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

COUNTY  OF  HONOLULU 

1455  S.  BERETANIA  STREET,  ROOM  305 
HONOLULU,  HAWAII  96814 


April  13,  1981 


The  American  Legionnaires 
c/o  Roger  H.  Coryell,  Public 
Relations 

250  South  Hotel  Street,  Rm.  202 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  96813 

Legionnairs  and  Guests: 

I offer  my  warmest  aloha  to  you  once  again  during  your  63rd  Annual 
Convention  in  Honolulu.  I am  sure  you  will  find  your  visit  to  our 
fair  city  to  be  as  warm  and  pleasant  as  you  have  found  it  to  be  in 
the  past. 

As  the  Fire  Chief,  I am  vitally  concerned  for  your  safety  and  well 
being  while  you  are  here.  Recent  disastrous  high  rise  hotel  fires 
have  spurred  us  to  review  and  improve  our  high  rise  inspection  and 
education  programs.  Your  stay  here  in  Honolulu  should  be  a little 
safer  because  of  our  efforts  in  these  areas . 

We  are  also  always  ready  to  respond  to  any  fire  or  emergency  that  may 
occur  anywhere  on  the  Island,  and  you  can  be  assured  that  our  finest 
services  will  be  given  to  you  at  any  hour  of  the  night  or  day. 

May  I wish  you  a successful  convention  and  an  enjoyable  visit  here. 


MELVIN  M.  NONAKA, 

Fire  Chief 

City  $ County  of  Honolulu 


police 


CITY  AND 


COUNTY 


OF 


HONOLU  lU 


AU  of  us  m l'a«alyQur  convention  sl“ands,  We  hope 

that  you  and  y . _ to  offer  • , 

attractions  Hawaii  has  ..  ~»morable 


Hawaii  has  ' ,{ul  and  memorable 

withbestwishesf0rasuccessfula 


convention . 


FRANCIS  KEff 
Chief  of  P°Uce 
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Display 

Your 

Colors 

with 

Pride! 


Don’t  let  worn  or 
faded  colors  spoil 
your  presentation. 

A complete  line  of  new  50-star  U.S. 
and  Post  colors,  outdoor  flag  sets 
and  accessories  are  available 
through  Emblem  Supply  Dept. 
PARADE  AND  INDOOR  DISPLAY  FLAGS 

(See  Pages  28-34  in  the 
1981  Emblem  Catalog.) 


Annin  & Co.  Verona,  N.J. 

Official  Flag  Supplier 


UNITED  STATES  LIFE, 

The  Underwriter 
Of  Your  American  Legion 
Life  Insurance  Plan 
For  over  23  years  in 
The  departments  of 
New  York  and  Puerto  Rico 
Wishes  The 
AMERICAN  LEGION 
a memorable 
Convention 


* 


Now,  you  can  purchase 
up  to  eight  units  of 
low  cost  decreasing 
term  life  insurance. 

A male,  under  age  30 
is  eligible  for  $92,000 
of  coverage. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  LIFE 

Insurance  Company  In  the  City  of  New  York 

A LM.IFE  COMPANY 


SACO  DIVISION 

MANUFACTURING  UNIFORMS  AND  CAPS  FOR 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  FOR  60  YEARS 

#2  Dekalb  Street,  Norristown,  PA  19404 
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REUNIONS  AND  DINNERS 


NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S  BANQUET 
FOR  DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Coral  Ballroom 

Tuesday,  September  1 - 7:30  P.M. 


HISTORIANS  AND 
FOUNDERS  LUNCHEON 

Ilikai  Hotel 
Pago  Pago  Room 

Saturday,  August  29  - 12:00  Noon 


NATIONAL  ORGANIZATION  OF  WORLD 
WAR  NURSES  REUNION 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Gold  Room  III 

Sunday,  August  30  - 10:30  A.M. 


EIGHT  AND  FORTY 

Princess  Kaiulani  Hotel 
Princess  & Cleghom  Rooms 
Installation  Dinner 

Wednesday,  September  2 - 7:00  P.M. 


FOUNDERS  MEETING 

Ilikai  Hotel 
Board  Room 

Saturday,  August  29  - following 
Historians  & Founders  Luncheon 


TWENTY  AND  FOUR 

Hawaiian  Regent  Hotel 
Meetings  - August  28 
Reception  - August  28  - 6:30  P.M 
Banquet  - August  28  - 7:30  P.M. 


FODPAL  BREAKFAST  MEETING 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Gold  Room  - Ocean  Tower 
Monday,  August  31  - 7:30  A.M. 


ANAVICUS 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans 
in  Canada 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Long  House 
Breakfast  Meeting 
Sunday,  August  30  - 7:30  A.M. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  COLLEGE 
CLASS  OF  1954 

Sheraton  Waikiki  Hotel 
Ewa  Room 
Breakfast 

Monday,  August  31  - 7:00  A.M. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
STATES  DINNER 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village 

Hawaii  Ballroom 

Monday,  August  31  - 8:00  P.M. 


PAST  COMMANDERS’  LUNCHEON 

Hawaiian  Regent  Hotel 
Hawaiian  Ballroom 
Reception  and  Luncheon 
Monday,  August  31  - 11:45  A.M. 
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FIRE  SAFETY 
IN  HOTELS 


Hotel  fires  and  how  to  survive  have  become  important  to  all  of 
us.  In  view  of  the  recent  mishaps  involving  hotel  fires  we  invite 
you  to  read  some  of  the  points  that  the  experts  have  deemed 
quite  important. 

1.  Check  the  exits.  Walk  down  the  corridors  to  locate  fire 
exits  near  your  room.  Count  the  doorways  or  the  steps  you 
need  to  take  between  your  door  and  the  exit.  Avoid  using 
the  elevators  in  case  of  a fire. 

2.  Check  your  room.  Know  the  layout.  This  could  be  the  best 
place  and  only  safe  place  in  the  event  of  a fire.  Put  your 
hotel  key  near  you  when  you  are  asleep.  Never  leave  your 
room  without  your  key.  Try  the  windows.  How  do  they 
open? 

Check  the  locks  on  your  door  for  operation.  Lookout  your 
window  to  determine  possible  escape  routes. 

3.  If  the  fire  is  in  your  room  report  it  to  the  Fire  Department. 
Try  to  put  the  fire  out  but  if  you  have  any  doubts  as  to  your 
ability  to  put  it  out  by  yourself  get  out  and  close  the  door 
behind  you.  Sound  the  alarm.  Awaken  others. 

4.  If  your  door  is  hot  or  smoke  is  dense  in  the  hallways,  stay  in 
your  room.  Open  the  window  slightly  to  vent  the  room  if 
there  is  smoke.  Let  someone  know  that  you  are  in  the 
room.  If  the  phone  works,  call  for  help.  If  your  bathroom 
has  a fan,  turn  it  on.  Fill  the  bath  tub  with  water.  The 
water  may  be  needed  to  combat  the  fire  and  smoke.  Put 
wet  towels  and  sheets  around  doors  and  cracks  if  smoke 
seeps  in.  Remember  that  you  can  use  the  ice  bucket  to  bail 
water.  If  your  room  becomes  untenable,  you  may  be 
forced  to  make  for  the  nearest  exit.  Keep  low  to  the  floor  to 
avoid  breathing  in  the  smoke. 

5.  Keep  cool.  Have  an  escape  plan  and  adapt  it  to  the 
emergency.  You  will  thus  increase  your  chance  of  survi- 
val. Your  life  and  possibly,  the  lives  of  others  depends 
upon  your  actions  or  inaction. 


THE  MILITARY  SHOP  OF  HAWAII 

OPEN  DAILY  - 10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 

The  Military  Shop  of  Hawaii  contains  a mind- 
boggling  assortment  of  paraphernalia  from  all 
the  armed  services  of  the  United  States  and 
other  nations  of  the  world.  Uniforms,  patches, 
hats,  helmets,  and  insignia  of  all  types  are 
available  in  this  tremendous  collection.  Lo- 
cated within  walking  distance  of  your  hotel. 

Free  Catalog  Available 


THE  MILITARY  SHOP 
OF  HAWAII,  INC. 


1921  Kalakaua  Avenue 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  96815 
Phone:  (808)  942-3414 


CONTINUED  SUCCESS 

to 

THE 

AMERICAN  LEGION 

from 

LANCASTER  UNIFORM 
CAP  CO.,  INC. 

Los  Angeles,  California 
CARL  FIGOTEN,  President 

Life  Member 
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1981  REGIONAL 
LEADERSHIP  SEMINARS 


The  American  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
invite  you  to  attend 
a 1981  Leadership  Seminar 
in  your  region 
to 

learn  about  and  participate  in 
our  programs. 

Seminars  will  cover 

Americanism,  Children  & Youth,  Economics, 
National  Security  and  Foreign  Relations, 
Legislative,  Membership,  Public  Relations  and 
Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation. 


Region  #8 

September  11-13,  1981 
Colonial  Inn  (Best  Western) 
Helena,  Montana 
Departments: 

Alaska 

Idaho 

Montana 

Oregon 

Washington 

Wyoming 


Region  #3 

September  11-13,  1981 
Myrtle  Beach  Hilton 
Myrtle  Beach,  South  Carolina 
Departments: 

Alabama 

Florida 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Tennessee 


Region  #1 

September  18-20,  1981 
Samoset  Resort 
Rockport,  Maine 
Departments: 

Connecticut 

Maine 

Massachusetts 
New  Hampshire 
Rhode  Island 
Vermont 

Region  #7 

September  25-27,  1981 
Hilton  Inn 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 
Departments: 

Arizona 

California 

Colorado 

Hawaii 

Nevada 

New  Mexico 

Utah 


Region  #6 

September  18-20,  1981 
Ramada  Inn  Downtown 
Topeka,  Kansas 
Departments: 

Iowa 
Kansas 
Minnesota 
Nebraska 
North  Dakota 
South  Dakota 

Region  #5 

September  25-27,  1981 
Grand  Rapids  Marriott 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 
Departments: 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Michigan 

Missouri 

Ohio 

Wisconsin 


Region  #2 

October  2-4,  1981 
Quality  Inn  — Fort  Margruder 
Williamsburg,  Virginia 
Departments: 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 
Maryland 
New  Jersey 
New  York 
Pennsylvania 
Virginia 
West  Virginia 


Region  #4 

October  2-4,  1981 

Jackson,  Mississippi 

Departments: 

Arkansas 

Louisiana 

Mississippi 

Oklahoma 

Texas 


Registration  Fee  $5.00  Per  Person. 

For  Registration  and  Information  Contact  Your 
Department  Adjutant  or  Secretary. 
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Chicago  ’82 


PRE  AND  POST  CONVENTION 
VACATIONS  EXCLUSIVELY 
FOR  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
AND  THEIR  FAMILIES!! 

Visit  the  heartland  of  America  for  the  64th  National 
Convention  and  treat  yourself  to  a vacation  as  well. 
Travel  with  family  and  friends  in  modem  and  comfort- 
able motorcoaches  - an  energy  efficient  way  to  see 
the  U.S.A. 


Choose  from  8 Special  American  Legion  vacations  that  include:  Quality  hotels,  sightseeing,  many 
meals,  special  features,  and  deluxe  motorcoach  transportation.  All  vacations  are  completely  and 
professionally  escorted  and  offered  by  one  of  the  Oldest  and  Finest  American  Tour  Operators  - 
FORLOW  TOURS. 


'A' Mini  1982  World’s  Fair  - Knoxville,  Berea 
College,  Kentucky  Horse  Park 
'A' Colonial  Williamsburg  - Shenandoah  Nation- 
al Park,  Monticello,  Mt.  Vernon,  Nation’s  Capitol 
^ Colorado  - Garden  of  the  Gods,  Pike’s  Peak, 
Royal  Gorge 

'A'Ozarks  - Hillbilly  Jamboree,  Silver  Dollar  City, 
Passion  Play,  Lake  of  the  Ozarks  cruise 


'A' Florida  Carousel  - St.  Augustine,  Walt  Disney 
World,  Cypress  Gardens,  Silver  Springs 
^Nashville  - Grand  Ole  Opryland  USA,  Country 
Music  Hall  of  Fame 

'A'Smoky  Mts.  & 82  W.F.  - Nashville,  Smokies, 
Kentucky  Horse  Center,  Berea  College,  Knoxville 
World’s  Fair 

Mackinac  Island  - Bay  City,  Lake  Huron,  Old 
Ft.  Mackinac 


ATTENTIONrSpecial  offer  for  Post,  District  and  Division  Com- 
manders. Allow  us  to  assist  you  in  providing  private  motorcoach, 
air  or  rail  transportation  from  your  home  base  to  the  Chicago 
Convention  and  back  home  -for  groups  of  10  or  more.  Phone 
collect  to  find  out  how  you  and  your  members  can  benefit  by 
special  group  discounts. 


For  further  information  and  tentative  reservations,  with  no  obligation  send  coupon  to: 


Send  to:  Wayfarer’s  World 

A Div.  of  Rex  Travel 
American  Legion  Tours 
One  North  LaSalle  St. 

Chicago,  II.  60602 
(312)641-6633 

Please  send  me  dates,  itinerary  and  prices  for  the  following  American  Legion  Tour(s). 

□  Name  

□  Post - 

□  Address  

□  City, State, Zip  

□ We  have  a possible  group  of  Tele. No. * 

passengers.  Please  contact  us. 
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DIRECTORY  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Exhibit  Pavilion 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
2005  Kalia  Road 
944-3015 

CONVENTION  CORPORATION  HEADQUARTERS 
1833  Kalakaua  Avenue  — 5th  Floor 
941-3013 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
2005  Kalia  Road 
949-4321 

SESSIONS: 

Coral  Ballroom 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 

NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  STAFF 
Inn  on  the  Park 
1920  Ala  Moana 
949-4722 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY  HEADQUAR- 
TERS HOTEL 

Sheraton  Waikiki  Hotel 
2255  Kalakaua  Avenue 
922-4422 

SESSIONS: 

Hawaii  Ballroom 
Sheraton  Waikiki  Hotel 

EIGHT  & FORTY  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 
Princess  Kaiulani  Hotel 
120  Kaiulani  Avenue 
922-5811 

SESSIONS: 

Princess  Room 
Princess  Kaiulani  Hotel 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PHOTOGRAPHER 
1833  Kalakaua  Avenue  — 5th  Floor 
941-3013 


OFFICIAL  DELEGATION  HOTELS 


ALABAMA: 

Cinerama  Edgewater  Hotel 
2168  Kalia  Avenue 
922-6424 
(Adjutant) 

ALASKA: 

Waikiki  Resort  Hotel 
2460  Koa  Avenue 

922- 4911 

(Floyd  R.  Johnson  — Adjutant) 

ARIZONA: 

Royal  Hawaiian  Hotel 
2259  Kalakaua  Avenue 

923- 7311 

(Bryant  B.  Barron  — Adjutant) 

ARKANSAS: 

Princess  Kaiulani  Hotel 
120  Kaiulani  Avenue 
922-5811 

(Arthur  R.  Cross,  Jr.  — Adjutant) 

CALIFORNIA: 

Princess  Kaiulani  Hotel 
120  Kaiulani  Avenue 
922-5811 

(Donald  J.  Michalske  — Adjutant) 


CANADA: 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
2005  Kalia  Road 
949-4321 

(Raymond  E.  LeBrun  — Adjutant) 

COLORADO: 

Hotel  Miramar 
2345  Kuhio  Avenue 

922- 2077 

(E.  Dean  Hunter  — Adjutant) 

CONNECTICUT: 

Waikiki  Outrigger  Hotel 
2335  Kalakaua  Avenue 

923- 0711 

(Hugh  C.  Graham  — Adjutant) 

DELAWARE: 

Waikikian  Hotel 
1811  Ala  Moana 
949-5331 

(Garland  D.  Bloods  worth  — Adjutant) 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA: 

Hawaiian  Regent  Hotel 
2552  Kalakaua  Avenue 
922-6611 

(H.  Victor  Con  well  — Adjutant) 
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FLORIDA: 

Sheraton  Waikiki  Hotel 
2255  Kalakaua  Avenue 

922- 4422 

(Dyke  Shannon  — Adjutant) 

FRANCE: 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
2005  Kalia  Road 
949-4321 

(Kenneth  E.  Johnson  — Adjutant) 

GEORGIA: 

Cinerama  Reef  Tower  Hotel 
227  Lewers  Street 

923- 3111 

(George  E.  Osborne  — Adjutant) 

HAWAII: 

Inn  on  the  Park  Hotel 
1920  Ala  Moana 
949-4722 

(Henry  S.P.  Wong  — Adjutant) 

IDAHO: 

Waikiki  Resort  Hotel 
2460  Koa  Avenue 
922-4911 

(Marion  P.  Johnson  — Adjutant) 

ILLINOIS: 

Sheraton  Waikiki  Hotel 
2255  Kalakaua  Avenue 
922-4422 

(Vincent  A.  Sanzotta  — Adjutant) 

INDIANA: 

Hyatt  Regency  Waikiki  Hotel 
2424  Kalakaua  Avenue 
922-9292 

(George  S.  Wilkerson  — Adjutant) 


IOWA: 

Princess  Kaiulani  Hotel 
120  Kaiulani  Avenue 
922-5811 

(John  B.  Brokens  — Adjutant) 


ITALY: 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
2005  Kailia  Road 
949-4321 

(John  J.  Fomacca  — Adjutant) 


KANSAS: 

Moana  Hotel 

2353  Kalakaua  Avenue 

922- 3111 

(Floyd  J.  Rogers  — Adjutant) 

KENTUCKY: 

Waikiki  Surf  Hotel 
2200  Kuhio  Avenue 

923- 7671 

(Kenneth  W.  Hart  — Adjutant) 

LOUISIANA: 

Holiday  Inn  Waikiki  Beach 
2570  Kalakaua  Avenue 
922-2511 

(James  E.  Tripp  — Adjutant) 

MAINE: 

Hawaiian  Regent  Hotel 
2552  Kalakaua  Avenue 
922-6611 

(Daniel  Lambert  — Adjutant) 

MARYLAND: 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
2005  Kalia  Road 
949-4321 

(Daniel  H.  Burkhardt  — Adjutant) 


MASSACHUSETTS: 

Outrigger  Surf  Hotel 
2280  Kuhio  Avenue 
922-5777 

(John  P.  Swift  — Adjutant) 

MEXICO: 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
2005  Kalia  Road 
949-4321 

(Joseph  P.  Weingarten  — Adjutant) 

MICHIGAN: 

Pacific  Beach  Hotel 
2490  Kalakaua  Avenue 
922-1233 

(F.  Gerrit  Veldman  — Adjutant) 

MINNESOTA: 

Ilikai  Hotel 
1777  Ala  Moana 
949-3811 

(Charles  Ferguson  — Adjutant) 

MISSISSIPPI: 

Waikiki  Beachcomber  Hotel 
2300  Kalakaua  Avenue 
922-464 6 

(Martin  O.  Blanchard  — Adjutant) 


The  Hilton  Hawaiian  Village,  national  headquarters  hotel  for  the  63rd  Annual  National 
Convention,  fronts  on  beautiful  Waikiki  Beach.  The  tall  building  at  the  left  is  the 
Rainbow  Tower.  The  white  roofed  rectangular  building  to  the  right  of  the  tower  and 
near  the  center  of  the  picture  houses  the  national  headquarters  offices  and  the  Coral 
Ballroom  where  sessions  of  the  convention  proper  will  be  conducted,  and  buildings  in 
the  right  foreground  contain  guest  accommodations  of  the  Hilton  Hawaiian  Village,  as 

does  the  Rainbow  Tower. 
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MISSOURI: 

Cinerama  Reef  Hotel 
2169  Kalia  Road 
923-3 1 I 1 

(Lloyd  E.  “Ed"  Johnson  — Adjutant) 

MONTANA: 

Ambassador  Hotel 
2040  Kuhio  Avenue 
941-7777 

(Hugh  "Tony"  Cumming  — Adjutant) 

NEBRASKA: 

Prince  Kuhio  Hotel 
2500  Kuhio  Avenue 
922-08 1 1 

(Duane  Bokemper  — Adjutant) 

NEVADA: 

Prince  Kuhio  Hotel 
2500  Kuhio  Avenue 
922-08 1 1 

(Chester  L.  Perkins  — Adjutant) 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE: 

Ala  Moana-Americana  Hotel 
410  Atkinson  Drive 
955-4811 

(Hubert  S.  O’Neil  — Adjutant) 

NEW  JERSEY: 

Outrigger  West  Hotel 
2330  Kuhio  Avenue 
922-5022 

(Robert  W.  Field  — Adjutant) 

NEW  MEXICO: 

Coral  Reef  Hotel 
2299  Kuhio  Avenue 
922-1262 

(L.  A.  “Tony”  Santillanes  — Adjutant) 

NEW  YORK: 

Hawaiian  Regent  Hotel 
2552  Kalakaua  Avenue 

922- 6611 

(Leonard  E.  Baxter  — Adjutant) 

NORTH  CAROLINA: 

Waikiki  Village  Hotel 
240  Lewers  Street 

923- 3881 

(C.  Keith  Sink  — Adjutant) 

NORTH  DAKOTA: 

Royal  Hawaiian  Hotel 
2259  Kalakaua  Avenue 
923-7311 

(Vernon  Useldinger  — Adjutant) 


OHIO: 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
2005  Kalia  Road 
949-4321 

(J.  P.  “Pat”  Hone  — Adjutant) 

OKLAHOMA: 

Cinerama  Reef  Hotel 
2169  Kalia  Road 
923-3 1 1 1 

(C.  J.  Wright,  Jr.  — Adjutant) 

OREGON: 

Queen  Kapiolani  Hotel 
150  Kapahula  Avenue 
922-1941 

(Ron  Dreeszen  — Adjutant) 

PANAMA: 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
2005  Kalia  Road 
949-4321 

(Richard  J.  Wilde  — Adjutant) 

PENNSYLVANIA: 

Hyatt  Regency  Waikiki  Hotel 
2424  Kalakaua  Avenue 
922-9292 

(Edward  T.  Hoak  — Adjutant) 

REPUBLIC  OF  THE  PHILIPPINES: 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
2005  Kalia  Road 
949-4321 

(Francisco  B.  Quesada  — Adjutant) 

PUERTO  RICO: 

Waikiki  Pacific  Isle  Hote 
1850  Ala  Moana 
955-1567 

(Edelmiro  Lopez  de  Victoria  — 
Adjutant) 

RHODE  ISLAND: 

(Louis  R.  J.  Malo  — Adjutant) 

SOUTH  CAROLINA: 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
2005  Kalia  Road 
949-4321 

(James  A.  Hamilton  — Adjutant) 

SOUTH  DAKOTA: 

Surfrider  Hotel 

2353  Kalakaua  Avenue 

922-3111 

(Maynard  L.  Hemp  — Adjutant) 


TENNESSEE: 

Pacific  Beach  Hotel 
2490  Kalakaua  Avenue 
922-1233 

(Barney  W.  Greene  — Adjutant) 

TEXAS: 

Ilikai  Hotel 
1777  Ala  Moana 
949-38 1 1 

(W.  H.  McGregor — Adjutant) 

UTAH: 

Holiday  Inn-Makai  Waikiki 
2045  Kalakaua  Avenue 
955-6363 

(Dean  C.  Hall  — Adjutant) 

VERMONT: 

Ala  Moana-Americana  Hotel 
410  Atkinson  Drive 
955-48 1 1 

(Charles  L.  Potts  — Adjutant) 

VIRGINIA: 

Hawaiian  Regent  Hotel 
2552  Kalakaua  Avenue 
922-6611 

(Philip  D.  Grimm  — Adjutant) 

WASHINGTON: 

Ala  Moana-Americana  Hotel 
410  Atkinson  Drive 
955-48 1 1 

(W.  H.  “Bill”  Dunn  — Adjutant) 

WEST  VIRGINIA: 

Surfrider  Hotel 

2353  Kalakaua  Avenue 

922-3111 

(Robert  E.  Vass,  Sr.  — Adjutant) 

WISCONSIN: 

Sheraton  Waikiki  Hotel 
2255  Kalakaua  Avenue 

922- 4422 

(Rick  Barnett  — Adjutant) 

WYOMING: 

Park  Shore  Hotel 
1 10  Kapahula  Avenue 

923- 0411 

(E.  M.  “Gene”  Hirsch  — Adjutant) 
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Harry  K.  Stinger 


H.  Vincent  Strout 

Ex-officio 


C.  J.  Wright 
Advisory 


William  C. 
Sweeney 


Daniel  R. 
O'Sullivan 
Consultant 


Frank  C. 

Bottigliero 

Liaison 


Maurice  E.  Druhl 
Chairman 
Distinguished 
Guests 


Tony  Amodeo 


Leo  P.  Burke 
Liaison 


Cleo  T.  Martin 


Frank  J.  Specht 
Consultant 


Glenn  R.  Green 


The  1981 

National 

Convention 

Commission 


H.  Gordon 
Burleigh 


\ * ' 

Libert  J.  Pakele,  Jr. 
Liaison 


Leon  M.  Jackson 
Chairman 
Contest 
Supervisory 


Edward  Sharkey 


Donald  R. 

Schroedel 

Liaison 


William  H.  Miller 
National 
Convention 
Director 


Wendell  G. 
Williams 
National 
Commander’s 
Representative 


George  E.  Osborne 
Advisory 


W.  D.  Harrell 
Chairman 
Liaison 


Charles  W. 

Ferguson 

Advisory 


Dr.  Stacy  A.  Garner 


John  A.  Guirovich, 
Jr. 


Edwin  J. 
Schuitema 


Richard  H.  Klinge 
Vice  Chairman 


Eric  H.  Smith 
Chairman 
1913-1981 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  63rd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
MEETING  ROOM  ASSIGNMENTS 

STANDING  COMMISSIONS  AND  COMMITTEES 


Americanism  Commission: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

Coral  Ballroom  II 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  Daniel  J.  O’Conner 
Forest  Hills,  New  York 

Americanism  Screening  Committee: 

Aug.  28,  9:00  a.m. 

Gold  Room  I,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 

Commission  on  Children  & Youth: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

Coral  Ballroom  I 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  Eugene  V.  Lindquist 
Clairissa,  Minnesota 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee: 

Aug.  29  and  30,  9:00  a.m. 

Ti  Leaf  Room 

Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  William  W.  Greeman 
Batesville,  Indiana 

Convention  Commission: 

Aug.  29-September  3,  inclusive,  9:00  a.m. 
Board  Room,  Second  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  Eric  H.  Smith 
Glen  Ellyn,  Illinois 

Distinguished  Guest  Committee: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. -12  Noon 
Tapestry  Lounge 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
Chairman:  Maurice  E.  Druhl 
Beaverton,  Oregon 

Economic  Commission: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

Mynah-Nautilus  Room 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  Frank  A.  Kelly 
Savannah,  Georgia 


Economic  Screening  Committee: 

Aug.  28,  9:00  a.m. 

Gold  Room  III,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 

Emblem  Committee: 

Aug.  29  and  30,  9:00  a.m. 

Gold  Room  I,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  Clayton  C.  Schlick 
Osage,  Iowa 

Finance  Commission: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

Empire  Room  I,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  Churchill  T.  Williams 
Oelwein,  Iowa 

American  Legion  Life  Insurance  and 
Trust  Committee: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

Gold  Room  III,  Second  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  Harold  E.  Heinly 
Santa  Ana,  California 

Foreign  Relations  Commission: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

New  Zealand  Room,  2nd  Floor,  Main  Tower 
Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 

Four  (4)  Subcommittee  rooms: 

Molokai  Room,  Hilo  Room,  Kona  Room, 
Hailua  Room 

Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 
Chairman:  Dr.  Robert  P.  Foster 
Maryville,  Missouri 

Internal  Affairs  Commission: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

Beach  Club,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  James  P.  Dean 
Corinth,  Mississippi 

Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

Terrace  Lanai,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  Gary  W.  Sammons 
Ecorse,  Michigan 
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Legislative  Commission: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

Empire  Room  II,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  Keith  A.  Kruel 
Fennimore,  Wisconsin 

National  Security  Commission: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

Pacific  Ballroom,  Lobby  Level 
Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 
Chairman:  Roger  A.  Munson 
Mentor,  Ohio 

Public  Relations  Commission: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

Sea  Pearl  Room 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  William  M.  Detweiler 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Resolutions  Assignment  Committee: 

Aug.  28-Sept.  2,  inclusive,  9:00  a.m. 

National  Headquarters  Office,  Exhibit  Pavilion 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  Alex  M.  Geiger 
Gaston,  South  Carolina 


The  American  Legion  Magazine  Commission: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

Gold  Room  II,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  Milford  A.  Forrester 
Greenville,  South  Carolina 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Commission: 

Aug.  29,  9:00  a.m. 

Coral  Ballroom  IV 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  William  F.  Lenker 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Screening  Committee: 

Aug.  28,  9:00  a.m. 

Gold  Room  II,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 

The  Select  Committee  on  Special  Problems  of  the 
VA&R  Program: 

Aug.  28,  9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Board  Room,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 


NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Aug.  31,  4:00  p.m. 

Coral  Ballroom  IV,  Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
Chairman:  National  Commander  Michael  J.  Kogutek, 
Lackawanna,  New  York 


S.A.L. 

MEETINGS 

10th  Annual  Sons  of 

10th  Annual  Sons  of 

The  American  Legion  Convention 

The  American  Legion  Convention 

(Executive  Committee) 

(General  Sessions) 

Aug.  30,  1:00  p.m.,  Registration 

Aug.  31  and  Sept.  1,  9:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

Registration  area 

Long  House,  Adjacent  to  Main  Lobby 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 

Aug.  30,  3:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Empire  I,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 
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MEETINGS  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

The  following  Convention  Committees  will  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each  department.  Initial  meetings  of  Convention 
Committees  will  be  at  the  time  and  place  as  shown  below.  Subsequent  meetings  will  be  at  the  call  of  the  chairman. 

(All  Committee  and  Subcommittee  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel  unless  otherwise  indicated.) 
(Meetings  of  Convention  Committees  normally  will  be  closed  to  all  except  committee  members.) 


Americanism 

Aug.  30,  9:00  a.m. 

Coral  Ballroom  II 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
(Baseball  and  Recreation  Subcommittee) 

Aug.  30,  9:30  a.m. 

Tapestry  Lounge  (Outside  Coral  Ballroom) 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
(Education  and  Scholarship  Subcommittee) 

Aug.  30,  9:30  a.m. 

Tapestry  Lounge  (Outside  Coral  Ballroom) 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
(Immigration  and  Naturalization  Subcommittee) 
Aug.  30,  9:30  a.m. 

Tapestry  Lounge  (Outside  Coral  Ballroom) 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
(Counter-Subversive  Activities  Subcommittee) 
Aug.  30,  9:30  a.m. 

Tapestry  Lounge  (Outside  Coral  Ballroom) 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
(Youth  Activities  Subcommittee) 

August  30,  9:30  a.m. 

Coral  Ballroom  II 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 

Children  & Youth 

Aug.  30,  9:00  a.m. 

Coral  Ballroom  I 
Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 

Constitutional  Amendments 

Aug.  30,  9:00  a.m. 

Gold  Room  II,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 
Section  I & II 

(Credentials  and  Other  Internal  Matters) 

Aug.  30,  9:00  a.m. 

Beach  Club,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 
(Membership),  Section  III 
Aug.  30,  9:00  a.m. 

Terrace  Lanai,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 

Economic 

(Employment  and  Veterans  Preference) 

Aug.  30,  9:00  a.m. 

Mynah  Room 

Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
(Other  Economic  Matters) 

Aug.  30,  9:00  a.m. 

Nautilus  Room 

Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 

Finance 

Aug.  30,  9:00  a.m. 

Cathay  Room  (Off  Main  Lobby) 


Foreign  Relations 

Aug.  30,  9:00  a.m. 

New  Zealand  Room,  2nd  Floor,  Main  Tower 
Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 
Four  (4)  Subcommittee  Rooms 
Molokai  Room,  Hilo  Room,  Kona  Room  and 
Kailua  Room 

Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 

Legislation  and  Rules 

Aug.  30,  10:00  a.m. 

Empire  Room  n,  2nd  Floor,  Ocean  Tower 

National  Security  Committee  Joint  Meeting 

(Aerospace,  Defense  Civil  Preparedness, 

Merchant  Marine,  Military  Affairs,  Naval  Affairs, 

Law  and  Order) 

Aug.  30,  9:00  a.m.  to  10:00  a.m. 

Pacific  Ballroom,  Lobby  Level 
Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 
(Aerospace) 

Aug.  30,  10:00  a.m. 

Sidney  Room,  Lobby  Level,  Main  Tower 
Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 
(Defense  Civil  Preparedness) 

Aug.  30,  10:00  a.m. 

Melbourne  Room,  Lobby  Level,  Main  Tower 
Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 
(Merchant  Marine) 

Aug.  30,  10:00  a.m. 

Waikiki  Suite,  2nd  Foor,  Main  Tower 
Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 
(Military  Affairs) 

Aug.  30,  10:00  a.m. 

Pacific  Ballroom,  Lobby  Level,  Main  Tower 
Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 
(Naval  Affairs) 

Aug.  30,  10:00  a.m. 

Hana  Suite,  2nd  Floor,  Main  Tower 
Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 
(Law  and  Order) 

Aug.  30,  10:00  a.m. 

Kauai  Room,  2nd  Floor,  Main  Tower 
Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 
National  Security  Committees  Joint  Meeting 
Sept.  1,  9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  Noon 
Pacific  Ballroom,  Lobby  Level 
Ilikai  Hotel,  1771  Ala  Moana 
Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
(Claims  and  Rating)  (Hospitals  and  Medical  Services) 

Aug.  30,  9:00  a.m.  Aug.  30,  9:00  a.m. 

Coral  Ballroom  IV  Sea  Pearl  Room 

Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center  Mid-Pacific  Conference  Center 
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Congratulations  to  ’81 
“We  Help  America  Work” 
Commanders 


DISTRICT 


These  District  Commanders  qualified  for  ’8 1 ‘ ‘We  Help  America  Work  ’ ’ honors 
and  a $300.00  monetary  award  to  help  defray  the  cost  of  their  trip  to  the  1981 
National  Convention.  The  top  District  Commander  (the  one  whose  District 
showed  the  highest  percentage  of  Membership  gain)  in  each  of  five  categories 
automatically  qualified  as  a winner.  The  other  two  winners  in  each  category 
were  drawn  from  a container  holding  the  names  of  all  District  Commanders 
whose  Districts  surpassed  their  respective  1980  membership  totals  by  May  1, 
1981.  Competition  was  divided  into  categories  based  on  membership  of  the 
Districts  in  1980. 


CATEGORY  I 

J.  Albert  McNab,  District  2, 
South  Carolina 

Alvin  Hansen,  District  7, 

Utah 

Marshall  Helms,  District  3, 
North  Carolina 

CATEGORY  II 

Eldred  D.  Edgar,  District  17, 
Missouri 

Laverne  Martin,  District  2, 
Oregon 

Thomas  E.  Keith.  District  12, 
Wisconsin 

CATEGORY  III 

Robert  Shackett,  District  12, 
Florida 

Herbert  Levesque,  District  9, 
Massachusetts 

Donald  G.  Wondra,  District  4, 
Minnesota 


CATEGORY  IV 

Ralph  Sibbio,  District  8. 

Florida 

Richard  Paul,  District  8, 

Nebraska 

Richard  B.  Shreve,  District  17, 
Virginia 

CATEGORY  V 

Ernest  Stark,  District  10, 
Wisconsin 

Thomas  McHale,  District  10, 
Minnesota 

Eugene  J.  Hemmelgarn,  District  2. 
Ohio 


POST 


These  Post  Commanders  qualified  for  the  ’8 1 ‘ ‘We  Help  America  Work  ’ ' award 
by  leading  their  respective  Posts  to  a membership,  as  of  March  31,  1981,  which 
was  greater  than  any  year’s  membership  total  since  1960.  Their  names  were 
drawn  to  represent  approximately  1,350  Post  Commanders  who  recorded  this 
outstanding  achievement.  These  Post  Commanders  received  a $300.00  mone- 
tary award  to  help  defray  the  cost  of  their  trip  to  the  1981  National  Convention. 


Loy  Ledford,  Post  743, 
California 

Edward  Messer,  Post  160, 
Colorado 

Edward  L.  Buckley,  Post  2, 
Delaware 

William  H.  Taylor,  Post  135, 
Floiida 

Don  Aldrich,  Post  3, 

Idaho 

James  Coats,  Post  1979, 
Illinois 

Virgil  C.  Wenger.  Post  373, 
Kansas 

Stafford  Keith,  Post  120. 
Maryland 

David  Sayyae,  Post  409 
Michigan 

Richard  L.  Gilmore,  Post  618, 
Minnesota 

Eugene  M.  Tice.  Post  128, 
Mississippi 

Chestei  O.  Griffin,  Post  478 
Missouri 

Richard  Schwartz,  Post  28. 
Montana 


LeRoy  Schnepp.  Post  39, 
Nebraska 

Wilfred  R.  Betourne,  Post  34, 
New  Hampshire 

James  MacDonald,  Post  133, 
New  Jersey 

Elijah  Dowen,  Post  70, 

New  York 

Robert  Weiler,  Post  707, 

Ohio 

William  Doran,  Post  513, 
Pennsylvania 

Richard  Heintzman,  Post  270, 
South  Dakota 

Tom  Lopez,  Post  447, 

Texas 

William  D.  Thuiston,  Post  28, 
Virginia 

Wally  Tessier,  Post  162, 
Washington 

Edward  F.  Price,  Post  40. 
West  Virginia 

Carl  Huenink,  Post  412, 
Wisconsin 


DEPARTMENT 


5 GREAT 

REASONS 
TO  DINE 
TONIGEIT 
IN  WAIKIKI 


The  Captain’s  Galley 

MOANA  HOTEL. 
Luxurious  prime  rib  dinners  plus 
much  more,  on  an  oceanfront  lanai, 
within  sound  of  the  surf. 
PHONE:  922-3111 


Hanohano  Room 


SHERATON- WAIKIKI. 
Superb  dining,  beautiful  music  and 
dancing,  30  stories  above  Waikiki. 
PHONE:  922-4422 


Lotas  Moon 

PRINCESS  KAIULANI. 
Authentic  Mandarin-style 
delicacies  served  in  a traditional 
Oriental  atmosphere. 
PHONE:  922-5811 


Monarch  Room 

ROYAL  HAWAIIAN. 

Surf's  edge  dining  and 
hilarious  entertainment  featuring 
Hawaii  comic  Andy  Bumatai. 
PHONE:  923-7311 


The  Ship’s  Tavern 

SURFRIDER. 
European-style  service 
and  fresh  seafood 
specialties.  Oceanview. 
PHONE  922-3111 


Sheraton  Hotels  inWaikiki 


SHERATON  HOTELS  & INNS  WORLDWIDE 
PO  BOX  8559,  HONOLULU  HAWAII  96815  808  922-4777 


Department  Commanders  who  qualified  for  ’81  “We  Help  America  Work” 
honors  are  identified  among  those  whose  Department  achieved  100  points  or 
better  and  are  pictured  elsewhere  in  this  National  Convention  Program. 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


to  express  its  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  the  following  for  their 
contribution  toward  the  success  of  the 
63rd  Annual  National  Convention 


HAWAIIAN  ADVENTURE,  INC. 
HONOLULU  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
HONOLULU  PARKS  & RECREATION  DEPARTMENT 


HONOLULU  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

MEDLEY  DISTILLING  COMPANY 

SEAGRAM  DISTILLERS  COMPANY 

THE  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS 
HAWAII  STATE  CHAPTER 

CITY  & COUNTY  OF  HONULULU  DEPARTMENT  OF 
HEALTH  EMERGENCY  SERVICES 

OAHU  CIVIL  DEFENSE  AGENCY 
CITY  & COUNTY  OF  HONOLULU 


& 

& 

& 

& 


Q Q & Q ^ & 
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THE  PEOPLE  WHO  LIVE  IN  HAWAII 


In  Hawaii,  everybody  is  a member  of  an  ethnic  minority. 

That  makes  it  tough  to  practice  racial  discrimination  in  Hawaii, 
although  to  be  honest,  there  are  still  some  in  every  race  who  like  to 
try. 

The  everyday  resident  of  Hawaii  is  much  like  the  everyday 
resident  of  the  Mainland  United  States,— if  there  is  such  a person. 


Some  of  Hawaii’s  people  are  nice, — some  aren’t.  Some  are 
rich, — some  are  poor.  Some  are  fat, — some  are  thin.  Some  are 
snooty, — some  are  friendly.  Some  are  busy, — some  are  lazy. 

It’s  just  like  home. 

Most  visitors  say  they  like  the  People  of  Hawaii.  We  hope  you 
do  too. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawaii  have  a car  or  two,  send  their  kids  off  to 
school  every  morning — public,  private  or  parochial.  Mom  and 
Dad  work  hard  for  a living. 

It  is  expensive  to  live  in  Hawaii,  so  there  are  lots  of  working 
wives  and  mothers. 

Hamburgers,  hot  dogs,  soda  pop,  pop-corn,  movies,  TV, 
motorcycles,  roller  skates,  bikes,  and  rock  concerts  excite 
Hawaii’s  youth.  Beer,  bridge,  soap  operas,  the  PTA,  car  pools, 
traffic  jams,  taxes  and  hypertension  are  common  diversions  for 
their  parents. 

Hawaii’s  people  love  politics,  fresh  air,  Saturday  night,  girls  in 
bikinis,  Grandma,  and  a good  T-bone  steak;  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  their  ancestors  came  from  China,  Japan,  Korea,  The  United 
States,  The  Azores  Islands,  Australia,  The  Philippines,  Scotland, 
Germany,  Russia,  and  Samoa. 


- COUPON - 

Aloha  to  the 
American  Legion! 


Join  us  in  a factory- 
fu/i  of  fun  and  games! 


And  bring  in 
this  coupon 
for  two 
FREE  plays! 


Good  only  at  Kuhio  Mall, 
first  and  second  levels, 
behind  the  International  Marketplace. 

One  coupon  per  person  per  day. 

Void  after  Sept.  5,  1981. 


But  you’ll  never  know  if  you  don’t  meet  some. 
Take  a native  to  lunch. 


A MEDALLIC 

V\  art 

COMPANY 


MEDALISTS 
TO  THE 
AMERICAN 
LEGION 
SINCE 
1950 


MEDALLIC  ART  COMPANY 

OLD  RIDGEBURY  RD„  DANBURY.  CT  06810 


MEDALISTS  TO  AMERICA 
...  SINCE  1900 
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SEAGRAM'S  V.O.,  CANADIAN  WHISKY.  A BLEND.  6 YEARS  OLD.  86.8  PROOF.  SEAGRAM'S  7 CROWN.  AMERICAN  WHISKEY -A  BLEND.  80  PROOF.  SEAGRAM  DISTILLERS  COMPANY,  N.Y.C 
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The  American  Legion 
National  Convention  Corporation  of  Hawaii 
Officers,  Board  of  Directors  and  Executive  Committee 


Francis  K.  Tom 
President 


Wallace  C.  S.  Young 
Genera!  Convention  Chairman 


Orvel  T.  Shonk,  Jr. 
Vice  President 


G.  Gregory  DeKovic 
Secretary 


Wilbert  K.  S.  Chang 
Vice  President 


Reuben  S.  F.  Wong 
Legal  Counsel 


Clifford  Y.  F.  Lee 
Treasurer 


Thomas  A.  Twamley 
Ass’ t.  Treasurer 
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The  American  Legion 
National  Convention  Corporation  of  Hawaii 
Officers,  Board  of  Directors  and  Executive  Committee 


G.  L.  Crothers 


Donald  L.  Madsen 


Stanley  C.  Kennedy,  Jr. 


George  G.  Mason 


Eric  H.  Smith 


Richard  Post 


Daniel  F.  Sullivan 


Richard  H.  Klinge 


Dr.  Edward  Remington 


Edward  G.  Sullivan 


Solomon  Maunu 


Harold  T.  L.  Lum 


William  H.  Miller 


L.  Nord  Schwiebert 


William  C.  Sweeney,  Jr. 
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PATRIOTIC  RELIGIOUS  SERVICE 

CORAL  BALLROOM  lll-HILTON  HAWAIIAN  VILLAGE 
Sunday,  August  30,  1981-11:00  a.m. 


PRELUDE  — “God  of  our  Fathers” 

PROCESSIONAL  (audience  standing) 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORS 

(audience  standing) 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

(audience  standing) 

INVOCATION  (audience  standing) 

Mrs.  Bette  Sanders,  Department  Chaplain 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Hawaii 

CALL  TO  WORSHIP  (audience  standing) 

Rev.  Msgr.  George  F.  Rossbach 
Memorial  Service  Chairman 
The  American  Legion 

MUSICAL  SELECTION  — “Deep  are  the  Roots” 

St.  John  Apostle  and  Evangelist 
Church  Choir 

READING  OF  THE  HOLY  SCRIPTURES 

Psalm  23  by  Rabbi  Julius  J.  Nodel,  Rabbi  Emeritus 
Past  Department  Chaplain,  Department  of  Oregon  — 
The  American  Legion 

John  5:24-30  by  Rev.  Jerome  D.  Fortenberry,  C.M. 
Past  National  Chaplain,  The  American  Legion 

1 Thessalonians  4:13-17  by  Rev.  Clarence  Duff 
Commander,  Post  22,  Wahiawa,  HI,  The  American 

Legion 

2 Corinthians  5:  1,  6-10  by  Rev.  George  S.  M acres 
National  Chaplain,  The  American  Legion 

HYMN  (audience  standing) 

“Amazing  Grace!  How  Sweet  the  Sound” 

MEMORIAL  PRAYER 

Mrs.  Norman  Gilbert,  National  Chaplain 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

MUSICAL  SELECTION  — ‘ ‘Holy  God  We  Praise  Thy  Name” 
Choir 


MEMORIAL  MESSAGE 

Rev.  George  S.  M acres,  National  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 

HYMN  (audience  standing) 

“America” 

PLACING  OF  MEMORIAL  WREATHS  (audience 

standing) 

Michael  J.  Kogutek,  National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 

Robert  W.  Spanogle,  National  Adjutant 
The  American  Legion 

Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour,  National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Melvin  Junge,  National  Secretary 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Ronald  Aichholz,  Le  Chapeau  National 
Eight  and  Forty 

Mrs.  James  C.  Malone,  La  Secretaire  Caissiere 
Eight  and  Forty 

Donald  L.  Willson,  Commander 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

Joseph  A.  Paviglianti,  Adjutant 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

TAPS  (audience  standing) 

BENEDICTION  (audience  standing) 

Father  Gary  Gummersheimer,  Chaplain 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

RETIRE  THE  COLORS  (audience  standing) 

RECESSIONAL  (audience  standing) 

USHERS:  The  Homer  Gibbs  Circle 

#2480  — Columbian  Squires 

Pianist:  Mrs.  Kay  Sabog 

St.  John  Apostle  and  Evangelist  Church 

BUGLER:  Member  CINPAC  Band 

COLOR  GUARD:  CINPAC  Joint  Service  Color  Guard 


CONGRATULATIONS 

to 

The  American  Legion 

As  You  Meet  in  Honolulu , Hawaii 
for  your  63rd  Annual  National  Convention 


We  are  proud 


to  be 


Suppliers 


^ SEBt ^ 


Excellence  in  Embroidered  Emblems 


to 


The  American  Legion 


penn  emblem  co. 

10909  Dutton  Road 
Philadelphia.  Pennsylvania  19154 
(215)  632-7800 
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WAIKIKI 


We  are  not  talking  about  Waikiki  Beach.  It’s  a nice  beach,  but 
right  now,  that’s  not  what  we  are  talking  about.  We  are  talking 
about  everything  behind  the  beach. 

It  used  to  be  a narrow  strip  of  sand  and  coconut  trees  between 
the  ocean  and  a bunch  of  muddy-bottomed  duck  ponds.  Rich 
people  during  the  last  part  of  the  19th  century  used  to  have  beach 
houses  on  the  beach.  People  like  kings,  princesses,  and  business 
barons. 

A few  years  after  the  turn  of  the  century,  somebody  with 
foresight  built  the  Moana  Hotel  on  the  beach.  It  is  still  there,  and 
some  folks  won’t  stay  anywhere  else  when  they  come  to  Hawaii. 
Nostalgia  is  what  they  like,  and  Nostalgia  is  what  they  get  at  the 
Moana. 

Waikiki’s  big  boom  came  after  World  War  II,  and  especially 
with  Statehood.  Everybody  wanted  to  sink  a few  million  dollars 
into  a hotel.  Lots  of  them  did. 

Waikiki  is  bordered  by  the  Beach,  Kapiolani  Park,  and  the  Ala 
Wai.  The  Ala  Wai  is  the  drainage  canal  which  was  built  to  turn 
those  duck  ponds  into  some  of  the  most  expensive  real  estate  in 
the  world. 


There  are  zillions  of  high-rise  structures,  alive  with  every  kind 
of  entertainment  that  imagination  can  invent  to  amuse  the  mali- 
hini  visitor.  Things  to  eat,  things  to  look  at,  things  to  lust  after, 
things  to  listen  to,  things  to  send  home  to  Aunt  Agnes,  things  to 
put  on  your  head,  things  to  take  pictures  of,  things  so  cheap  you 
wouldn ’t  even  think  of  buying  them,  and  things  that  are  so  expen- 
sive, you  couldn’t  buy  them  if  you  wanted  to. 

Waikiki  is  geared  up  to  have  fun  in.  For  years,  Waikiki 
businessmen  have  been  figuring  out  what  people  want  to  be  able 
to  do  at  Waikiki,  and  giving  it  to  them.  They  haven’t  missed 
much. 

The  residents  of  Honolulu,  who  live  in  the  hills  and  valleys  and 
carry  on  ordinary  lives,  are  as  awed  by  Waikiki  as  visitors  from 
the  Mainland.  Waikiki  is  as  foreign  to  Mrs.  Smith  from  Manoa 
Valley  as  it  is  for  Mrs.  Smith  from  Atlanta.  The  only  difference  is 
that  Mrs.  Smith  from  Manoa  knows  that  Waikiki  is  not  typical 
Hawaii.  It  is  a big,  brassy,  good-natured,  loud,  yummy, 
crowded,  beautiful,  sparkling  place  to  have  fun. 

And  Hawaii’s  residents  go  there  for  laughs  and  soft  lights  just 
like  Mainlanders. 

But  Waikiki  ain’t  Hawaii  . . . not  by  a long  shot. 

It  sure  is  a kick  in  the  pants,  though. 


Boyertown,  Penna. 

invites  you  to  attend  the  1982 

American  Legion 

WORLD  SERIES 

Visit  The  New  “Bear”  STADIUM 

. . . it  will  be  one  of  the  finest  Amateur  Stadiums 

anywhere! 

Your  Host . . . Charles  B.  Yerger  Post  #471 

About  our  Area  . . . Boyertown  is  the  smallest  town  ever  to  host  the 
Series.  However,  we  guarantee  you’ll  enjoy  your  visit.  We’re  only 
minutes  from  the  famous  Lancaster  County  Amish  country  & many 
historical  sites  representing  our  country’s  heritage  & fight  for  free- 
dom. 
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OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 


Sixty-Third  Annual 
National  Convention  of 
The  American  Legion 


The  above  photograph  is  from  a session  of  the  1973  National  Convention  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  which  will  be  the  site  of  the  63rd 

Annual  National  Convention,  August  28-September  3 , 1981. 
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STANDING  RULES  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


The  following  are  the  Standing  Rules  of  the  National  Convention  as  contained  in  the  “UNIFORM 
CODE  OF  PROCEDURE  FOR  THE  ORGANIZATION  OF  NATIONAL  CONVENTIONS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION,”  authorized  under  Article  V,  Section  6,  of  the  National  Constitution  of  The 
American  Legion. 


STANDING  RULES  OF  THE 

1.  Robert’s  Revised  Rules  of  Order  shall  be  the 
authority  on  parliamentary  procedure,  with  the  fol- 
lowing modifications: 

2.  A delegate  desiring  to  make  a motion  or  address  the 
Convention,  shall  rise,  address  the  Chair  as  “Mr. 
Commander”  and  state  his  name  and  the  name  of  the 
Department  before  proceeding. 

3.  Debate  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes  for  each 
speaker. 

4.  Debate  on  any  one  subject  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion shall  be  limited  to  two  hours  except  under  such 
special  rule  as  the  Convention  shall  adopt  prior  to  de- 
bate. 

5.  But  two  delegates  from  any  one  delegation  shall  be 
permitted  the  floor  on  any  one  question.  Where  dis- 
agreement exists  within  a delegation  one  delegate 
shall  be  permitted  to  speak  on  each  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. Upon  a division  of  the  question,  however,  this 
rule  shall  be  applied  separately  for  each  division. 

6.  The  floor  shall  be  permitted  but  once  to  any  indivi- 
dual delegate  on  any  one  question,  except  by  a two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  Convention.  Chairmen  of  Conven- 
tion Committees  may  speak  as  frequently  as  may  be 
necessary  in  connection  with  the  reports  of  their  com- 
mittees. The  Presiding  Officer  shall  not  entertain  any 
motion  which  will  curtail  further  debate  without 
affording  the  Committee  Chairman  an  opportunity 
for  rebuttal. 

7.  Decisions  on  Rules  of  Debate  or  parliamentary  order 
by  the  Presiding  Officer  may  be  subject  to  appeal  by 
any  two  delegates  under  a Point  of  Order.  Such 
appeal  shall  take  precedence  over  any  pending  ques- 
tions and  shall  be  decided  forthwith.  An  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  shall  be  put  to  the  Conven- 
tion on  the  question:  “Shall  the  Chair  be  sustained?” 

8.  When  the  poll  of  any  Department  Delegation  is  de- 
manded by  a delegate  of  such  department,  the  Con- 
vention Secretary  shall  poll  the  vote  without  discus- 
sion of  the  question  being  voted  upon. 

9.  On  the  Roll  Calls,  the  delegation  Chairman  shall  poll 
his  delegation  on  the  floor  and  announce  its  vote. 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

10.  In  the  event  a delegation  secretary  is  not  an 
accredited  delegate  or  alternate,  he  shall  be  seated 
with  his  delegation. 

11.  Past  National  Commanders’  votes  shall  be  cast  with 
their  delegations. 

12.  Only  accredited  delegates  or  their  alternates,  shall 
participate,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  a viva  voce  vote 
on  any  subject  before  the  convention. 

13.  Department  delegations  may  arrive  at  a vote  in  such 
manner  as  they  choose,  but  shall  announce  it  in  terms 
of  full  units  and  not  in  terms  of  a fractional  part  of  a 
vote.  The  vote  of  any  delegate  absent  and  not  repre- 
sented by  an  alternate  shall  be  cast  by  the  majority  of 
the  delegates  present  from  his  Department. 

14.  There  shall  be  no  unit  rule  of  voting. 

15.  Voting  shall  be  by  acclamation,  except  when  a Roll 
Call  is  demanded  by  the  Chairman  of  at  least  three 
Departments.  Election  of  National  Officers  shall  be 
by  roll  call. 

16.  In  the  event  a Department  has  not  provided  the 
method  by  which  alternates  shall  be  designated  to 
serve  in  the  place  of  absent  delegates,  the  Chairman 
of  the  delegation  shall  make  such  designation. 

17.  Prior  to  the  election  of  National  Officers,  the  Nation- 
al Commander  shall  appoint,  subject  to  approval  of 
the  Convention,  a Judge  of  Election  and  such  num- 
ber of  tellers  as  he  deems  necessary,  provided  that  the 
total  tellers  so  appointed  shall  be  an  odd  number.  In 
a contested  election  each  candidate  going  to  the 
ballot  shall  be  entitled  to  one  teller  of  his  choice. 

18.  Nominations  for  National  Officers  shall  be  from  the 
floor  on  Roll  Call  of  the  Departments  alphabetically 
arranged.  Each  Department  may  present  as  many 
candidates  as  it  chooses. 

19.  Nominating  speeches  for  National  Officers  shall  be 
limited  to  five  minutes  each.  Not  more  than  two 
seconding  speeches  shall  be  made  for  any  candidate, 
and  said  speeches  shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes. 
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20.  When  more  than  two  candidates  are  nominated  for 
any  office,  balloting  shall  continue  until  one  candi- 
date receives  a majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Conven- 
tion, except  in  the  election  of  National  Vice-Com- 
manders. 

21.  In  a contested  election  for  National  Vice  Com- 
manders, balloting  shall  continue  until  (a)  majorities 
and  (b)  pluralities  are  established  for  one  or  more 
candidates  under  the  following  provisions: 

If,  on  any  ballot  taken,  less  than  five  candidates 
receive  the  necessary  majority  to  elect,  the  candi- 
date or  candidates  receiving  a majority  vote  shall 
be  declared  elected  and  a new  ballot  shall  be 
taken  for  the  remaining  number  of  places  to  be 
filled.  The  candidate  receiving  the  lowest 
number  of  votes  on  the  preceding  ballot  shall  be 
disqualified;  except  should  two  candidates 
remain  to  fill  one  place,  a new  ballot  shall  be 
taken. 

22.  The  Convention  will  nominate  and  elect  a National 
Commander,  and  five  National  Vice  Commanders, 
in  this  sequence. 

23.  At  the  conclusion  of  balloting  on  National  Vice  Com- 
manders, each  Department  Delegation  Chairman 
shall  deliver  a written  ballot  to  the  tellers.  Such 
ballots  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  tellers  before  com- 
munication is  made  to  the  National  Commander  for 
announcement  of  the  results. 

24.  Those  recognized  by  the  National  Commander  shall 
be  entitled  to  a respectful  hearing,  and  the  Chair  shall 
have  the  authority  to  clear  the  gallery  or  the  floor  or 
have  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  escort  from  the  Conven- 
tion any  one  creating  a disturbance  or  interfering 
with  orderly  procedure. 

25.  None  of  the  above  rules  shall  be  construed  as  pre- 
venting an  alternate  delegate  from  serving  on  a Con- 
vention committee. 

26.  The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  voting  strength  of 
the  Convention  is  necessary  for  suspension  of  the 
standing  rules  of  the  Convention. 

27.  Any  amendment  to  any  resolution  or  report  originat- 
ing on  the  floor  shall  be  presented  in  writing  and 


transmitted  to  the  Presiding  Officer  at  the  time  of  the 
introduction  of  such  amendment. 

28.  Special  rules  applying  to  specific  issues  or  order  of 
business,  shall  be  written  and  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention by  the  Legislation  and  Rules  Committee  for 
adoption  by  majority  vote  at  least  one  hour  before 
such  issue,  or  order,  is  to  be  considered  unless  such 
rule  is  agreed  to  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  final 
session. 

Special  rules  shall  prevail  only  in  the  Convention 
adopting  them. 

Any  delegate  may  apply  for  a special  rule  to  the 
Legislation  and  Rules  Committee  or  may  appeal  to 
the  Convention  for  such  special  rule  provided  the  rule 
be  presented  in  writing,  be  read  once  from  the  plat- 
form, and  shall  lay  upon  the  table  at  least  one  hour 
before  the  vote  thereon  is  taken. 


Continued  success  to 

THE 

AMERICAN  LEGION 

through 

its  service  to  God  and  Country 

The  Bronze  Craft  Corp. 
Nashua,  New  Hampshire 


Best  Wishes  to 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

Compliments 

of 

A Friend 
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AGENDA 

63RD  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
HONOLULU,  HAWAII 

TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1,  1981 

8:30  a.m. 

PRELUDE 

“AMERICA  MY  HOMELAND” 

Paul  Wendel 

John  Philip  Sousa  Post  No.  1112 
New  York,  New  York 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Michael  J.  Kogutek  (New  York) 

National  Commander 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORS 
Double  D’s  Color  Guard 
American  Legion  Post  180 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 
THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 
Paul  Wendel 

John  Philip  Sousa  Post  No.  1112 
New  York,  New  York 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

INVOCATION  AND  LIGHTING  OF  PEACE  CANDLE 
Rev.  George  S.  Macres  (Minnesota) 

National  Chaplain 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
CONSTITUTION 

Michael  J.  Kogutek  (New  York) 

National  Commander 

CALL  FOR  CONVENTION 
Robert  W.  Spanogle  (Michigan) 

National  Adjutant 

9:15  a.m. 

WELCOME 

The  Honorable  George  Ariyosi 
Governor  of  Hawaii 

The  Honorable  Eileen  R.  Anderson 
Mayor  of  Honolulu 

O.T.  “Tom”Shonk,  Jr.,  1980-81  Department  Commander 
The  American  Legion  of  Hawaii 

Francis  K.  Tom,  President 

The  American  Legion  1981  National  Convention 

Corporation  of  Hawaii 

RESPONSE  TO  ADDRESSES  OF  WELCOME 
Michael  J.  Kogutek  (New  York) 

National  Commander 


9:35  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

The  Honorable  Robert  P.  Nimmo,  Administrator 
Veterans  Administration 

10:05  a.m. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S  REPORT 
Michael  J.  Kogutek  (New  York) 

National  Commander 

10:25  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

Honorable  Donald  J.  Devine,  Director 
Office  of  Personnel  Management 
Washington,  D.  C. 

10:40  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

George  W.  Bentley,  National  President 
The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 

A1  Harvey,  Dominion  President 
The  Royal  Canadian  Legion 

Stan  E.  Stillwell,  President 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 

11:00  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  of  Medallion  to  the  City  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts  - Host  City  for  the  1980  National  Convention 

By:  Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

Past  National  Commander 

To:  The  Honorable  Kevin  H.  White 
Mayor  of  Boston 

11:05  a.m. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  APPRECIATION 
By:  Michael  J.  Kogutek  (New  York) 

National  Commander 

To:  Rev.  George  S.  Macres  (Minnesota) 

National  Chaplain 

11:10  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

General  Cheng  Wei  Yuan,  Chairman 

Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for  Retired  Servicemen 

Republic  of  China 

Vice  Admiral  Maeng  Kee  Lee,  ROKN,  President 
The  Korean  Veterans  Association 
PRESENTATION  of  National  Security  Medal  of  the 
Government  of  the  Republic  of  Korea 
By:  Vice-Admiral  Maeng  Kee  Lee,  ROKN,  President 
The  Korean  Veterans  Association 
To:  David  Haettich  (New  York) 

11:30  a.m. 

Report  of  CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS— Section  1 
11:40  a.m. 

INTRODUCTION 

Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour  (Kansas) 

National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
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11:50  a.m. 

Report  of  LEGISLATION  AND  RULES 

12:00  noon 

Report  of  CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS — Membership 

Recognition  of  “WE  HELP  AMERICA  WORK 
COMMANDERS” 

12:15  p.m. 

Report  of  CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS— Section  2 

12:35  p.m. 

Report  of  CHILDREN  & YOUTH 

12:50  p.m. 

ADDRESS 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
RECESS 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2,  1981 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Michael  J.  Kogutek  (New  York) 

National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
INVOCATION 

Rev.  George  S.  Macres  (Minnesota) 

National  Chaplain 

9:05  a.m. 

Report  of  AMERICANISM 

9:30  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

The  Honorable  G.  V.  (Sonny)  Montgomery  (Mississippi) 
Chairman,  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs 

9:50  a.m. 

PRESENTATION — Representatives  of 
The  American  Legion  Youth  Programs 

American  Legion  Scout  of  the  Year 
Bernard  M.  Gouaux,  Lockport,  Louisiana 

1981  National  Oratorical  Contest  Co- Winners  - 
Marlene  Van  Dyk,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 
Dean  F.  Clancy,  Denver,  Colorado 

1980  American  Legion  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year — 
Tomas  R.  Gil,  Hialeah,  Florida 

1981  Boys  Nation  President 
William  H.  Jackson,  Olathe,  Kansas 

1981  Girls  Nation  President 
Mary  K.  Wales,  Kent,  Washington 

10:10  a.m. 

ADDRESS 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dole 

Assistant  to  the  President  for  Public  Liaison 
Washington,  D.  C. 


10:25  a.m. 

PRESENTATION — William  Randolph  Hearst 
Americanism  Trophy 

By  Bruce  E.  Penny,  Seattle  Post-Intelligencer 
To:  Winning  Department 

10:30  a.m. 

ADDRESS 
Donald  L.  Bower 
Vice  Chairman  of  the  Board 
Standard  Oil  Company  of  California 

10:45  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

Captain  Gerald  L.  Coffee,  USN 
(Former  POW) 

11:25  a.m. 

INTRODUCTION— Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
Newly  elected  National  Commander 

11:30  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

Admiral  Robert  L.  Long,  USN 
Commander-in-Chief,  Pacific 

11:50  a.m. 

PRESENTATION — Employer  of  the  Year  Awards 
for  Hiring  Veterans 

By:  Michael  J.  Kogutek  (New York) 

National  Commander 

To:  W.  C.  Hagan,  Jr.,  President 

Hayes  International  Corporation,  Birmingham,  Alabama 

To:  Donald  J.  Mauro,  General  Manager 

National  - Standard,  Perforated  Metals  Division 
Carbondale,  Pennsylvania 

12:00  noon 

Report  of  FINANCE 

12:20  p.m. 

Report  of  VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND  REHABILITATION 
Claims  and  Ratings 
Hospital  and  Medical  Services 

1:20  p.m. 

Report  of  ECONOMIC 

Employment  and  Veterans  Preference 
Other  Economic  Matters 

1:45  p.m. 

Report  of  FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

2:20  p.m. 

Report  of  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS 
RECESS 

NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent  sessions  and 
time  of  Convention  Committee  Reports  are 
subject  to  change  by  the  Chair. 


39 


THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  3,  1981 


9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Michael  J.  Kogutek  (New  York) 

National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

INVOCATION 

Rev.  George  S.  Macres  ( Minnesota ) 
National  Chaplain 

9:05  a.m. 

SEAGRAM  POSTS’  AWARDS  DRAWING 

9:10  a.m. 

Report  of  NATIONAL  SECURITY 
Aerospace 

Defense  Civil  Preparedness 
Law  and  Order 
Merchant  Marine 
Military  Affairs 
Naval  Affairs 


10:00  a.m. 

PRESENTATION 

The  American  Legion  Fourth  Estate  Award 

By:  Michael  J.  Kogutek  (New  York) 

National  Commander 

To:  N.  LaVerl  Christensen,  Editor  Emeritus 
Daily  Herald,  Provo,  Utah 

To:  American  Broadcasting  Company 

10:30  a.m. 

PRESENTATION 

The  American  Legion  Distinguished  Service  Medal 

By:  Michael  J.  Kogutek  (New  York) 

National  Commander 

To:  The  Crew  of  the  Space  .Shuttle  Columbia 
Astronaut  John  W.  Young 
Astronaut  Robert  L.  Crippen 
Receiving:  Astronaut  Karol  J.  Bobko 

11:00  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

The  Honorable  Caspar  W.  Weinberger 
Secretary  of  Defense 


11:30  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  OF  PLAQUE  AND  COLORS  TO 
OUTGOING 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

By:  Martin  B.  McKneally  (New  York) 

Past  National  Commander 


12:00  noon 

SPECIAL  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
National  Commander 


ADMINISTERING  THE  OATH  OF  OFFICE  TO  THE 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 


ACCEPTANCE  SPEECH  BY  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
Five  (5)  National  Vice  Commanders 


1:00  p.m. 

PRESENTATION  OF  COLORS  TO  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

RESPONSE  BY  NEWLY  ELECTED  NATIONAL 
COMMANDER 


PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED  NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 


BENEDICTION 


RETIREMENT  OF  COLORS 


FINAL  ADJOURNMENT 


NOTE:  The  National  Executive  Committee  will  meet 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  close  of  the 
Convention  - upon  the  call  of  the  National 
Commander. 
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Distinguished  Guests 


C.  Randolph  Beard,  Jr., 

President 

Annin  & Company 


George  W.  Bentley 

National  President 

The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 


Morton  C.  Blackwell 

Assistant  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States 


Fred  E.  Ellis 

Harlingen,  Texas 

Mrs.  Sandie  Fauriol 

Campaign  Director 

Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial  Fund 

Washington,  D.C. 

Gurnett  Ferguson 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 
D.  Leon  Fortson 

U.  S.  Department  of  Labor 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 


Gerald  R.  Gower 

Cannon  Beach,  Oregon 
Earl  Greathouse 
DOD  Coordinator 

CINCPAC  — Camp  Smith,  Hawaii 


Willis  C.  Hagan,  Jr.,  President 

Hayes  International  Corporation 
Birmingham,  Alabama 


John  A.  Blakemore 

Emory,  Virginia 


John  C.  Brogan,  Chairman 

Youngberg-Carlson  Company 

William  H.  Browne 

Westfield,  Massachusetts 

Benjamin  L.  Carleton,  Vice  President 

Youngberg-Carlson  Company 

Wilbert  C.  S.  Chang 

Vice  President 
The  American  Legion 
1981  National  Convention 
Corporation  of  Hawaii 


Over  80  beautiful  shops  and  restaurants  in  the 
heart  of  Waikiki,  right  in  front  of  the  Sheraton- 
Waikiki  and  Royal  Hawaiian  Hotels. 

Free  Island  entertainment  almost  every  day. 
Pick  up  a copy  of  the  free  Royal  Hawaiian 
Shopping  Center  News  for  a schedule  of  events. 

Special  American  Legion  Sidewalk  Sale, 
August  27,  28  and  29.  9 a.m.  - 9 p.m. 

Royal  Hawaiian 
Shopping  Center 

On  Kalakaua  Ave.  fronting  the  Sheraton-Waikiki  and 
Royal  Hawaiian  Hotels. 
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Distinguished  Guests 


Ralph  Hall,  Director 

Veterans  Employment  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Labor  (DC) 


Frank  I.  Hamilton 

Past  National  Commander 
Greensburg,  Indiana 


Dr.  Bruce  Hammond 

Buffalo,  New  York 
Robert  Hansen 
Loan  Guaranty  Officer  — VA 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 


Al  Harvey 
Dominion  President 
The  Royal  Canadian  Legion 


Capt.  Richard  G.  Hooter 

Post  Commander  — Ft.  DeRussy 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 
Hans  Hover,  Vice  President 
The  United  States  Life  Insurance  Company 
City  of  New  York 


Donald  J.  Mauro 

General  Manager 
National-Standard 
Perforated  Metals  Division 
Carbondale,  Pennsylvania 


Thomas  H.  Mayer 

Assistant  Vice  President 
Perkins-Goodwin  Company,  Inc. 
New  York 
Frank  McGuinness 

Asst.  General  Sales  Manager 
St.  Regis  Paper  Co. 

New  York 


Martin  B.  McKneally 

Past  National  Commander 
Newburgh,  New  York 


Frank  C.  Momsen 

Past  National  Adjutant 
Cottage  Grove,  Minnesota 
Monte  Monserrate 

Seagram  Distillers  Company 
New  York 


William  H.  Jackson 

President 
1981  Boys  Nation 


Dr.  William  J.  Jacoby 

Deputy  Chief  Medical  Director  — VA 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Mrs.  Miriam  Junge 
National  Secretary 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Richard  H.  Klinge 
Vice  Chairman 
Convention  Commission 
Mrs.  Annette  Klubek 
Lackawanna,  New  York 
Ms.  Sharon  Kogutek 
Newfane,  New  York 
Henry  S.  Kuniyuki 
State  Director  of 
VES,  U.  S.  Dept,  of  Labor 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 
Roger  E.  LaGasse 
Sodus,  New  York 
J.  E.  A.  J.  Lamy 

The  Royal  Canadian  Legion 
Clifford  Y.  F.  Lee 
Treasurer 

The  American  Legion 
1981  National  Convention 
Corporation  of  Hawaii 


Hon.  G.  V.  (Sonny)  Montgomery 
Chairman 

House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs 


Robert  F.  Murphy 

Chelmsford,  Massachusetts 


Hon.  Robert  P.  Nimmo 

Administrator 
Veterans  Administration 


Walter  Oleson 

Venice,  Florida 

Daniel  R.  O’Sullivan 

Seagram  Distillers  Company 
New  York 

William  B.  Paul,  Publisher 

Waikiki  Beach  Press 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 
Richard  M.  Pedro 
Owego,  New  York 


Bruce  E.  Penny 

Seattle  Post-Intelligencer 


Richard  Post 

United  Airlines,  Inc. 

Honolulu,  Hawaii 
J.  Edward  Radley 
Peoria,  Illinois 
Robert  P.  Redden,  Jr. 

Robert  Redden  Associates,  Inc. 
Teaneck,  New  Jersey 
Mrs.  John  J.  Roethel 
National  Vice  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Distinguished  Guests 


Mrs.  Geraldine  Russo 

Blasdell,  New  York 

Francis  J.  Sanfilippo,  Director 

Occidental  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  California 


Mary  K.  Wales 
President 
1981  Girls  Nation 


Francis  V.  Yanak,  Director 

West  Regional  Office 

U.  S.  Office  of  Personnel  Management 

San  Francisco 


Mrs.  Peggy  Sappenfield 

National  Treasurer 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Earnest  N.  Schmit 

Past  National  Adjutant 
Bismarck,  North  Dakota 

Jan  Scruggs,  President 

Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial  Fund 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Miss  Linda  Spoth 

Tonawanda,  New  York 


J.  Michael  Watts 

Kaufman  Multi-Million  Dollar  Agency,  Inc. 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 


Bob  Winters,  Director 

VA  Regional  Office 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 


John  Young 

Astronaut 


Wallace  C.  S.  Young 

General  Convention  Chairman 

The  American  Legion  1981  Natl.  Conv.  Corp. 

of  Hawaii 


General  Cheng  Wei  Yuan,  Chairman 

Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for 
Retired  Servicemen 
Taipei,  Taiwan,  Republic  of  China 


Edward  W.  Zalesky 

Vice  President 

Leavens  Manufacturing  Company 


Miss  Dorothy  L.  Starbuck 

Chief  Benefits  Di rector/ V A 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Stan  E.  Stillwell,  President 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 


H.  Vincent  Strout 

President 

The  American  Legion 
1980  National  Convention 
Corporation  of  Massachusetts 

Edward  G.  Sullivan 

Hyatt  Regency  Hotel 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

George  J.  Szenina 

Lackawanna,  New  York 

Col.  Louis  A.  Torraca,  Jr.,  USAF 
Director  of  Public  Relations  - CINCPAC 
Camp  Smith,  Hawaii 


Francis  Tom 

President 

The  American  Legion 
1981  National  Convention 
Corporation  of  Hawaii 


Jay.  S.  Van  Dyk,  President 

S.A.  Van  Dyk,  Inc. 


Marlene  Van  Dyk 

1981  First  Place  Co- Winner 
National  Oratorical  Contest 


NdDOfS 


Show 


A Polynesian  Extravaganza 

in  the  Fabulous  Hilton  Dome  Showroom 


Nightly  Except  Saturday 


Champagne  Dinner  Show:  Seating  5:30  pm-Show  8:00  pm 
For  Reservations:  947-2607 


Road 


AN  VILLAGE 
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The  American  Legion  1919-1980 


* Franklin  D'Olier 
Pennsylvania  1919-20 

*Milo  J.  Warner 
Ohio  1940-41 

**  Frederick  W.  Galbraith,  Jr. 
Ohio  1920-21 

*Lynn  U.  Stambaugh 
North  Dakota  1941-42 

*** John  G.  Emery 
Michigan  1921 

* Roane  Waring 

Tennessee  1942-43 

* Hanford  MacNider 
Iowa  1921-22 

* Warren  H.  Atherton 
California  1943-44 

* Alvin  M.  Owsley 
Texas  1922-23 

* Edward  N.  Scheiberling 
New  York  1944-45 

*John  R.  Quinn 
California  1923-24 

*John  Stelle 
Illinois  1945-46 

*James  A.  Drain 
District  of  Columbia  1924-25 

* Paul  H.  Griffith 
Pennsylvania  1946-47 

*John  R.  McQuigg 
Ohio  1925-26 

James  F.  O'Neil 

New  Hampshire  1947-48 

* Howard  P.  Savage 
Illinois  1926-27 

Perry  Brown 
Texas  1948-49 

* Edward  E.  Spafford 
New  York  1927-28 

George  N.  Craig 
Indiana  1949-50 

* Paul  V.  McNutt 
Indiana  1928-29 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr. 
Georgia  1950-51 

*0.  Lee  Bodenhamer 
Arkansas  1929-30 

Donald  R.  Wilson 
West  Virginia  1951-52 

* Ralph  T.  O'Neil 
Kansas  1930-31 

* Lewis  K.  Gough 
California  1952-53 

* Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr. 
North  Carolina  1931-32 

* Arthur  J.  Connell 
Connecticut  1953-54 

* Louis  Johnson 
West  Virginia  1932-33 

* Seaborn  P.  Collins 
New  Mexico  1954-55 

* Edward  A.  Hayes 
Illinois  1933-34 

J.  Addington  Wagner 
Michigan  1955-56 

* Frank  N.  Belgrano,  Jr. 
California  1934-35 

Dan  Daniel 
Virginia  1956-57 

* Ray  Murphy 
Iowa  1935-36 

John  S.  Gleason,  Jr. 
Illinois  1957-58 

* Harry  W.  Colmery 
Kansas  1936-37 

Preston  J.  Moore 
Oklahoma  1958-59 

* Daniel  J.  Doherty 
Massachusetts  1937-38 

Martin  B.  McKneally 
New  York  1959-60 

* Stephen  F.  Chadwick 
Washington  1938-39 

William  R.  Burke 
California  1960-61 

* Raymond  J.  Kelly 
Michigan  1939-40 

Charles  L.  Bacon 
Missouri  1961-62 

* James  E.  Powers 
Georgia  1962-63 

Daniel  F.  Foley 
Minnesota  1963-64 


William  J.  Rogers 
Maine  1976-77 

Robert  Charles  Smith 
Louisiana  1977-78 


Donald  E.  Johnson 
Iowa  1964-65 

L.  Eldon  James 
Virginia  1965-66 

John  E.  Davis 
North  Dakota  1966-67 

William  E.  Galbraith 
Nebraska  1967-68 

William  C.  Doyle 

New  Jersey  1968-69 

J.  Milton  Patrick 
Oklahoma  1969-70 


John  M.  Carey 
Michigan  1978-79 

Frank  I.  Hamilton 
Indiana  1979-80 

PAST  NATIONAL  COMMANDERS  BY 
VOTE  OF  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

* Bennett  Champ  Clark 
Missouri — Presided  at  Paris  caucus 
March,  1919 

* Milton  J.  Foreman 

Illinois  — Chairman,  Executive 
Committee  at  Paris 


Alfred  P.  Chamie 
California  1970-71 

John  H.  Geiger 
Illinois  1971-72 

Joe  L.  Matthews 
Texas  1972-73 

Robert  E.  L.  Eaton 
Maryland  1973-74 

James  M.  Wagonseller 
Ohio  1974-75 

Harry  G.  Wiles 
Kansas  1975-76 


* Henry  D.  Lindsley 

Texas  — Presided  at  St.  Louis  caucus 
May  1919 

* Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr. 

New  York 

* Eric  Fisher  Wood 

Pennsylvania  — Temporary  Chairman  and 
Secretary  at  Paris  caucus 

*Thomas  W.  Miller 

Nevada  — Chairman  Pro  Tempore 
Paris  Caucus  March  1919 

* Maurice  Stember 

New  York 

Hamilton  Fish,  Sr. 

New  York 


HONORARY  NATIONAL  COMMANDERS 

* General  John  J.  Pershing 

* Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch 

* Deceased 


**  Killed  in  auto  accident  while  serving  as 
Commander 

***  Elected  by  Executive  Committee  to  fill  un- 
expired term. 
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Recipients  of  The  American  Legion 


CDistuiCjlllS  hed  S ervice 


American  Space  Shuttle  Astronauts 
John  Young  and  Robert  Crippen 


Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch 
of  France  — 1921 

Adm.  Earl  Beatty 

of  Great  Britain  — 1921 

Gen.  Baron  Jacques 
of  Belgium  — 1921 

Gen.  Armando  Diaz 
of  Italy  — 1921 

Charles  Bertrand 
of  France  — 1921 

Gen.  of  the  Armies 
John  J.  Pershing 

1922 

Adm.  Robert  E.  Coontz 

1923 

Gen.  Josef  Haller 
of  Poland  — 1 923 

Ignace  Jan  Paderewski 
of  Poland  — 1 926 

Comte 

Francois  Marie  Robert  Dejean 
of  France  — 1 927 

Field  Marshal  Viscount  Allenby 
of  Great  Britain  — 1928 

Judge  Kenesaw  Mountain  Landis 

1929 

Adm.  William  S.  Sims 

1930 

Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur 

1942 

Gen.  George  C.  Marshall 

1943 

Adm.  Ernest  J.  King 

1943 

Hon.  Frank  Knox 
(Posthumously)  — 1944 

Henry  Ford 

1944 

Gen.  H.  H.  Arnold 

1944 

President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
(Posthumously)  — 1945 

Gen.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr. 
(Posthumously)  — 1945 

Ernest  (Ernie)  Pyle 
(Posthumously)  — 1945 

Hon.  Henry  L.  Stimson 

1945 

Fleet  Adm.  Chester  W.  Nimitz 
1945 

Gen.  of  the  Army 
Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 
1945 


J.  Edgar  Hoover 
1946 

Bob  Hope 

1946 

William  Randolph  Hearst 
1946 

Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  B.  Hershey 
1946 

Hon.  Cordell  Hull 

1946 

Lt.  Gen.  William  S.  Knudsen 

1947 

Sen.  Edward  Martin 
1947 

Chief  Justice  Fred  M.  Vinson 
1947 

President  Harry  S.  Truman 

1949 

George  Herman  (Babe)  Ruth 
(Posthumously)  — 1949 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  Parker 
(Posthumously)  — 1949 

Charles  F.  Johnson,  Jr. 

1950 

Maj.  Gen.  Milton  A.  Reckord 
1950 

Rep.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers 

1 950 

Gen.  Charles  P.  Summerall 

1951 

Rep.  Royal  C.  Johnson 
(Posthumously)  — 1953 

Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  White 

(Posthumously)  — 1954 

Dr.  Jonas  E.  Salk 

1955 

Maj.  Gen.  Ellard  A.  Walsh 

1955 

Vice  Adm.  Joel  T.  Boone 

1956 

Charles  Stewart  Mott 

1956 

Gen.  Mark  W.  Clark 

1957 

The  Most  Reverend 
Fulton  J.  Sheen 

1957 

Bernard  Mannes  Baruch 

1958 

Unknown  Servicemen  of 
World  War  I,  World  War  II, 
and  Korea, 

interred  at  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier, 
Arlington  National  Cemetery  — 1958 


N 


Sen.  Robert  S.  Kerr 
1959 

President  John  F.  Kennedy 

1961 

Gen.  Lucius  D.  Clay 

1962 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dooley 
(Posthumously)  — 1962 

Francis  Cardinal  Spellman 

1963 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Mayo 

1964 

President  Herbert  C.  Hoover 
(Posthumously)  — 1965 

Hon.  James  F.  Byrnes 

1965 

Capt.  Roger  H.  C,  Donlon 

1966 

Hon.  Tom  C.  Clark 

1967 

President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

1968 

Gen.  William  C.  Westmoreland 

1968 

President  Richard  M.  Nixon 

1969 

Rep.  Olin  E.  Teague 

1970 

Rep.  L.  Mendel  Rivers 
(Posthumously)  — 1971 

Sen.  Richard  B.  Russell 
(Posthumously)  — 1971 

Sen.  John  C.  Stennis 
1972 

Dewitt  Wallace 
1972 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Kissinger 
1 974 

Rep.  F.  Edward  Hebert 

1974 

Harry  W.  Colmery 

1975 

Pat  O'Brien 

1976 

Howard  A.  Rusk,  M.D. 

1977 

Bowie  K.  Kuhn 

1978 

Thomas  A.  Murphy 

1979 

President  Gerald  R.  Ford 

1980 
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American  Legion 


Your  contributions  have  helped  thousands  of  American  children  through  Research,  Education  and  Information. 
The  many  problems  confronting  our  nation’s  youth  can  be  devastating.  Your  thoughtfulness  has  helped  to 
reduce  the  impact  and  severity.  Our  very  best  to  you  with  sincere  appreciation  for  all  of  your  support! 


AMERICAN  LEGION  CHILD  WELFARE  FOUNDATION,  INC. 
700  North  Pennsylvania  Street,  P.  O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  Indiana  46206 
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Energy  Expert  Will  Address  Convention 


Donald  L.  Bower,  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
Standard  Oil  of  California,  will  address  the  63rd  annual  National 
Convention  of  The  American  Legion  on  the  “Strategic  Impor- 
tance of  Energy,”  Legion  National  Commander  Michael  J. 
Kogutek  said  today. 

Mr.  Bower,  who  is  scheduled  to  address  the  delegates  at  ap- 
proximately 2:30  p.m.,  Wednesday,  Sept.  2,  is  the  reporting 
officer  for  Chevron,  USA,  Inc.,  Socal’s  domestic  oil  and  gas 
subsidiary;  the  worldwide  operations  of  Chevron  Chemical  Com- 
pany; the  corporation’s  exploration,  production  and  oilfield  land 
activities;  Socal’s  personnel  and  labor  relations;  and  the  com- 
pany’s principal  corporate  officer  for  public  affairs. 

In  1977,  The  American  Legion  adopted  an  energy  program 
designed  to  have  an  energy  chairman  for  every  post,  district, 
county,  and  state  organization  of  the  Legion  to  initiate  energy 
educational  programs,  forums,  audits  and  workshops;  pledged 
the  Legion  to  initiate  energy  conservation  programs  within  each 
department  (state  organization)  and  to  help  bring  together  all 
groups  concerned  with  energy  and  the  environment,  not  to  debate 
but  to  seek  mutually  acceptable  solutions  to  the  nation’s  energy 
problems. 

Mr.  Bower’s  appearance  will  help  bring  the  Legion  up  to  date 
on  its  approach  to  the  nation’s  energy  problem,  and  to  guide 
future  planning  in  those  areas  where  the  Legion,  as  a service 
organization,  may  make  its  efforts  more  effective. 

A native  of  Portland,  Oregon,  Mr.  Bower  is  a graduate  of 


Oregon  State  University,  and  served  as  a Naval  aviator  during 
World  War  II.  He  began  his  career  with  Standard  in  1947  and  has 
served  the  company  in  positions  of  increasing  responsibility  ever 
since. 

He  is  a director  of  the  American  Petroleum  Institute,  Crocker 
National  Corporation,  the  Northern  California  Council  of  Invest 
in  America,  a trustee  of  the  California  Institute  of  Technology  and 
of  Oregon  State  University  Foundation. 


Donald  L.  Bower 


A Veterans  Affairs  And  Rehabilitation  Service  to  Veterans 


Insurance  coverage  for  the  nation’s  veterans  and  servicemen  is 
provided  through  the  Veterans  Administration,  which  operates 
five  life  insurance  programs.  These  five  programs  alone  have  in 
excess  of  4 million  policies  in  force  with  a face  value  of  more  than 
30  billion  dollars.  In  addition,  the  Veterans  Administration 
supervises  the  operation  of  three  other  life  insurance  programs 
(Servicemen’s  Group  Life,  Veterans  Group  Life  and  Veterans 
Mortgage  Life  Insurance)  that  have  more  than  316  million 
policyholders. 

American  Legion  staff  insurance  representatives,  who  are 
members  of  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Division, 
with  supporting  clerical  personnel,  are  assigned  to  the  Veterans 
Administration  Insurance  Centers  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
and  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  The  American  Legion  is  the  only  veter- 
ans service  organization  that  has  personnel  assigned  to  these  Cen- 
ters for  the  express  purpose  of  handling  matters  concerning  insur- 
ance policies  and  claims. 

The  Chief  of  Insurance  Activities  is  located  at  the  Philadelphia 
Center  and  supervises  the  staff  of  that  office  as  well  as  the  St.  Paul 
office.  Total  staff  personnel  assigned  to  these  two  Centers  number 
ten  people.  The  responsibility  of  these  Legion  representatives  is  to 
represent  the  interests  of  veterans  and  their  beneficiaries  with 
respect  to  U.S.  Government  and  government  endorsed  insurance 
programs. 


The  consolidated  work  load  for  these  offices  reflects  the  extent 
of  operation  of  The  American  Legion’s  service  in  the  area  of 
insurance  matters.  During  the  past  year,  for  example,  1,987 
claims  were  presented  to  the  Veterans  Administration  for  consid- 
eration; more  than  6,000  cases  were  reviewed;  and  some  2,613 
death  claims  processed.  In  addition,  2,790  premium  accounts 
were  reviewed;  over  9,000  pieces  of  evidence  and/or  claims  were 
filed;  and  a large  volume  of  correspondence  was  handled.  The 
staff  also  engaged  in  other  diversified  functions  in  the  day-by-day 
activities  covering  the  operation  of  this  service. 

Teamwork  is  a vital  and  necessary  ingredient  for  the  success  of 
the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  program. 
The  insurance  activities  performed  by  the  Commission  staff  is  a 
significant  part  of  this  total  program.  With  staff  members  located 
at  these  two  Centers,  assistance  is  rendered  to,  and  representation 
provided  for  veterans  and  dependents  in  the  eight  insurance  pro- 
grams administered  and  supervised  by  the  V eterans  Administra- 
tion. 

Veterans  and  their  dependents  who  desire  Legion  assistance  in 
connection  with  insurance  matters  should  contact  a Post,  County, 
or  Department  Service  Officer.  Through  these  channels,  and  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  insurance  staff  members,  they  can  avail 
themselves  of  the  assistance  The  American  Legion  provides. 
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Youth  Leaders  Attend  Convention 


BASEBALL 


SCOUTS 


Tomas  R.  Gil 
Hialeah,  Florida 

Player  of  the  Year 


Bernard  M.  Gouaux 

Lockport,  Louisiana 

Scout 

of  the  Year 


ORATORICAL 


ORATORICAL 


BOYS  NATION 


Miss  Marlene  Van  Dyk 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 

Co-Winner,  National  High  School 
Oratorical  Contest 


Dean  F.  Clancy 
Denver,  Colorado 

Co- Winner,  National  High  School 
Oratorical  Contest 


William  H.  Jackson 

Olathe,  Kansas 

Boys 

Nation  President 
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Enroll  Now  for 
36th  Term 

The  challenges  of  tomorrow  — the  accomplishments  that  can 
bring  even  greater  glory  to  The  American  Legion  — await  the 
competent  decisions  and  sincere  actions  of  capable  Legionnaires 
in  their  respective  communities.  To  perform  their  specific  duties 
to  the  best  of  their  ability,  Legion  leaders  must  fully  understand 
The  American  Legion  — its  history,  its  accomplishments,  its 
structure,  its  programs,  and,  especially,  how  it  functions  today. 

The  American  Legion  Extension  Institute  offers  this  basic 
knowledge  of  our  organization.  It  is  a home  study  plan,  in 
monthly  lessons,  allowing  students  to  check  their  own  progress 
by  a series  of  questions  at  the  end  of  each  lesson. 

Students  will  complete  the  final  examination  and  return  it  to 
National  Headquarters  for  grading.  Students  passing  the  final 
examination  will  receive  a certificate  of  graduation  and  a colorful 
blue  and  gold  mortarboard  cap  patch. 


Tuition 

1 to  3 enrollments $10. 00  each 

4 or  more  enrollments 
(on  one  application) 


Enrollment  Instructions 

1.  Use  the  handy  enrollment  application  form  on  this 
page.  If  you  have  more  applications  for  enrollment,  type  or 
print  the  requested  information  for  the  additional  enrollees 
on  a plain  sheet  of  paper  and  attach  it  to  the  application 
form. 

2.  Be  sure  to  fill  out  the  application  form  completely.  It  is 
important  that  you  include  the  membership  card  number 
and  post  or  unit  number  of  each  enrolled 

3.  Make  all  remittances  payable  to  National  Treasurer, 
The  American  Legion. 

4.  Mail  the  application  and  remittance  through  your 
Department  Headquarters  or  to: 

American  Legion  Extension  Institute 
P.  O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  Indiana  46206 

5.  Mail  your  enrollment  application  as  promptly  as  possible. 
National  Headquarters  will  accept  enrollments  in  the  thirty-sixth 
term  of  the  Extension  Institute  through  October  15,  1981. 


$9. 00  each 
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COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
National  Convention  Corporation  of  Hawaii 


Badges  & Packets 


Harold  T.  L.  Lum 
Co-Chairman 


Badges  & Packets 


Distinguished 

Guests 


Solomon  Maunu 
Co-Chainnan 


Henry  S.  Kuniyuki 
Chairman 


First  Aid 


Jesse  M.  Doyle 
Co-Chairman 


Golf  Tournament 


Clifford  Y.  F.  Lee 
Chairman 


First  Aid 


Toby  Clairmont 
Co-Chairman 


Halls  & 
Seating 


Bernard  Lee 
Chairman 


Housing 


G.  Gregory  DeKovic 
Chairman 


Insurance 


Roger  Monsarrat 
Chairman 
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COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
National  Convention  Corporation  of  Hawaii 


Memorial 

Services 


Msgr.  G.  F.  Rossbach 
Chairman 


Parade 


Roy  L.  Benham 
Chairman 


Provost 


Capt.  David  Benson 
Chairman 


Public 

Relations 


Roger  Coryell 
Chairman 


Registration  & Tours  & 

Information  Transportation 


Eugene  K.  B.  Won 
Chairman 


Albert  A.  G.  Mark 
Chairman 


American  Legion 
Auxiliary 


Mrs.  Clifford  Lee 
Chairman 


8 et  40 


Mrs.  Henry  Medeiros 
Chairman 
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The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

National  Officers 


MRS.  LYLE  SEYMOUR 
National  President 


MRS.  JOHN  J.  ROETHEL 
National  Vice  President 


MRS.  FIRMAN  E.  HENRICKS 
Vice  President 
Central  Division 


MRS.  W.  L.  DUNN 
Vice  President 
Eastern  Division 


MRS.  LEONARD  HOFF 
Vice  President 
Northwestern  Division 


MRS.  J.  IRBY  FOSTER 
Vice  President 
Southern  Division 


MRS.  KENNETH  R.  PUGH 
Vice  President 
Western  Division 


MRS.  NORMAN  GILBERT 
National  Chaplain 


MRS.  FREDERIC  HEMPHILL 
National  Historian 


MRS.  MIRIAM  JUNGE 
National  Secretary 


MRS.  PEGGY  SAPPENFIELD 
National  Treasurer 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
SIXTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

1981 


Sheraton-Waikiki  Hotel 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

THEME:  “SERVICE  TO  AMERICA” 


Saturday,  August  29,  1981 

9 a. m. -10:45  a.m. 

Pages  Rehearsal,  Hawaii  Ballroom 

10  a.m.-l  1:15  a.m. 

Pre-Convention  National  Executive 
Committee  Meeting,  Lanai  Room 

1 1:30  a.m.-l  p.m. 

National  Officer’s  Luncheon,  Niihau  Room 

2 p.m. -5  p.m. 

Pre-Convention  Committee  Meetings 

Group  A — Waialua  Room 

Presiding  — Mrs.  Firman  Henricks 

Americanism 
Foreign  Relations 
National  Security 

Women’s  Forum  on  National  Security 

Group  B — Historical  Room 
Presiding  — Mrs.  W.  L.  Dunn 

Children  and  Youth 
Liaison  with  Child  Welfare 
Foundation 
Education 
Girls  State 
Junior  Activities 

Group  C — Kahuku  Room 
Presiding  — Mrs.  J.  Irby  Foster 

Auxiliary  Emergency  Fund 
Cavalcade  of  Memories 
Leadership  Development 
Music 

Public  Relations 

Group  D — Lanai  Room 

Presiding  — Mrs.  Leonard  Hoff 

Legislative 

Past  Presidents  Parley 
Poppy 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

Group  E — Oahu  Room 
Presiding  — Mrs.  Kenneth  Pugh 

Chaplains 

Community  Service 

Energy 

Historians 

Group  F — Niihau  Room 
Presiding  — Mrs.  Helen  Adams 

Constitution  and  Bylaws 
Permanent  Organization 
Rules 

Group  G — Waianae  Room 
Presiding  — Mrs.  H.  B.  Behrend 

Membership 
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Credentials 


Group  H — Puna  Room 
Presiding  — Mrs.  John  Meyer 

Group  I — Honolulu  Room  Resolutions 

Presiding  — Mrs.  John  R.  Dokken 

Group  J — Ewa  Room  Finance 

Presiding  — Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
SIXTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

1981 


Sheraton-Waikiki  Hotel 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 
Hawaii  Ballroom 
Sunday,  August  30,  1981 


★ ★★★★★  OPENING  SESSION  ★★★★★★ 
8:15  A.M. 


CALL  TO  ORDER 

ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  PROCESSIONAL 
ORDER  OF  PROCESSIONAL 


Mrs.  Clifford  Lee 
National  Convention  Chairman 

Mrs.  Clifford  Lee 

National  Convention  Chairman 

Past  National  Presidents 
Mrs.  Robert  Walbridge 
Mrs.  William  H.  Biester,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Oscar  W.  Hahn 
Mrs.  Walter  G.  Craven 
Mrs.  Norton  H.  Pearl 
Mrs.  Norman  L.  Sheehe 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Campbell 
Mrs.  J.  Pat  Kelly 
Mrs.  Alexander  H.  Gray 
Mrs.  Henry  Ahnemiller 
Mrs.  J.  Howard  McKay 
Mrs.  O.  L.  Koger 
Mrs.  L.  D.  Johnson 


Mrs.  Walter  Wild  Andrews 
Mrs.  Opal  Glynn  Hanes 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Ryan,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall 
Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Hanell 
Mrs.  H.  Milton  Davidson 
Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Robert  L.  Parker 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Chilton 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Jarrett 
Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby 
Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel 
Mrs.  Paul  Brown 
Mrs.  Alvin  Moltzen 
Mrs.  Earl  B.  Bigalow 
Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy 
National  Officers 
National  Colors 
National  President 
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PRESENTATION  OF  1980-1981  DEPARTMENT  PRESIDENTS 


INTRODUCTION  OF  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

INVOCATION 

MOMENT  OF  SILENCE 
PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 

WELCOME 


Mrs.  Clifford  Lee 

National  Convention  Chairman 

Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour 
National  President 

Mrs.  Norman  Gilbert 
National  Chaplain 


Mrs.  John  W.  Boam 
National  Americanism  Chairman 

Mrs.  Frank  Martin 
National  Music  Chairman 

Mrs.  Helen  Adams 
National  Constitution  and 
Bylaws  Chairman 

Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour 
National  President 


INTRODUCTIONS  AND  GREETINGS 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


THE  STATE  OF  HAWAII 
THE  CITY  OF  HONOLULU 
AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


Mr.  Frances  Tom 
1981  Convention 
Corporation  President 

Mr.  Robert  Spanogle 
National  Adjutant 

Mr.  Frank  Momsen 
Past  National  Adjutant 

The  Honorable  George  Ariyosi 
Governor  of  Hawaii 

The  Honorable  Eileen  R.  Anderson 
Mayor  of  Honolulu 

Mrs.  James  Keanu,  President 

Department  of  Hawaii 

Mrs.  Clifford  Lee 

National  Convention  Chairman 


INTRODUCTION  OF  THE  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  John  J.  Roethel 
National  Vice  President 

DIVISION  NATIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS  Mrs.  Firman  E.  Henricks,  Central 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Dunn,  Eastern 
Mrs.  Leonard  Hoff,  Northwestern 
Mrs.  J.  Irby  Foster,  Southern 
Mrs.  Kenneth  R.  Pugh,  Western 

Mrs.  Norman  Gilbert,  National  Chaplain 
Mrs.  Frederic  Hemphill,  National  Historian 
Mrs.  Peggy  Sappenfield,  National  Treasurer 
Mrs.  Miriam  Junge,  National  Secretary 


55 


GREETINGS  FROM  THE  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

GREETINGS  FROM  THE 
PAST  NATIONAL  PRESIDENTS 


Mrs.  John  J.  Roethel 
National  Vice  President 

Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy 
Junior  Past  National  President 


GREETINGS  FROM  THE  Mrs.  Walter  Wild  Andrews 

NATIONAL  PARLIAMENTARIAN  National  Parliamentarian 


INTRODUCTION  OF  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT’S  PAGES 

Mrs.  Holland  Brown,  Chairman  of  Pages 
Mrs.  Beatrice  Kahanu,  Vice  Chairman  of  Pages 
Mrs.  James  Coles,  Personal  Page 
Mrs.  Rodney  Schieffer,  Personal  Page 
Mrs.  Grant  Lane,  Personal  Page 
Mrs.  Glenn  Warren,  Personal  Page 
Mrs.  John  W.  Sumrall,  Personal  Page 


REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

CREDENTIALS 
RULES 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 

RECESS 


Mrs.  John  Meyer,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Demi  Shahan,  Chairman 
Mrs.  John  Fritts,  Chairman 


★ ★★★★★★★★★ 

PATRIOTIC  MEMORIAL  PROGRAM 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel,  Coral  Ballroom  III 
II  a.m. 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PARADE 

2 p.m. 

RECEPTION  FOR  CANDIDATE  FOR  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

5-7  p.m. 

Diamond  Head  awn 

RECEPTION  FOR  CANDIDATES  FOR  NATIONAL  OFFICES 

(other  than  the  National  President) 

5-7  p.m. 

Lanai  Room 


MONDAY,  AUGUST  31,  1981 
DIVISIONAL  CAUCUSES 
7:30  - 8:45  a.m. 

Central  Division,  Lanai  Room  Eastern  Division,  Oahu/Waialua  Room 

Northwestern  Division,  Southern  Division, 

Historical  Room  Honolulu/Kahuku  Room 

Western  Division,  Niihau  Room 


★ ★★★★★★★★★ 


56 


9 a.m. 


Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour 
National  President 

Mrs.  Norman  Gilbert 
National  Chaplain 

Mr.  Michael  J.  Kogutek 
National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 

REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  Norman  Gilbert,  National  Chaplain 
Mrs.  Frederic  Hemphill,  National  Historian 
Mrs.  Miriam  Junge,  National  Secretary 
Mrs.  Peggy  Sappenfield,  National  Treasurer 

“SERVICE  TO  VETERANS” 

Mrs.  Walter  Stolte,  Chairman 
Mrs.  William  Calder,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Edward  Yankovich,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Alvin  Moltzen,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Peter  Moskwa,  Chairman 

“ SERVICE  TO  OUR  YOUTH” 

Children  and  Youth  Mrs.  Thomas  Gear,  Chairman 

Liaison  with  Child  Welfare  Foundation  Mrs.  Opal  Glynn  Hanes,  Chairman 

Education  Mrs.  Richard  Philebar,  Chairman 

Girls  State  Mrs.  Jack  Smith,  Chairman 

Junior  Activities  Mrs.  Robert  Bohn,  Chairman 

FIRST  READING  OF  PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION  & BYLAWS 

INTRODUCTION  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

Mrs.  Clifford  Lee,  National  Convention  Chairman 


Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

Poppy 

Legislative 

Past  Presidents  Parley 
Auxiliary  Emergency  Fund 


CALL  TO  ORDER 
INVOCATION 
KEYNOTE  ADDRESS 


CALL  TO  ORDER 


Monday  Afternoon,  August  31,  1981 
1 p.m. 

Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour 
National  Prsident 


NOMINATIONS  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  1981  - 1982 


‘ SERVICE  TO  OUR  COUNTRY” 

Americanism 
National  Security 

Women’s  Forum  on  National  Security 
Community  Service 
Energy 
Membership 


Mrs.  John  W.  Boam,  Chairman 
Mrs.  James  E.  Starr,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Stanley  Couvillon,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Robert  Sonne,  Chairman 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Behrend,  Chairman 
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“SERVICE  TO  PROMOTE  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY” 


Leadership  Development 

Mrs.  Ted  Galka,  Chairman 

Public  Relations 

Mrs.  John  Hobble,  Chairman 

Constitution  and  Bylaws 

Mrs.  Helen  Adams,  Chairman 

Foreign  Relations 

Mrs.  Robert  Melgard,  Chairman 

Finance 

Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw,  Chairman 

Music 

Mrs.  Frank  Martin,  Chairman 

Cavalcade  of  Memories 

Mrs.  O.  L.  Koger,  Chairman 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE 


Recess 

★ * * * * STATES  DINNER  * * * ★ ★ 

8 p.m. 

Hawaii  Ballroom 

Tuesday,  September  1,  1981 
8:30  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour 

National  President 

INVOCATION  Mrs.  Norman  Gilbert 

National  Chaplain 

REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT  Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour 

National  President 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  1981  — 1982 
“KAILUA  SENIOR  CITIZENS” 

REPORT  OF  THE  EIGHT  ET  FORTY  Mrs.  Ronald  Aichholz 

Le  Chapeau  National 

GREETINGS  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS 

ADDRESS  ‘‘Faith  . . . The  Key  to  Survival”  Captain  G.  L.  Coffee,  USN 

Fleet  Air  Operations  Officer 
Staff,  Commander-in-Chief, 

Pacific  Fleet  (N-3) 

Recess 
11:30  a.m. 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★ 


2 p.m. 

PRESENTATION  OF  ‘‘SERVICE  TO  AMERICA”  AWARDS 

Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour,  National  President 

REPORT  OF  THE  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE  Mrs.  John  R.  Dokken,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Lewis  Routon,  Vice  Chairman 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Rice,  Secretary 


Recess 
3:45  p.m. 


Wednesday,  September  2,  1981 


8:30  a.m. 

INSTALLATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  1981  - 1982 

Mrs.  Norton  H.  Pearl,  Past  National  President 
Installing  Officer 

PRESENTATION  OF  COLORS  TO  RETIRING  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  Past  National  President 

PRESENTATION  OF  PIN  AND  RIBBON  TO  RETIRING  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  Past  National  President 

RETIREMENT  OF  NATIONAL  COLORS 

10:30  a.m. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  CONVENTION 

Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour,  Retiring  National  President 


POST-CONVENTION  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

10:30  - 11:45  a.m. 

Lanai  Room 


POST-CONVENTION  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 

10:45  - 11:45  a.m. 

Molokai  Room 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
COMMITTEES 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Gladys  C.  Lee 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
VICE  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Rosabella  Kealoha 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  SECRETARY 

Mrs.  Kaaha  O.  Medeiros 

COURTESIES 

Mrs.  Frances  L.  Ai,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Eleanor  A.  Lai,  Vice  Chairman 

DIVISIONAL  CAUCUSES 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Pakele,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Hazel  S.  Beagle,  Vice  Chairman 

FIRST  AID 

American  Red  Cross 
Hawaii  State  Chapter 

FLOWERS  & CORSAGES 

Mrs.  Rosabella  Kealoha,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Betty  Kapela,  Vice  Chairman 


The  Sheraton  Waikiki  Hotel  will  be  the  headquarters  hotel  for  the  1981  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  convention  in  Honolulu,  conducted  simultaneously  with  the  1981 
National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion.  The  hotel,  like  the  Legion’s  headquar- 
ters hotel,  also  is  on  Waikiki  Beach. 
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HALLS  & SEATING 

Mrs.  Betty  K.  C.  Mark,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Ella  Napeahi,  Vice  Chairman 

HOSPITALITY 

Mrs.  Margaret  Niderost,  Chairman 
Miss  Rita  Silva,  Vice  Chairman 

INFORMATION  & REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Ethel  K.  Shonk,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Ethel  P.  Ventura,  Vice  Chairman 

LOST  & FOUND 

Mrs.  Stella  Kekawa,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Jeannette  Palmer,  Vice  Chairman 

MAIL  ROOM 

Mrs.  Karen  C.  Tom,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Violet  L.  Maunu,  Vice  Chairman 


National  Secretary 

National  Treasurer  

National  Convention  Chairman 

Public  Relations 

First  Aid  

Lost  & Found 

Mail  Room 


NATIONAL  CAMPAIGN  RECEPTION 

Mrs.  Ruth  Ching,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Ethel  Buchanan,  Vice  Chairman 

NATIONAL  LUNCHEON 

Mrs.  Eileen  N.  Carter,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Amy  Y.  Farias,  Vice  Chairman 

PAGES 

Mrs.  Beatrice  Kahanu,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Antoinette  G.  Lee,  Vice  Chairman 

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

Mrs.  Bette  P.  Sanders,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Josephine  L.  Keanu,  Vice  Chairman 

STAGE  & DECORATIONS 

Mrs.  Germaine  Keliikoa,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Laura  M.  Hashimoto,  Vice  Chairman 

STATES  DINNER  DECORATIONS 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Lee,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Kathleen  T.  Kau,  Vice  Chairman 

OFFICE  ASSIGNMENTS 

Iao  Needle/ Akaka  Falls  Room 

Waimea  Canyon  Room 

Kohala/Kona  Room 

Koko  Crater  Room 

Ladies  Rest  Room-2nd  Floor  Foyer 

Hilo  Room 

Hilo  Room 


Beaches— Safe  and  Sorry 


Hawaii 

Twinkling  coral  beaches,  lapped  by  the  warm  waters  of  the 
Giant  Pacific  Ocean.  Paradise,  - right? 

Right.  Especially  if  you  heed  a little  caution  about  those  coral 
beaches  and  that  Giant  Pacific  Ocean. 

Most  of  the  beaches  that  you  will  see  when  you  are  in  Hawaii 
this  summer  are  usually  very  safe  places  to  swim  and  to  play  in  the 
gentle  surf  . . . Waikiki,  for  instance. 

However,  there  may  be  some  adventurous  ones  among  you 
who  will  go  exploring  on  Oahu  or  one  of  the  other  Hawaiian 
Islands,  and  you  will  discover  beaches  of  dramatic  beauty,  with 
robust  great  blue-green  combers  smashing  ashore  in  the  sunlight. 
You  may  be  hypnotized  by  the  beauty  of  it  all  and  you  may  toss 
prudence  to  the  winds  and  dive  into  that  surf. 

Don’t  . . . Please  don’t. 

Those  of  us  who  live  in  Hawaii  know  that  our  Pacific  Ocean 
can  send  ashore  waves  with  deceptive  ‘ ‘muscle  ’ ’ and  the  power  to 
generate  rip-tides  which  all  snatch  away  careless  swimmers  to  a 
tragic  doom. 


A complication  in  all  this  is  that  at  some  of  these  beaches  you 
may  find  very  big  waves  full  of  men  and  women  . . . even  chil- 
dren . . . who  defy  the  towering  curl  of  the  “shore-breaks”  and 
go  back  for  more.  It  looks  like  fun.  It  IS  fun  for  them,  because 
they  know  what  they  are  doing.  Many  of  them  may  have  had 
narrow  escapes  learning  the  art  of  body  surfing.  Believe  me,  it  is 
these  waves  which  are  the  most  dangerous  for  you  because  you  do 
not  . . . believe  me  . . . you  do  NOT  know  how  to  stay  alive  in 
that  kind  of  water. 

A further  complication  is  that  some  of  these  beaches  are  safe 
enough  for  toddlers  some  days  and  so  fearsome  on  other  days  that 
champion  surfers  won’t  venture  out  into  the  waves.  Waimea 
Beach,  Makapuu,  Makaha,  Sandy  Beach,  and  Sunset  Beach  on 
Oahu  are  some  of  the  typical  ones.  Every  one  of  these  claims  a 
victim  or  two  almost  every  year  . . . most  of  them  newcomers  to 
Hawaii. 

Beaches  like  those  are  for  sitting  on  and  looking  at . . .Do  your 
swimming  at  Waikiki. 

Oh  sure  . . .You  can  drown  at  Waikiki  too,  if  you  really  try, 
but  you  wouldn’t  do  a dumb  thing  like  that,  would  you? 
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CHURCH  DIRECTORY 

Places  of  worship  of  other  denominations  are  listed  in  Hotel 
Directories  and  in  Honolulu’ s Yellow  Pages 


CHURCHES 


BAPTIST 

Waikiki  Baptist  Church 
424  Kuamoo 
955-3525 


CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE 
First  Church  of  Christ  Scientist 
Honolulu 

1508  Punahou  Street 
949-8403 


CHURCH  OF  THE  LATER  DAY 
SAINTS 

1560  So.  Beretania  Street 
949-4229 


CONGREGATIONAL 

Kawaiahao  Church 
Punchbowl  & King  Streets 
538-6267 


A 


EPISCOPAL 

Waikiki  Episcopal  Chapel 
Reef  Towers  Hotel 
227  Lewers  Street 
923-3331 


JEWISH 

Temple  Emanu-El 
2550  Pali  Highway 
595-7521 


LUTHERAN 

Prince  of  Peace 
333  Lewers  Street 
923-6011 


METHODIST 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
1020  So.  Beretania  Street 
533-1774 


PRESBYTERIAN 

First  Presbyterian  Church 
1822  Keeaumoku  Street 
537-3321 


ROMAN  CATHOLIC 

St.  Augustine’s  Catholic  Church 
2512  Kalakaua  Avenue 
923-7024 

Saints  Peter  and  Paul  Church 
800  Kaheka  Street 
941-0675 


UNITY  CHURCH  OF  HAW  An 

3608  Diamond  Head  Circle 
735-4436 
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AMERICAN  EDUCATION  AND  YOU  — 
PARTNERS  IN  OUR  CHILDREN  S FUTURE 


American  Education  Week 
November  15-21,  1981 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

One  of  the  concerned  sponsors 
of  American  Education  Week 

American  Education  Week  materials  for  1981,  produced  by  the  National 
Americanism  Division,  have  been  made  available  to  your  Department 
Adjutant.  This  year’s  material  consists  of  a completely  revised  brochure 
and  a camera  ready  “ad  slick”  in  two  sizes. 


AMERICAN  EDUCATION  WEEK  BROCHURE  CONTAINS  SUGGESTIONS  FOR: 


Organization 

Activities 

Promotions 


News  Release 
Proclamation 
Media  Spots 


The  American  Legion 
stands  committed  to 

“American  Education  and  You — 
Partners  in  our  Children’s  Future” 


BE  AN 


BLOOD 


It  travels  through  more  than  70,000  miles  of 
blood  vessels. 

It  transports  oxygen  and  nutrients  and  carries 
away  carbon  dioxide  and  wastes. 

Ifs  kept  in  motion  by  the  pumping  action  of  the 
heart. 

It  is  a living,  flowing  medicine  that  can  be 
shared  with  those  in  need. 


For  further  information  write 


National  Security-Foreign  Relations  Division 

1608  K Street  NW 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20006 


AMERICAN  LEGION 


BLOOD  DONOR 
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A great  way  of  life... 


. AR  FORCE  . 

Salutes  the  63  rd  American  Legion  Convention 


The  Trade  Winds 

Hawaii  is  the  only  state  of  all  the  fifty  which  is  completely 
air-conditioned.  You  think  I’m  kidding?  Listen  . . . 

Hawaii  is  two  thousand  miles  from  anywhere,  out  in  the  middle 
of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean.  The  air-conditioning  we’re  talking 
about  is  called  Moa’e  by  the  Hawaiians.  Sailors  called  it  The 
Trade  Winds. 

During  the  summer  and  a good  part  of  the  winter,  there  is  a high 
pressure  area  north  of  the  Islands  with  the  air  going  round  and 
round  in  a clockwise  direction.  This  circulation  brings  cool  air 
from  up  north  down  to  us  out  of  the  Northeast.  It  blows  across  all 
that  ocean,  gets  all  cleaned  up,  and  then  sweeps  across  our  island 
state.  In  the  summer  time  our  temperatures  are  cooler  than  at  least 
half  of  the  United  States.  Our  air  is  cleaner.  Our  skies  are  bluer. 
All  because  of  Nature ’s  giant  air-conditioner  spinning  around  up 
north  over  the  ocean. 

The  sailors  called  these  winds  “trade”  winds  because  they 
were  so  reliable  that  sailing  vessels  laden  with  cargo  for  distant 
ports  could  count  on  these  winds  to  supply  the  energy  to  drive 
ships  in  the  maritime  trade. 

Of  course  there  are  times  when  any  air-conditioner  breaks 
down.  Our  giant  Pacific  air-conditioner  does  too,  sometimes.  If  a 
storm  or  other  peculiarity  of  climate  pulls  a /ow-pressure  system 
up  north  of  us,  it  sucks  hot  air  up  from  the  tropics  and  blows  it 
through  Hawaii. 


Everybody  complains  then.  We  call  it  Kona  weather.  “Kona” 
simply  means  “leeward”  which  is  where  the  wind  is  coming  from 
when  it  blows  from  the  tropics.  Kona  weather  can  be  hot  and 
muggy  or  wet  and  stormy.  Hawaiians  don’t  like  it  any  better  than 
Visitors.  We  fret  and  fuss  and  blame  all  our  problems  on  the 
weather.  Then  after  a while  the  Kona  winds  blow  away  and  we  are 
happy  again. 

When  you  are  in  Hawaii  for  the  next  annual  convention  of  The 
American  Legion,  we  will  try  to  have  the  Trade  Winds  blowing 
for  you. 

We’ll  take  it  up  with  the  Weather  Bureau  right  away.  Of 
course!  Isn’t  that  what  the  Weather  Bureau  is  for? 
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Legionnaires: 


SHOW 


TOUR 


Please  Ship:  _ 


_Size: 


.Style 


Name 


Street 


C.  LAWN  FLAG  SET.  Telescopic  white  steel  pole,  ground  sock- 
et with  cap,  plastic  ornament,  halyard,  cleat,  aluminum  pulley, 
heavy  cotton  bunting  U.S.  flag  with  dyed  stars  and  sewed 
stripes.  Easy  to  install.  (Aluminum  pole  and  different  rigging 


on  12  ft.  set.) 

No.  72820  12-ft.  pole  — 3'  * 5'  U.S.  flag  $41.00 

No.  72813  18-ft.  pole  — 3'  * 5'  U.S.  flag  $47.80 


D.  DELUXE  DESK  SETS.  Printed  rayon  8"  x 12"  U.S.  and 
Legion  flags,  golden  yellow  fringe,  cord  and  tassels,  ebonized 
staffs  with  gold  eagles,  plastic  base  with  golden  metal  Legion 
or  Auxiliary  emblem.  (Specify). 

No.  72860  Legion  $17.25 

No.  32860  Auxiliary  $17.25 

E.  DESK  COLORS.  4"  * 6"  printed  rayon  flags  (U.S.  and  choice 
of  Legion  or  Auxiliary),  golden  yellow  fringe,  cord  and  tassels, 
brass  finish  staffs  with  spearhead  ornaments  and  matching  base. 

No.  72910  U.S.  & Legion $ 3.95 

No.  32910  U.S.  & Auxiliary $ 3.95 

OUTDOOR  U.S.  FLAGS  (not 
illus.)  Finest  quality  heavy 
bunting.  Embroidered  stars, 
sewed  stripes.  Nyion 

Cotton  (No.  72933)  (No.  72920) 

3'x5'  12.50  15.00 

4'x6'  16.70  21.20 

5'x8'  26.25  31.50 

Write  for  prices  on  larger  flags. 

SHIPPING  AND  INSURANCE  Add  to  ALL  Orders 

Up  to  $5.00 $1.50  $30.01  to  $50.00  $4.00 

$5.01  to  $15.00 $2.50  $50.01  & Over  $5.00 

$15.01  to  $30.00  $3.00 

PRICES  GOOD  THROUGH  DECEMBER  31,  1981 
ORDER  FROM:  National  Emblem  Sales,  Dept.  CPSP 

The  American  Legion,  P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

■ Enclosed  is  $ or:  Charge  my  □ VISA 

I □ MasterCharge  Card  No.  

Expires Interbank  No.  


OUTDOOR  LEGION  FLAGS 

(not  illus.)  Heavy  cotton  bunt- 
ing. Canvas  heading  with  metal 
grommets.  No  Lettering. 


No.  72829  3'x5' $14.00 

No.  72841  4'x6' $21.80 


-State. 


COLORS 

every  day  of  the  year! 


A.  HOME  FLAG  SET.  Installs  in  minutes  on  any  vertical  or 
horizontal  surface.  2-pc.  aluminum  pole,  plastic  eagle,  steel 
holder  with  cleat,  halyard,  heavy  cotton  bunting  U.S.  flag  with 
embroidered  stars,  sewed  stripes,  flag  etiquette  folder,  storage 
carton. 

No.  72800  6-ft.  pole  — 3'  x 5'  flag $15.60 

No.  72801  8-ft.  pole  — 4'  x 6'  flag $24.15 

Same  as  above  except  cotton  sheeting  flag  with  dyed  stars  and 
sewed  stripes. 

No.  72802  6-ft.  pole  — 3'  x 5'  flag $ 7.95 


B.  DELUXE  HOME  FLAG  SET.  Lustrous  heavyweight  nylon 
U.S.  flag  with  embroidered  stars  and  sewed  stripes,  handsome 
gold-tone  aluminum  pole  (4-pc.),  steel  bracket  with  cleat, 
plastic  eagle,  halyard,  flag  etiquette  folder.  Gift/storage  box. 
No.  72909  6-ft.  pole  — 3'  x 5’  flag $25.45 


sel 


ted 
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SALON  NATIONAL  LA  BOUTIQUE 
DES  HUIT  CHAPEAUX  ET  QUARANTE  FEMMES 
60th  ANNUAL  LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE 


Mrs.  Ronald  L.  Aichholz 
Le  Chapeau  National 


PRINCESS  KAIULANI  HOTEL 
HONOLULU,  HAWAII 

August  29,  30  and  September  2,  1981 

OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 

NATIONAL  OFFICERS 


REGISTRATION 

PRINCESS  KAIULANI 


% 


Mrs.  James  C.  Malone 
La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 


Saturday,  August  29,  1981,  Headquarters  Suite,  Salon  National  1 p m.  to  6 p.m. 

Monday,  August  31,  1981,  Headquarters  Suite,  Salon  National 1 p m.  to  6 p.m. 

Guest  Registration  will  also  be  accepted  during  these  hours. 

POUVOIR  NATIONAL  — AT  WAIKIKI-SHERATON* 

Pre-Marche  Pouvoir  — Saturday,  August  29,  1981  — KAUAI  ROOM 7 p.m.  to  10:30  p.m. 


Pre-Committee  meetings  immediately  following  close  of  Pre-Marche  Pouvoir  in  same  room. 

♦NOTICE  CHANGE  OF  HOTEL  FOR  THE  ABOVE  MEETING  ONLY 

REHEARSAL  LES  MARECHALS  AND  PAGES 

Mrs.  Joseph  Mardu,  La  Concierge,  Mrs.  Betty  Cook,  Chairman 
of  Pages,  and 

Distinguished  Guest  Committee,  and  all  pages 

SUNDAY,  August  30,  1981  — PRINCESS  ROOM  — 7 p.m. 

LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE 

PRINCESS  ROOM 

OPENING  SESSION 7:30  P.M Sunday,  August  30,  1981 


PROCESSIONAL  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS, 
CHAPEAUX  NATIONAUX  PASSES,  AND 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS Mrs.  Kay  Medeiros 

La  Marche  Chairman,  Presiding 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Ronald  L.  Aichholz, 

Le  Chapeau  National 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORS Mrs.  Joseph  Mardu, 

La  Concierge  Nationale 
and  Les  Marechals 

INVOCATION  .Mrs.  Chris  Schweitzer,  L’Aumonier  National 


PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE  FLAG  Led  by 

Mrs.  Joseph  Mardu, 
La  Concierge  Nationale 
THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM  Assembly,  Led  by  Mrs.  Joel  Davis 

FLANDERS  FIELD  Mrs.  Jean  Hayes 

Le  Divisional  Demi  Chapeau  National  Southern  Division 

AMERICA’S  ANSWER Mrs.  Margaret  Jenney 

Le  Divisional  Demi  Chapeau  National,  Eastern  Division 

ROLL  CALL  Mrs.  James  C.  Malone 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 
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READING  OF  CALL  TO  1981  MARCHE  NATIONALE 
REPORT  OF  THE  MINUTES  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  1 980 

MARCHE  NATIONALE Mrs.  Michael  Suvak 

Mrs.  Herman  Reimink 
Mrs.  Osby  Martin 


GREETINGS: 

Mrs.  Kay  Mederios,  Chairman,  1981  La  Marche  Nationale 
Mrs.  Clifford  Lee,  National  Convention  Chairman, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

The  Honorable  George  R.  Ariyoshi,  Governor  of  Hawaii 
The  Honorable  Eileen  R.  Anderson,  Mayor  of  Honolulu 
Mr.  Orvel  T.  Shonk,  Department  Commander  of  Hawaii, 
The  American  Legion 

Mrs.  James  P.  Carden,  Department  President  of  Hawaii, 
The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Betty  K.C.  Mark,  Le  Chapeau  Departemental  de 
Hawaii 

Mr.  Francis  K.  Tom,  President  of  1981  National 
Convention  Corporation,  The  American  Legion 


INTRODUCTION  OF  CHAPEAUX  NATIONAUX  PASSES: 


Mrs.  Harry  Kehm 

Mrs. 

Mrs.  Walter  Davol 

Mrs. 

Mrs.  Robert  Haws 

Mrs. 

Mrs.  Dee  P.  Davis 

Mrs. 

Mrs.  Valentine  Delles 

Mrs. 

Mrs.  Ray  A.  Stratton 

Mrs. 

Mrs.  E.  Harvey  Keefe 

Mrs. 

Mrs.  James  Michelet 

Miss 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrews 

Mrs. 

Mrs.  Edsell  S wanner 

Mrs. 

Mrs.  Herman  Edwards 

Mrs. 

Mrs.  William  McKinley 

Mrs. 

Mrs.  Premo  0.  Kelly 

Miss 

Mrs.  Elmer  Martin 

RESPONSE  Mrs.  Elmer  Martin,  Immediate  Chapeau  National 

Passe 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES: 

Rules  and  Order  Mrs.  Pauline  Bonham,  Chairman 

REPORT  OF  LES  DIVISIONAL  DEMI  CHAPEAUX 
NATIONAUX  AND 

INTRODUCTION  OF  LES  CHAPEAUX 
DEPARTEMENTAUX: 

Mrs.  Clarence  Kates  Central  Division 

Mrs.  Margaret  Jenney  Eastern  Division 

Miss  Fern  Bender Northwestern  Division 

Mrs.  Jean  Hayes Southern  Division 

Mrs.  C.  B.  McLaughlin Western  Division 


REPORT  OF  1980-1981  NATIONAL  OFFICERS: 

Le  Chapeau  National Mrs.  Ronald  L.  Aichholz 

Le  Demi  Chapeau  National Mrs.  Harry  Russell 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale  .Mrs.  James  C.  Malone 

L’Avocate  Nationale  Mrs.  E.  Harvey  Keefe 

L’Archiviste  Nationale Mrs.  Kay  Kucera 

La  Concierge  Nationale  Mrs.  Joseph  Mardu 

The  Hat  Box  Editor Mrs.  Blanche  Mack 

NOMINATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  FOR 
1981-1982 

PRESENTATION  OF  LOCAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Kay  Medeiros 

GREETINGS: 

Mr.  Michael  Kogutek,  National  Commander,  The 
American  Legion 

Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour,  National  President,  The  American 
Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  John  Roethel , National  Vice  President,  The 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Melvin  Junge,  National  Secretary,  The  American 
Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Margaret  Sappenfield,  National  Treasurer,  The 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Anna  Gear,  National  Children  & Youth  Chairman, 
The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mr.  Eugene  Lindquist,  National  Children  & Youth 
Chairman,  The  American  Legion 

REPORT  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES  AND 
INTRODUCTION  OF  REGION  OR  DIVISION  CHAIRMEN: 

Children  & Youth  Mrs.  John  Acklin,  Chairman 

National  Jewish  Hospital  Liaison,  Mrs.  Mary  Figenbaum 
Constitution  & Bylaws  . . . .Mrs.  Osby  Martin,  Chairman 

Finance  Mrs.  Michael  Suvak,  Chairman 

Partnership Mrs.  Albert  Ybarra,  Chairman 

Nurses  Scholarship  . .Mrs.  William  Staley,  Sr.,  Chairman 
Rituals  and  Emblems  .Mrs.  Herbert  Robinson,  Chairman 
Trophies  and  Awards  .Mrs.  Leonard  Swanson,  Chairman 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  HANDBOOK 

Mrs.  James  W.  Collins 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  PUBLICITY  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Ethel  Van  Fossan 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  MEMORY  BOOK  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  V.  M.  Elliott 


RECESS 


MEET  THE  CANDIDATES  RECEPTION 

AREA  ADJACENT  TO  PRINCESS  ROOM  — 10:30  P.M. 
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WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2,  1981 

DIVISIONAL  CAUCUSES  — 1 1:00  A.M.  — Central  Division,  Eastern  Division  and  Southern  Division  will  meet  in  the  PRINCESS 
ROOM  in  designated  areas,  and  the  Northwestern  Division  and  Western  Division  will  meet  in  an  adjoining  room. 

SECOND  SESSION  OF  LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE 

Wednesday,  September  2,  1981  — 1 p.m. 


IN  MEMORIAM Mrs.  Chris  Schweitzer,  Presiding 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE 


PRELUDE 

PROCESSIONAL  

PRAYER 

POEM 

TRIBUTE  TO  ALL  DECEASED  PARTNERS 

TRIBUTE  TO  DECEASED  PARTNERS  OF  1980-1981 

Eastern  Division  

Central  Division 

Southern  Division  

Northwestern  Division 

Western  Division 

BENEDICTION  

RECESSIONAL 

REPORT  OF  L’AUMONIER  NATIONAL 
REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES: 

Credentials  

Registration 

Resolutions  

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  FOR  1981-1982 
PRESENTATION  OF  LES  MARECHALS  

PRESENTATION  OF  NATIONAL  PAGES 


Chapeaux  Nationaux  passes 

Les  Divisional  Chapeaux  Nationaux 
Mrs.  Chris  Schweitzer,  L’Aumonier  National 

Mrs.  Audrey  Con  lee 

Mrs.  Ronald  L.  Aichholz 

Le  Chapeau  National 

Les  Divisional  Chapeaux  Nationaux 

Mrs.  Margaret  Jenney 

Mrs.  Clarence  Kates 

Mrs.  Jean  Hayes 

Miss  Fern  Bender 

Mrs.  C.  B.  McLaughlin 

.Mrs.  Chris  Schweitzer,  L’Aumonier  National 

Mrs.  Chris  Schweitzer 

Mrs.  Margaret  Klemm 

Mrs.  Peggy  Rudio 

Mrs.  Nelson  Bowman 

Mrs.  Thelma  Hammerle 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Brady 
Mrs.  Betty  Cook,  Chairman 


Mrs.  Shirley  Davis 
Mrs.  Sally  Olin 
Mrs.  Dorothy  DePersis 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Baxter 
Mrs.  Nana  A.  Lewis 

PRESENTATION  OF  PERSONAL  PAGES 

To  Le  Chapeau  National  Mrs.  Nelson  Bowman,  Mrs.  Ethel  Marsh 

To  La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale Miss  Gretna  McClain 

RATIFICATION  OF  ELECTION  OF  LES  DIVISIONAL  DEMI  CHAPEAUX  NATIONAUX 

REPORT  OF  JUDGE  OF  ELECTIONS Mrs.  Olga  Wold 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 

PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED  OFFICERS  FOR  1981-1982 


RECESS 


POST  MARCHE  POUVOIR 

PIKAKE  ROOM 

Immediately  following  afternoon  session 
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LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE  BANQUET 

Wednesday,  September  2,  1981  7:00  P.M. 


Princess  Room  

PROCESSIONAL  OF  GUESTS 

INVOCATION Mrs.  Chris  Schweitzer, 

L’Aumonier  National 
PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  . .Led  by  Mrs.  Joseph  Mardu, 

La  Concierge  Nationale 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM  Assembly 


WELCOME Mrs.  Betty  Mark,  Banquet  Chairman 

RESPONSE  Mrs.  Harry  Russell,  Le  Demi 

Chapeau  National 


Princess  Kauilani 

ENTERTAINMENT 

INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS  FOR  1981-1982 
PRESENTATION  OF  LE  CHAPEAU 

NATIONAL  PASSE  PIN Mrs.  James  Collins 

Chapeau  National  Passe 

BENEDICTION Mrs.  Chris  Schweitzer, 

L’Aumonier  National 

RETIREMENT  OF  COLORS 
ADJOURNMENT 


SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES 


DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale,  California,  Chairman 
Miss  Julia  Mullan,  Massachusetts 
Mrs.  Elmer  Martin,  Illinois 
Mrs.  James  Collins,  Indiana 

CREDENTIALS 

Mrs.  Margaret  Klemm,  California,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Jean  Cherpitel,  Kansas 
Mrs.  Eva  Norris,  Indiana 

RULES  AND  ORDER 

Mrs.  Walter  Bonham,  Oklahoma,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Arlene  Downing,  Oregon 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Mersman,  Illinois 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mrs.  Nelson  Bowman,  Ohio,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Elsie  Hemphill,  Kansas 
Mrs.  Ruth  Pickerelli,  New  Jersey 

REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Peggy  Rudio,  Hawaii,  Chairman 

LES  MARECHALS 

Mrs.  Thelma  Hammerle,  Colorado 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Brady,  Ohio 

NATIONAL  PAGES 

Mrs.  Betty  Cook,  Michigan,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Shirley  Davis,  Ohio 
Mrs.  Sally  Olin,  Washington 
Mrs.  Dorothy  DePersis,  New  York 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Baxter,  New  Jersey 
Mrs.  Nana  Lewis,  Kansas 

PERSONAL  PAGES  TO  LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  Nelson  Bowman,  Ohio 
Mrs.  Ethel  Marsh,  California 

PERSONAL  PAGE  TO  LE  SECRET AIRE-CAISSIERE 

Miss  Gretna  McClain,  Florida 


JUDGE  OF  ELECTION 

Mrs.  Olga  Wold,  Washington 

TELLERS 

Mrs.  Martha  Barron,  Arizona 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Poremba,  Connecticut 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Hochbrueckner,  New  York 
Mrs.  Willoughby  Phillips,  Florida 

COORDINATOR  OF  CANDIDATES  RECEPTION 

Mrs.  Elmer  Martin,  Illinois 

CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Kay  Medeiros 

SECRET  AIRE-CAISSIERE 

Mrs.  Anna  P.  Gouveia 

BANQUET  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Betty  K.  C.  Mark 

REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Peggy  Rudio 

DECORATIONS  & FAVORS 

Mrs.  Rosabella  Kealoha 

PUBLICITY  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Eileen  N.  Carter 

HALLS  AND  SEATING 

Mrs.  Josephine  L.  Keanu 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Mrs.  Margaret  Niderost 

FIRST  AID 

Mrs.  Stella  Kekawa 

DISPLAYS 

Mrs.  Helen  H.  Hee 

AIDE  TO  LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  Amy  Farias 

AIDE  TO  L’AUMONIER  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  Rose  T.  Costa 
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The  American  Legion 
National  Emblem  Sales 
Locations 

LEGION  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 
Hilton  Hawaiian  Village 
Lobby 

Friday,  August  28  Through 
Thursday,  September  3 
Open:  9:00  A.M.  Daily 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village 

Coral  Ballroom 
Lobby 

Tuesday,  September  1 Through 
Thursday,  September  3 
Open  Daily  During  Sessions 

AUXILIARY  HEADQUARTERS 
Sheraton- Waikiki 
Lobby 

Friday,  August  28  Through 
Wednesday,  September  2 
Open:  9:00  A.M.  Daily 

All  locations  will  have  a complete  stock  of  American 
Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary  merchandise. 
Among  the  many  items  are  shirts,  ties,  cap  insignia, 
official  jewelry,  and  gift  items. 


IamaMarine. 
One  of  the  few. 
One  of  the  proud. 

I am  part  of  a patriotic  legend  that  began  on 
November  10,  1775.  Over  200  years  ago,  a few 
good  men  banded  together  and  helped  win  our 
country’s  independence.  Generation  after 
generation  of  Marines  followed  in  their  footsteps. 
Ready  to  keep  us— all  of  us— free.  That  is  where 
I stand  today.  A Marine.  One  of  the  few. 

One  of  the  proud. 

For  recruiting  information,  call  800-423-2600,  toll  free.  In  California,  800-252-0241 
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SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


AGENDA 

TENTH  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


National  Convention  Parade Sunday,  August  30,  2:00  p.m. 


Registration Sunday,  August  30,  4:40  p.m. 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel, 
adjacent  to  National  Headquarters 
Office. 


Donald  L.  Willson 
(Pennsylvania) 
National  Commander 


National  Executive  Committee Sunday,  August  30,  6:00-8:00  p.m. 

(Pre-Convention  Meeting)  Empire  I,  Second  Floor,  Ocean 

Tower,  Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel 


10th  National  Convention Monday,  August  31,  9:00-3:30  p.m., 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel,  Long 
House,  adjacent  to  Main  Lobby 


Presiding  Officer Donald  L.  Willson  (PA),  SAL  National 

Commander 


Joseph  A.  Paviglianti 
(New  York) 
National  Adjutant 


10th  National  Convention Tuesday,  September  1,  9:00-3:30  p.m. 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel,  Long 
House,  adjacent  to  Main  Lobby 


National  Executive  Committee Tuesday,  September  1,  following  the 

(Post-convention  meeting)  conclusion  of  the  National  Convention, 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel,  Long 
House,  adjacent  to  Main  Lobby. 
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THE  S.A.L. 

National  Officers  1980-1981 


Front  Row  (left  to  right):  National  Adjutant  Joe  Paviglianti,  National  Commander  Donald  Willson,  National  Vice  Commander 
Maurice  Bard,  National  Vice  Commander  Joe  Roberts.  Back  Row  (left  to  right):  National  Sgt.-at-Arms  Ed  Fisher,  National 
Chaplain  John  Keys,  National  Vice  Commander  Richard  McKinery,  National  Vice  Commander  Tim  Keith,  National  Judge 
Advocate  Kent  Breedlove,  National  Historian  Thomas  J.  Ward. 


Past  National  Commanders  of  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 


Michael  Seaton 

Robert  McBridge 

J.  Richard  Stillwell 

John  Smolinsky 

Robert  H.  Faust 

James  Hartman 

(California) 

(Ohio) 

(Illinois) 

(Massachusetts) 

(California) 

(Maryland) 

1968 

1969 

1970-71 

1972 

1973 

1974 

Greg  Reis 

Grant  M.  Jamieson 

Charles  E.  Gannon 

John  Sherrard 

Richard  J.  Kepler 

Ernest  Wilson,  Jr. 

(Illinois) 

(Michigan) 

(Maryland) 

(California) 

(Florida) 

(New  Jersey) 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 
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For  Booklets,  Films,  or 
Other  Information,  Write: 

Community  Relations  Branch 
U.S.  Coast  Guard 
Washington,  D.C.  20593 


LEGIONNAIRES 

After  the  Convention, 

- Get  to  Know  Us  Better  . . . 


The  National  Americanism  Commission  says 

Scouting  units  should  be  a 
must  in  every  Legion  Post. 


SCOUTING  BUILDS... 

Character,  Citizenship,  Fitness 
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100  Point  Department  Commanders 


L.  Shepard 

Alaska 


D.  Whalen 

Arizona 


G.  McQuain 

Arkansas 


B.  Thiesin 

California 


C.  Smith 

Colorado 


J.  Simons 

Delaware 


R.  Mattox 

Florida 


C.  Hudson 

Idaho 


R.  Anglin 

Indiana 


J.  Youmans 

Iowa 


These  are  the  Commanders  who  led  their  respective  Departments  to 
100  or  more  points  during  this  1980-81  American  Legion  year 
under  a scoring  system  set  up  by  the  National  Membership  and  Post 
Activities  Committee.  Departments  earned  points  by  meeting 
specified  membership  goals  on  target  dates  during  the  year  and  by 
chartering  new  American  Legion  Posts. 


J.  Carr 

Kansas 


W.  Borel 

Louisiana 


W.  Ciciotte 

Maine 


T.  Carawan 

Maryland 


G.  Ainstie 

Michigan 


F.  Fay 

Minnesota 


A.  Anderson 

Mississippi 
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C.  Wilcox 

Missouri 


M.  Monroe 

New  Jersey 


L.  Wyatt 

Oklahoma 


E.  Pendarvis 

South  Carolina 


W.  Petersen 

Montana 


E.  Farr 

Nebraska 


B.  Oakes 

Nevada 


R.  Allen 

New  Hampshire 


A.  Wisneski 

New  Mexico 


R.  LaGasse 

New  York 


L.  Hoff 

North  Dakota 


T.  Gabel 

Ohio 


R.  Holmes 

Oregon 


E.  Zserai 

Pennsylvania 


J.  Rivera 

Puerto  Rico 


O.  Sloan 

Rhode  Island 


G.  Little 

South  Dakota 


J.  Raulston 

Tennessee 


H.  Riggs 

Texas 


C.  LeBeau 

Vermont 
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D.  Orndorff 

West  Virginia 


W.  Williams 

Wisconsin 


D.  Wheeler 

Wyoming 


ONLY  THE  ARMY 
CAN  MAKE  YOU 
THIS  OFFER. 


1 A TWO-YEAR  ENLISTMENT. 

I Only  the  Army  can  offer  you  a two-year 
enlistment,  plus  training,  travel,  and  the 

I following  Army  benefits. 

WHEN  TO  REPORT. 

Ilf  you  qualify  for  our  Delayed  Entry 

Program,  you  can  reserve  the  skill  training 

I or  duty  station  of  your  choice  for  up  to 
twelve  months  in  advance.  And  well 
guarantee  it. 

| YOUR  CHOKE  OF  LOCATION. 

You’ll  have  several  posts  in  the  U.S. 

I from  which  to  choose,  and  there’s  even 
a chance  you’ll  be  stationed  in  Europe. 

I Wherever  you  choose,  we  ll  guarantee  it. 

YOUR  CHOKE  OF  TRAINING 

I With  a two-year  enlistment,  you’ll  have 
a selection  of  over  50  skills  (many  have 

I civilian  applications).  If  your  choice  isn’t 
available  now,  we  11  guarantee  it  for  later. 


GENEROUS  EDUCATIONAL 
BENEFITS. 

We  have  generous  college  benefits. 

And  with  a two-year  enlistment,  you  may 
qualify  for  thousands  of  dollars  in 
educational  assistance  and  substantial 
bonuses. 

2/3  OFF  YOUR  STUDENT  LOAN. 

If  you  started  college  on  a National 
Direct  Student  Loan  or  a Guaranteed 
Student  Loan  (made  after  Oct.  1,  1975), 
a two-year  enlistment  in  certain  skills  will 
absolve  you  from  2/3  of  your  indebted- 
ness or  $3,000  (whichever  is  greater).  Only 
the  Army  can  help  you  return  to  civilian 
life  in  just  two  years,  with  the  majority 
of  your  student  loan  forgiven. 

FIND  OUT  MORE. 

To  find  out  how  to  serve  your  country 
for  just  two  years,  call  your  local  Army 
Representative.  Check  the  Yellow  Pages 
under  “Recruiting.’’ 


ARMY.  BE  ALLYOU  CAN  BE. 
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SPONSOR  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
ROTC  ACHIEVEMENT  PROGRAM 


Mr.  Fred  Rice,  The  American  Legion,  presents  the  Legion’s  Scholastic  Award 
to  Air  Force  ROTC  Cadet  Dana  L.  Cagle  during  ceremonies  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina. 


For  further  information  write: 


National  Security-Foreign  Relations  Division 
1608  K Street  NW 


Washington,  D.C.  20006 


Help  turn 
a kid  around. 

What  does  it  take  to  turn  a kid  around?  A place 
to  go  and  someone  to  talk  to. 

And  that’s  what  Boys  Clubs  are. 

A thousand  Clubs  where  everyday  over  a million 
kids  can  find  full-time  youth  workers  and  programs  to 
open  up  their  lives.  And  their  creativity.  And  train  them 
for  jobs.  And  teach  them  how  to  cope  with  drugs  and 
alcohol  like  adults.  Maybe  better. 

A Boys  Club.  That’s  all  it  takes. 

We  need  you  to  continue  our  work.  Because 
without  your  support,  a million  kids  might  just  add  up  to 
nothing. 

Support  the  Boys  Clubs  of  America. 


BOYS  CLUBS 

OF  AMERICA 
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Legionnaires,  members  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  members  of  their 
families  will  find  many  beautiful  sites  to  see  and  visit  during  their 
stay  in  Hawaii.  In  addition  to  the  scenery,  there  are  historical 


places  to  visit.  The  Islands  will  fascinate  you.  Pictured  on  this 
page  are  only  a few  of  the  scenes  that  you  will  want  to  see . (AH 
photographs  are  the  courtesy  of  the  Hawaii  Visitors  bureau) 


ARIZONA  MEMORIAL-A  trip  to  the  U.S.S.  Arizona  Memorial  at 
Pearl  Harbor  is  a must  for  the  Honolulu  visitor.  The  U.S.  Navy 
operates  a launch  service  to  the  memorial. 


IOLANI  PALACE-One  of  Honolulu’s  historic  sites,  houses  the 
only  throne  room  under  the  American  flag.  Hawaiian  Royalty 
once  lived  in  the  palace. 


CITY  OF  REFUGE-Tikis  shown  here 
are  at  the  City  of  Refuge,  a revered  site 
to  Hawaiians.  Located  at  the  southern 
end  of  Kealakekua  Bay  on  the  Island  of 
Hawaii,  many  students  of  Polynesian 
culture  visit  the  area  to  study  the  heiau 
which  once  held  the  remains  of 
Hawaiian  kings. 


HONOLULU  LANDMARK-The  gleaming  white  marble  “Gar- 
den of  the  Missing’’  at  Punchbowl  National  Memorial  Cemetery 
of  the  Pacific  is  seen  in  the  hollow  of  the  crater. 


Swaying  hips  and  lovely  hula  hands  are 
basic  to  any  dancer  of  the  Hawaiian 
hula.  This  pretty  Hawaiian  girl  dressed 
in  a ti  leaf  skirt  demonstrates  the  grace- 
fulness of  her  art. 


KAMEHAMEHA  STATU  E-Hero  of  the 
Hawaiians , Kamehameha  I,  united  the 
Islands  into  one  kingdom  and  founded 
the  dynasty  that  carried  his  name.  On 
June  11,  Kamehameha  Day,  Hawaiian 
societies  drape  thousands  of  flowers 
about  the  statue  in  the  form  of  leis. 


THE  CURVING  WHITE  Beach  at  Waikiki  attracts  thousands  of 
visitors  monthly.  The  strand,  in  Honolulu,  stretches  from  the  Ala 
Wed  Boat  Harbor  to  Diamond  Head.  Ft.  DeRussy  is  located  in  the 
left  of  the  picture  and  beautiful  Kapiolani  Park  is  on  the  right. 
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The  American 

Legion  Salutes 

Outstanding 

Students  At 

Military 

Academies 

1981 


The  United  States  Coast  Guard  Academy  had  a tie  between  two  of 
its  recipients  of  The  American  Legion  Award.  National  Vice 
Commander  Matthew  W.  Jamieson  is  pictured  presenting  the 
award  to  Kurt  J . Collella  of  Barrington,  Rhode  Island. 


The  co-winner  from  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Academy  was  Timothy 
M.  Henry  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  National  Vice  Commander 
Matthew  W.  Jamieson  of  Michigan  presented  the  award  on  behalf 
of  The  American  Legion. 


National  Vice  Commander  Ralph  M.  Godwin  of  Mississippi  pre- 
sents The  American  Legion  Award  to  Timothy  S.  MacGregor  of 
Binghamton,  New  York,  at  the  United  States  Naval  Academy.  The 
presentation  took  place  on  May  26,  1981 . 


Cadet  First  Class  (Senior)  Daniel  O.  Wyman  of  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada,  of  the  United  States  Air  Force  Academy  received  The 
American  Legion  Award  from  National  Vice  Commander  Keith 
H.  Gwilliam  of  Utah. 


Cadet  Mark  T.  Marino  is  the  recipient  of  The  American  Legion 
Award  at  the  United  States  Military  Academy.  National  Vice 
Commander  Dr.  Almo  J.  Sebastianelli  of  Pennsylvania  makes  the 
presentation. 
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ORDER  FROM:  National  Emblem  Sales, 
The  American  Legion,  P.O.  Box  1055, 
Indianapolis,  In.  46206 


Please  ship: 

Aloha  Shirt:  Quantity  

Mumuu:  Quantity  

Carry  on  Bag:  Quantity 
Sport  Cap:  Quantity 
Enclosed  is  $ 


MASTER  CHARGE  Card  No. 

Expires  Interbank  No. 

Name 
Street 

City  - State 


Add  shipping  and  insurance  to  all  orders 


■OONAl 


_ Sizes 
_ Sizes 
Initials 


or:  Charge  my 


VISA 


Arrive  in  Honolulu  and 
attend  the  convention 
in  comfort.  Let 
everyone  know  that  we 
are  in  town.  Ideal  for 
summer  wear  at  home 
too.  Lightweight,  wash 
and  wear  fabric  has 
emblems  of  Legion, 
Auxiliary  and  S.A.L. 
printed  into  the  pattern. 
Muu-muu  is  street 
length.  Aloha  shirt  is 
especially  designed  for 
us, — to  fit. 


ALOHA  SHIRT  — $15.95 

SIZES 

S M L 

14-14%  15-15%  16-16% 


XL  XXL 

17-17%  18-18% 


MUU-MUU  — $22.95 


SIZES 


S M L XL 
To  10  12-16  18-20  22+ 


CARRY  ON  BAG  — $9.95 


Ideal  for  plane  and  beach. 
Your  3 initials  free. 
(Specify) 


SPORTS  CAP  — $4.95 


Protection  from  the  sun. 
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THE  GUARD  & RESERVE: 


It’s  their  job  to  protect  you. 

It’s  you  who  protect  their  jobs. 


Nearly  one-third  of  our  nation's  defense  is  in  the 
National  Guard  and  Reserve.  These  volunteer  citizen  soldiers, 
sailors,  airmen,  and  marines  protect  us  should  there  be  national 
crisis  or  environmental  disaster.  They  must  be  trained. 

And  ready.  As  your  employees  — THEY  NEED  YOUR  SUPPORT. 
Join  America's  360,000  employers  who  are  helping 
strengthen  our  nation's  defense. 

For  information  on  how  you  can  help,  write: 

Employer  Support,  Arlington,  VA  22209. 


EMPLOYERS  SUPPORT 
THE  GUARD  & RESERVE 

Arlington,  VA  22209 
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In  Appreciation 


Project  Officers 


Earl  Greathouse 
DOD  Coordinator 


Capt.  D.  E.  Miller 
USMC 


Lt.  Drew  Hurley 
Air  National  Guard 


Lt.  Mark  Scire 
USCG 


Lt.  Comm.  Art  Humphries 
USN 


Capt.  Richard  G.  Hooter 
USA 


Capt.  Richard  L.  Oborn 
USAF 


The  American  Legion  National  Convention  Corporation  of 
Hawaii  and  The  American  Legion  expresses  appreciation  and 
thanks  to  Admiral  James  D.  Watkins,  Parade  Grand  Marshall; 
the  Parade  Deputy  Grand  Marshalls;  Mr.  Earl  Greathouse, 


DOD  Coordinator  and  the  Project  Officers  for  their  cooperation 
and  contributions  towards  the  success  of  the  63rd  Annual 
National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion. 
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Ala  Wai 
Golf  Course 


Parade  Information 

The  American  Legion  63rd  National  Convention 


(=1  <=c 


U_  Cd.  Q 

i—  ro 


DATE:  Sunday,  August  30,  1981 


TIME:  2:00  P.M. 


FORMATION  AREA:  See  Attached 
Map 


ROUTE:  On  Kalakaua  Avenue,  from 
Fort  DeRussy  east  to  Monsarrat  Av- 
enue (Kapiolani  Park)  the  disband- 
ing point. 


DISBANDING  AREA:  On  Monsarrat 
Avenue,  near  Band  Shell,  Kapiolani 
Park. 


REVIEWING  STAND:  On  south  side 
(ocean)  of  Kalakaua  Avenue  at 
Kealohilani  Avenue. 
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PARADE  ORDER 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PARADE 

Sunday,  August  30,  1981 
2:00  p.m. 


GRAND  MARSHAL 

Admiral  James  D.  Watkins 
Commander-In-Chief 
Pacific  Fleet 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 
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PARADE  ORDER 


The  official  parade  of  the  63rd  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  will  be  governed  by  instructions  contained  herein,  together  with  the 
Organization  and  March  Time  Table  and  Assembly  and  Disbanding  Area  Map,  which  are  made  a part  hereof. 

1.  TIME:  (All  times  in  these  orders  are  Hawaii  Standard  Time.) 

(a)  The  leading  element  of  the  parade  will  move  from  the  “Initial  Point”  (corner  of  Kalakaua  Avenue  and  Saratoga  Road)  promptly  at  2:00  P.M., 
Sunday,  August  30,  1981,  regardless  of  weather. 

(b)  The  time  and  place  of  assembly  for  each  Department  or  element  of  the  parade  will  be  shown  in  detail  on  the  Organization  and  March  Time 
Table,  a copy  of  which  has  been  sent  to  each  Department  Adjutant  and  to  the  Department  Parade  Chairman.  A meeting  of  all  Department 
Parade  Chairmen  will  be  held  at  2:00  P.M.,  Saturday,  August  29, 1 981 , in  Coral  Ballroom  III  of  the  Hilton  Hawaiian  Village 
Hotel. 

(c)  A Parade  Official  will  meet  his  assigned  division  at  the  assembly  area  following  unloading.  He  will  direct  the  buses  toward  the  route  to  the 
disbanding  area. 

(d)  Because  of  the  nature  of  the  assembly  area,  accurate  logistics  are  essential.  PROMPTNESS  IN  ARRIVAL  AT  THE  ASSEMBLY  AREA  IS 
MANDATORY. 

2.  ROUTE:  On  Kalakaua  Avenue,  east  from  Fort  DeRussy  to  Monsarrat  Avenue,  (Kapiolani  Park)  the  disbanding  area. 

3.  ASSEMBLY  AREA: 

(a)  Assembly  area  - Fort  DeRussy.  (Refer  to  attached  map) 

(b)  Additional  instructions  for  each  Department  will  be  furnished  by  the  Parade  Committee  at  the  meeting  of  the  Department  Parade  Chairmen  on 
Saturday,  August  29,  at  2:00  P.M.,  in  Coral  Ballroom  III  of  the  Hilton  Hawaiian  Village  Hotel. 

(c)  Signs  carrying  Division  number  will  designate  the  head  of  each  Division  assembly  point. 

(d)  Float  assembly  area  will  be  announced. 

4.  ORGANIZATION: 

(a)  All  elements  have  been  assigned  to  Divisions,  each  under  the  direction  of  a parade  official.  The  composition  of  these  Divisions,  order  of 
March,  and  time  and  place  of  assembly  is  shown  on  the  Organization  and  March  Time  Table  and  Assembly  and  Disbanding  Area  Map  supplied 
to  Department  Parade  Chairmen. 

(b)  All  Department  of  Defense  Units  will  be  governed  by  applicable  regulations. 

(c)  Each  Department  Commander  or  appointed  parade  representative  will  be  responsible  for  the  order  of  march  and  promptness  of  arrival  at  the 
assembly  area  of  all  units  of  his  Department.  All  units  will  conform  to  the  following  distribution  and  formation: 

(1)  MASSED  COLORS:  Eight  (8)  abreast 

All  American  Flags,  the  Department  and  Post  Colors  of  each  Department  and  the  Department  and  Unit  Colors  of  each  Department  of  the 
Auxiliary,  will  be  massed  at  the  head  of  each  Department  Delegation  in  that  order. 

(2)  American  Legion  Units  within  Departments  will  march  in  formation  eight  (8)  abreast,  one  and  one-half  yards  between  ranks. 

(3)  BAND  AND  DRUM  CORPS:  As  directed  by  Drum  Majors,  but  not  to  exceed  eight  (8)  abreast. 

(4)  Authorized  floats  and  automobiles  in  single  column.  No  unauthorized  floats  or  automobiles  will  be  allowed  to  participate.  All  vehicles 
participating  in  the  parade  must  be  equipped  with  identifying  signs  on  sides  thereof,  and  must  also  carry  an 
“OFFICIAL  CAR”  sticker  on  the  windshield. 

(5)  No  maneuvers  except  for  a forward  movement  - THIS  IS  A MUST.  All  violators  will  be  dismissed  from  the  parade  immediately . 


(d)  DISTANCES: 

(1)  Between  Divisions 30  yards 

(2)  Between  Departments  20  yards 

(3)  Between  elements  of  a Department 10  yards 


5.  DISBANDING  AREA: 

On  Monsarrat  Avenue  (Kapiolani  Park). 

6.  OFFICIAL  REVIEWING  STAND: 

The  official  reviewing  stand  will  be  located  on  the  south  ( makai ) side  of  Kalakaua  Avenue  at  Kealohilani  Avenue . Elements  will  render  a salute 
to  the  National  Commander  while  passing  the  reviewing  stand  (eyes  right).  Warning  signs  at  500  and  300  feet  will  inform  all  units  of  the 
distance  to  the  reviewing  stand. 

7.  ELIGIBILITY  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  PARADE  AND  CONDUCT  OF  PARTICIPANTS: 

(a)  Pursuant  to  a resolution  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the  National  Convention  Commission  at  Miami  Beach  on  March  12,  1960,  there  will  be  no 
participation  of  any  vehicles , equipment  or  items  of  wearing  apparel  of  the  40  et  8.  This  regulation  will  be  enforced  by  the  Parade  Committee  of 
the  1981  Convention  Corporation. 

(b)  With  the  exception  of  police,  military  and  naval  escort  and  distinguished  guests,  eligibility  to  participate  in  the  parade  is  limited  to  the  members 
of  the  American  Legion  and  the  uniformed  bodies  of  The  American  Legion  and  the  uniformed  bodies  of  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
subject  to  restriction  of  the  following  activities  which  shall  be  prohibited  in  the  line  of  march: 

(1)  The  drinking  of  or  simulated  drinking  of  intoxicants. 

(2)  Participants  under  the  influence  of  intoxicants. 

(3)  Use  of  water  pistols  and  electric  shocking  devices. 

(4)  Female  impersonators. 

(5)  Firecrackers  and  any  other  explosives. 

(6)  Any  presentation  or  representation  either  immoral  or  in  bad  taste. 

(7)  Distribution  of  souvenirs,  promotional  or  advertising  material,  either  from  floats  or  by  marching  units. 

(c)  Violators  of  any  of  the  above  rules  will  be  dismissed  from  the  parade  immediately. 

8.  FIRST  AID  STATIONS: 

First  Aid  Stations  will  be  established  in  the  assembly  area,  at  intervals  along  the  line  of  march  and  the  disbanding  area. 


84 


MARCH  ORDER 

ESCORT  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  1:00  P.M. 

Departure  at  2:00  P.M. 

A.  ESCORT 

*B.  JOINT  SERVICE  COLOR  GUARD 
*C.  GRAND  MARSHAL 
*D.  HONORARY  GRAND  MARSHAL 
*E.  DEPUTY  GRAND  MARSHALS 
*F.  DOD  COORDINATOR 

*Bus  transportation  for  dignitaries  will  be  provided  and  will  depart  from 
the  Lobby  entrance.  Diamond  Head  Tower,  Hilton  Hawaiian  Village 
Hotel. This  bus  will  depart  at  precisely  1:15  P.M.,  and  will  be 
taken  by  police  escort  to  the  proper  parade  assembly  area. 

G.  UNITED  STATES  ARMY 

H.  UNITED  STATES  MARINE  CORPS 

I.  UNITED  STATES  NAVY 

J.  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 

K.  UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUARD 

L.  NATIONAL  GUARD 


I DIVISION 

Assemble  at  1:00  P.M. 

1.  KAMEHAMEHA  SCHOOL  BAND 

2.  National  Colors  and  1980  National  Championship  Color  Guard 

3.  National  Commander,  The  American  Legion 

4.  National  President,  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
*5.  National  Officers 

*6.  Past  National  Commanders 
*7.  Society  of  The  American  Legion  Founders 
*8.  The  American  Legion  Youth  Awards  Winners 
9.  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

10.  PUNAHOU  SCHOOL  BAND 

11.  The  American  National  Red  Cross 

12.  Seagram  Posts 

*Bus  transportation  for  dignitaries  will  be  provided  and  will  depart  from 
the  Lobby  entrance,  Diamond  Head  Tower,  Hilton  Hawaiian  Village 

Hotel.  This  bus  will  depart  at  precisely  1:15  P.M.,  and  will  be 
taken  by  police  escort  to  the  proper  parade  assembly  area. 

13.  Foreign  and  Outlying  Departments 
France 

Canada 

Panama 

Mexico 

WAIALUA  HIGH  & INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOL  BAND 

Philippines 

Italy 

14.  Alaska 


33.  Wisconsin 

34.  Oklahoma 

35.  KAIMUKI  HIGH 
SCHOOL  BAND 

36.  Indiana 

37.  Kansas 

38.  Texas 

39.  FARRINGTON 
HIGH  SCHOOL 
BAND 

40.  Colorado 

41.  Missouri 

42.  Michigan 


43.  Washington 

44.  California 

45.  South  Dakota 

46.  ROOSEVELT 
HIGH  SCHOOL 
BAND 

47.  West  Virginia 

48.  Delaware 

49.  Louisiana 

50.  Nevada 

51.  Pennsylvania 


52.  New  Jersey 

53.  Arkansas 

54.  PEARL  CITY 
HIGH  SCHOOL 
BAND 

55.  Tennessee 

56.  Iowa 

57.  Oregon 

58.  North  Dakota 

59.  Kentucky 

60.  Mississippi 


II  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  1:00  P.M. 

15.  Florida 

16.  Virginia 

17.  KAILUA  HIGH 
SCHOOL  BAND 

18.  Maryland 

19.  Maine 

20.  Arizona 

21.  New  Mexico 

22.  Minnesota 


61.  Rhode  Island 

62.  North  Carolina 

63.  New  York 

64.  Connecticut 

65.  Utah 

66.  Massachusetts 

67.  Idaho 


III  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  2:00  P.M. 

23.  Ohio 

24.  Wyoming 

25.  MILILANI  HIGH 
SCHOOL  BAND 

26.  Vermont 

27.  Nebraska 

28.  South  Carolina 

29.  Montana 

30.  New  Hampshire 

31.  KAISER  HIGH 
SCHOOL  BAND 

32.  Puerto  Rico 


68.  Georgia 

69.  Illinois 

70.  ST.  LOUIS  HIGH 
SCHOOL  BAND 

71.  Alabama 

72.  District  of 
Columbia 

73.  CHINESE 
PHYSICAL 
CULTURE 
ASSOCIATION 

74.  Hawaii 


IV  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  2:30  P.M. 


V DIVISION 

Assemble  at  3:00  P.M. 


VI  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  3:30  P.M. 


VII  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  4:00  P.M. 


VIII  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  4:30  P.M. 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
CRIME  RESISTANCE  PROGRAM 

IN  YOUR  COMMUNITY 

For  further  information  write: 

National  Security-Foreign  Relations  Division 
1608  K Street  NW 
Washington  D.C.  20006 


THE  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  NEWS  BULLETIN  IS  THE  BEST  SOURCE  OF 
INFORMATION  ON  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  LEGISLATIVE  PROGRAM.  TO  RE- 
CEIVE A YEAR’S  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  THE  NEWS  BULLETIN,  USE  THE  ORDER 
BLANK  BELOW  AND  BECOME  A MEMBER  OF  THE  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE 
TEAM. 


Make  check  or 


NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  NEWS  BULLETIN 
The  American  Legion,  1608  K St.,  N.W. 
Washington,  D.C.  20006 


money  order  payable  to 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Enclosed  is  Five  Dollars  for  a subscription  to  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  NEWS 
BULLETIN 

PLEASE  PRINT 

SUBSCRIPTION  ORDERED  BY:  SEND  BULLETIN  TO: 


Name  & Title 


Name 


Address: 

Address: 

(Street  or  Box  Number) 

(Street  or  Box  Number) 

(City)  (State) 

Post/Unit  No. 

(Zip) 

(City) 

Post/Unit 

(State) 

No. 

(Zip) 
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Hawaiian  Weather 

Hawaii  is  famous  for  a lot  of  things,  and  certainly  her  weather  is 
one  of  these. 

Of  course  the  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  will  be  in 
the  hottest  part  of  the  year,  but  then,  it  always  is,  no  matter  where 
it’s  held,  so  you  should  have  become  used  to  that  by  now. 

Strangely  enough,  although  Hawaii  is  further  south  than  any 
other  state,  it  may  very  well  be  cooler  here  than  it  is  back  home. 

When  you  get  up  in  the  morning,  the  temperature  will  probably 
be  somewhere  between  75  and  80  degrees.  In  the  middle  of  a 
sunny  day,  it  may  get  up  into  the  mid-nineties. 

However,  you  have  to  take  into  account  the  fact  that  the  whole 
State  of  Hawaii  is  air-conditioned. 

Honest! 

When  the  trade  winds  are  blowing,  the  air  that  moves  through 
Hawaii  has  already  been  cooled  by  crossing  two  thousand  miles  of 
ocean.  That’s  much  the  same  as  the  way  your  air-conditioner 
works  at  home. 

You’ll  love  the  trade  winds.  They  cool  you  off  on  the  beach  or 
in  your  hotel  room.  They  blow  all  the  exhaust  of  the  city  away 
from  the  islands,  and  they  make  pretty  white-caps  on  the  blue 
Pacific  Ocean. 

You  are  going  to  have  to  get  used  to  something  else  in  Hawaii, 
thanks  to  those  trade  winds. 

The  sky  is  blue. 

Not  drab,  hazy  blue,  but  dark,  crisp  blue. 

And  you  can  see  the  horizon.  There  isn’t  enough  haze  to  hide 
anything.  You  can  see  in  a straight  line,  all  the  way  to  the  edge  of 
the  world. 

Airplane  pilots  tell  us  that  sometimes  when  they  are  flying  a 
few  thousand  feet  above  Honolulu,  they  can  see  the  Island  of 
Hawaii,  200  miles  away. 

Of  course,  the  State  has  its  “unusual”  weather  too,  once  in  a 
while.  If  something  stops  the  trade  winds,  or  if  a low  pressure  area 
develops  north  of  the  Islands,  we  may  get  what  is  called  “Kona 
weather”.  “Kona”  is  simply  the  Hawaiian  word  for  “leeward”. 
Leeward  weather  means  that  muggy,  sometimes  stormy  air  blows 
over  Hawaii  from  the  tropic  zone  south  and  to  the  leeward  of 
Hawaii. 

Nobody  likes  Kona  weather. 

But  cheer  up,  we  USUALLY  have  Kona  weather  in  the  winter 
months. 

In  August,  when  you’ll  be  here,  we  have  lots  of  visitors  looking 
for  sunshine,  and  the  United  States  Weather  Bureau  courteously 
forbids  the  occurence  of  Kona  weather. 

Usually  . . . 


What  he  knows 
about  electronics 
could  get  him 
a job  anywhere. 

He  likes  the 
one  he’s  got 
with  the  Navy. 


It’s  working  for  America. 


To  many  people,  the  Mavy  may 
seem  like  a lot  of  ships  and 
people  in  uniform,  but  today’s 
Mavy  is  much  more.  It’s  a skilled 
workforce  of  Mavy-trained  men 
and  women  working  in  highly 
technical  fields. 

Like  electronics.  From  avia- 
tion electronics  to  interior  com- 
munications, some  of  the  best 
people  in  their  fields  are  in  the 
Mavy.  And  that  makes  us  proud. 

They’re  Mavy-trained  career 
people.  Men  and  women  who 
not  only  believe  in  being  the  best 
at  what  they  do,  but  believe  it 
means  a little  bit  more  when  it’s 
done  for  their  country. 

Navy  know-how. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

COVERS  PERIOD  ENDING  JUNE  1,  1981 


The  final  pages  of  this  official  program  of  the  63rd  Annual 
National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  contain  a con- 
densed annual  report  for  the  American  Legion  1980-81  year.  A 
complete,  detailed  report  has  been  prepared  for  submission  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  in  accordance  with  requirements  of 
the  Legion’s  Congressionally-granted  charter. 

Believing  that  the  delegates  to  the  National  Convention  are 
entitled  to  receive  a concise  statement  of  the  major  activities  of 
The  American  Legion  year  ending  with  this  National  Conven- 
tion, your  national  headquarters  provides  this  illustrated  report  as 
a part  of  the  official  program.  In  this  manner,  we  are  assured  that 
every  delegate  and  every  one  who  registers  for  the  convention 
will  receive  the  condensed  annual  report. 


AIRLINE  RESERVATION 
AND 

RECONFIRMATION  INFORMATION 

Most  Convention  delegates  and  guests  have  traveled  to  Hon- 
olulu through  arrangements  made  by  travel  agencies.  Many 
agencies  have  representatives  readily  available,  as  do  the  major 
airlines.  Contact  those  agencies  or  airlines  if  you  have  travel 
problems 


The  American  Legion  continues  to  prosper  under  the  positive  guidance  of  our  dedicated  and  hard  working 
National  Commander,  Michael  J.  Kogutek.  The  Commander  has  met  challenges  with  sure  handed  diplomacy  and 
conviction,  and  has  worked  unselfishly  toward  attaining  the  promises  and  goals  of  our  time  tested  programs. 

As  this  report  is  written,  the  nation  is  again  probing  its  heritage 
through  the  process  of  debating  a popular  presidential  program  toward 
economic  recovery.  However,  examination  of  the  long  view  of  that  plan 
indicates  that  there  exists  a threat  to  the  VA  as  an  independent  and 
successful  agency  of  the  government  as  opposed  to  merger  with  or 
subordination  to  an  all-purpose  national  health  delivery  system. 


★ ★ ★ 
★ ★ 

★ ★ ★ 


The  Commander  has  directed  prime  attention  to  recognition  of  Viet- 
nam Veterans,  pinpointing  his  concerns  by  the  presentation  of  The 
American  Legion  Distinguished  Service  Award  in  memory  of  the  dead 
and  missing  of  the  Vietnam  War,  and  to  raising  substantial  funds  for 
construction  of  the  Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial. 

The  strength  of  the  organization  has  its  roots  in  the  post  level,  with 
emphasis  on  the  formation  of  new  posts  to  keep  abreast  with  surging 
population.  The  Harris  survey  concludes  that  “Challenge  and  opportun- 
ity mark  the  years  ahead  for  The  American  Legion.  ’ ’ The  challenge  is  to 
enroll  enough  new  members  to  assure  growth  and  long  term  strength, 
and  the  opportunity  is  that  eligibles  are  aware  and  receptive.  We  need  to 
sharpen  our  outreach  effort  by  developing  and  implementing  the  best  set 
of  strategies  to  attract  these  eligibles. 

The  remaining  pages  of  this  book  are  a condensed,  pictorial  report  of 
the  highlights  of  Commander  Kogutek’s  term  of  office  and  of  The 
American  Legion’s  year,  which  we  recommend  for  your  reading. 


^ f , ^ — • 


FRANK  C.  MOMSEN 


National  Adjutant 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  63RD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


A full,  detailed  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  accor- 
dance with  the  provisions  of  Public  Law  249,  77th  Congress,  approved  September  18,1 941 . 
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NATIONAL  OFFICERS 


Ralph  M.  Godwin 
(Mississippi) 

National  Vice  Commander 


Rev.  George  S.  Macres 
(Minnesota) 

National  Chaplain 


Michael  J.  Kogutek 
(New  York) 

National  Commander 


Keith  H.  Gwilliam 
(Utah) 

National  Vice  Commander 


Matthew  W.  Jamieson 
(Michigan) 

National  Vice  Commander 


Frank  C.  Momsen 
‘(Minnesota) 

‘National  Adjutant 


Robert  W.  Lowry 
(Nebraska) 

National  Vice  Commander 


Bertram  G.  Davis 
(New  York) 

National  Judge  Advocate 


Webber  LaGrange 
(Indiana) 

National  Treasurer 


Neal  S.  Sundeen 
(Arizona) 

National  Historian 


Dr.  Almo  Sebastianelli 
(Pennsylvania) 

National  Vice  Commander 


R.  M.  Singletary,  Jr. 
(South  Carolina) 

National  Sergeant-At-Arms 


The  American  Legion  will  be  convening  in  Honolulu  this  year  for  the  second  time,  and  it  will  mark  only  the  third  time  in  history  for  the 
nation's  largest  veterans’  organization  to  hold  its  National  Convention  outside  the  continental  limits  of  the  United  States. 


Aside  from  the  1973  National  Convention  of  the  Legion  in  the  beautiful  50th  state,  the  only  other  time  for  its  convention  to  be  conducted 
outside  the  48  contiguous  states  was  in  1 927 , when  the  Legion  took  a ‘ ‘Sentimental  Journey  ’ ’ back  to  the  city  of  its  origin — Paris , France . 

It  was  in  Paris,  Feb.  15-17,  1919,  that  a group  of  veterans  of  the  First  American  Expeditionary  Force  founded  the  Legion,  and  the 
organizational  structure  was  completed  at  a second  Founding  Caucus  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  8-10,  1919. 

A non-protit,  partiotic  service  organization,  the  Legion  draws  its  nearly  2,700,000  members  from  among  veterans  of  honorable  service 
of  World  War  I,  World  War  II,  Korea  and  Vietnam.  The  objective  of  the  organization  is  serve  to  God  and  country  as  spelled  out  in  the 
preamble  to  its  constitution. 


The  National  Headquarters  of  The  American  Legion  is  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  which  was  selected  by  action  of  the  First  National 
Convention  of  the  Legion  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  in  November,  1919.  The  organization  also  maintains  a major  national  office  in 
Washington,  D.C. 


Michael  J.  Kogutek  of  Lackawanna,  N.  Y.  is  the  1980-81  National  Commander  of  the  Legion.  He  was  elected  by  action  of  the  National 
Convention,  as  are  five  National  Vice  Commanders.  Other  National  Officers  are  named  by  the  National  Commander  with  the  approval  of 
the  National  Executive  Committee. 

‘Mr.  Momsen  served  as  National  Adjutant  until  June  30,  1981.  On  that  date  he  retired  and  was  succeeded  by  Robert  W.  Spangle. 
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The  National  Executive  Committee 


Between  National  Conventions,  the  administrative  authority  of  The  American  Legion  is  exercised  by  the  National  Executive  Commit- 
tee composed  of  the  National  Commander,  the  five  National  Vice  Commanders,  National  Chaplain,  and  one  committeeman  (plus 
alternate)  elected  by  each  department.  Past  National  Commanders  are  life  members  of  the  NEC  without  vote.  I he  NEC  appoints  the 
National  Adjutant,  Treasurer,  Judge  Advocate,  Chaplain,  Historian  and  Sergeant-at-Arms.  The  NEC  also  has  full  and  complete  control 
over  the  annual  budget. 


Alabama  

Alaska  

Arizona 

Arkansas  

California 

Canada  

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware  

District  of  Columbia 

Florida 

France  

Georgia 

Hawaii  

Idaho  

Illinois 

Indiana  

Iowa 

Italy  

Kansas 

Kentucky  

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland  

Massachusetts 

Mexico 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi  


Hamilton  Fish 

James  F . O’Neil 

S.  Perry  Brown 

George  N.  Craig  . . . 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr 

Donald  R.  Wilson  . . 
J . Addington  Wagner 

W.  C.  Daniel 

John  S.  Gleason,  Jr. 
Preston  J.  Moore  . . . 
Martin  B.  McKneally 
William  R.  Burke  . . . 
Charles  L.  Bacon  . . . 
Daniel  F . Foley 
Donald  E.  Johnson  . . 


National  Executive  Committeemen 


. . . . Lewis  E.  McCray  Missouri  Erman  W.  Taylor 

Robert  G.  Blair  Montana Robert  G.  Williams 

Louis  M . Pellon  Nebraska Lewis  L.  Adams 

. . Lawrence  E.  Fisher  Nevada Charles  F.  Langel 

Leo  P . Burke  New  Hampshire  M . Ray  Olmstead 

. . J.  Archie  Corriveau  New  Jersey Warren  R.  Davies 

. . . Harold  M.  Burdick  New  Mexico Robert  W.  Durand 

. . Henry  S.  Bialoglowy  New  York  Richard  M . Pedro 

John  E.  Byrne  North  Carolina Robert  A . Tart 

A.  Leo  Anderson  North  Dakota  O R.  Schulte 

Billy  Anderson  Ohio Charles  R.  Green 

. . Helmut  Spangenthal  Oklahoma Tom  C.  Smith 

W.  D.  Harrell  Oregon T.  Les  Galloway 

. . Libert  J . Pakele,  Jr.  Panama  Canal  Robert  McGuinness 

Elton  Ashton  Pennsylvania  Stephen  J . Mikosky 

. . Edward  F . Brennan  Philippines Ernesto  P . Golez 

....  Gilbert  E.  Sheeks  Puerto  Rico  Roberto  Gonzalez  Vazquez 

Dale  L.  Renaud  Rhode  Island Matthew  B.  Ryan 

. . Frank  C.  Bottigliero  South  Carolina  E.  Roy  Stone,  Jr. 

. . U.  S.  “Udie”  Grant  South  Dakota Wayne  Slade 

. . J . Leslie  Brown,  Jr.  Tennessee Charles  G.  Norton 

J.  B.  Broussard  Texas C.  Lynn  Steward 

Robert  C.  MacF arland  Utah William  E.  Christoffersen 

. . F.  Douglas  Johnson  Vermont  Donald  A.  Sisco 

. . . Robert  W.  Groccia  Virginia Thomas  J.  Gear 

Viet  Gentry,  Jr.  Washington  Arthur  E.  Rupert 

. . . Eugene  W.  Heugel  West  Virginia Jack  T.  Gribben 

. . . Donald  R.  Schroedl  Wisconsin  Ervin  Van  Dyke 

Fred  M.  Ingellis  Wyoming John  A.  Mokler 


Past  National  Commanders 


New  York  L.  Eldon  James Virginia 

New  Hampshire  John  E.  Davis North  Dakota 

Texas  William  E.  Galbraith Nebraska 

Indiana  William  C.  Doyle New  Jersey 

Georgia  J.  Milton  Patrick Oklahoma 

. .West  Virginia  Alfred  P . Charnie California 

Michigan  JohnH.  Geiger Illinois 

Virginia  Joe  L.  Matthews Texas 

Illinois  Robert  E.  L.  Eaton Maryland 

Oklahoma  James  M.  Wagonseller Ohio 

New  York  Harry  G.  Wiles Kansas 

California  William  J . Rogers  Maine 

Missouri  Robert  Charles  Smith Louisiana 

Minnesota  John  M.  (Jack)  Carey Michigan 

Iowa  Frank  I . Hamilton  Indiana 
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National  Commander  Kogutek  Shows  How 


The  American  Legion's  National  Commander  for  1980-81, 
Michael  J.  Kogutek  of  Lackawanna,  N.Y.,  takes  the  oath  of 
office  administered  by  National  Adjutant  Bertram  G.  Davis 
on  the  platform  of  the  1980  Legion  National  Convention  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  August  21,  1980. 


Other  Legion  leaders  selected  to  serve  with  National  Com- 
mander Kogutek  for  the  period  of  his  term  of  office  are:  (left  to 
right)  National  Vice  Commander  Dr.  Almo  Sebastianelli  of 
Jessup,  Pennsylvania;  Kogutek;  National  Vice  Commanders 
Ralph  M.  Godwin  of  Jackson,  Mississippi;  Keith  H.  Gwilliam  of 
Roy,  Utah;  Matthew  W.  Jamieson  of  Novi,  Michigan  and 
Robert  W.  Lowry  of  Cairo,  Nebraska. 


On  December  1,  1980,  National  Commander  Kogutek  re- 
ceived the  Bronze  Medal  of  Honor,  shown  here  being  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Norman  J.  Klauder,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Chapel  of  the  Four  Chaplains  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  The  Chapel  is  a permanent  memorial  to  four  military 
chaplains  who  gave  their  lives  during  the  sinking  of  the  U.  S. 
troopship  Dorchester  during  World  War  II,  by  giving  their  own 
life  preservers  to  other  soldiers,  then  going  down  with  their 
ship.  The  chaplains  represented  the  Protestant,  Catholic  and 
Jewish  faiths. 


On  courtesy  call  to  then  Secretary  of  State  Edmund  Muskie, 
American  Legion  National  Commander  Michael  J.  Kogutek 
presents  copies  of  those  Legion  convention  resolutions  dealing 
with  American  Legion  positions  in  the  area  of  foreign  rela- 
tions. 


Commander  Kogutek  presents  copies  of  American  Legion 
Convention  resolutions  dealing  with  National  Security  to  Air 
Force  General  David  C.  Jones,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff,  during  a courtesy  call  to  the  Pentagon  soon  after  the 
1980  Legion  National  Convention. 


During  the  1981  Washington  Conference,  Commander 
Kogutek  welcomes  new  United  States  Ambassador  to  the  Un- 
ited Nations,  Dr.  Jeane  Kirkpartick  as  she  appears  to  speak  to 
a joint  session  of  the  Legion's  National  Security  and  Foreign 
Relations  Commissions.  Ambassador  Kirkpatrick  was  making 
her  first  public  appearance  after  her  confirmation  as  U.S. 
envoy  to  the  U.N. 
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American  Legion  “Helps  America  Work! 


National  Commander,  Michael  J.  Kogutek  is  greeted  by  then 
Administrator  of  the  Veterans  Administration  Max  Cleland,  a 
paraplegic  Vietnam  War  veteran,  on  visit  to  the  Veterans 
Administration  offices  in  the  Nation's  capital. 


During  visit  to  American  Legionnaires  at  the  Panama  Canal, 
National  Commander  Kogutek  is  welcomed  by  Melville  E. 
Blake,  Jr.,  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission  at  the  American  Embassy 
in  Panama.  The  Commander  went  to  Mexico  and  Panama 
immediately  following  the  Washington  Conference. 


President  Reagan  receives  Commander  Kogutek  (at  Presi- 
dent's immediate  right)  and  seven  Vietnam  Veteran  Ameri- 
can Legionnaires  in  the  Oval  Office  after  the  March  1 6 cere- 
mony at  Arlington  National  Cemetery  where  the  Commander 
presented  The  American  Legion  Distinguished  Service  Medal 
as  a permanent  memorial  to  the  dead  and  missing  of  the 
Vietnam  War.  Others  pictured  are  (left  to  right)  Mark  Pease, 
Commander,  Department  of  Mexico;  Bruce  Thiesen,  Com- 
mander of  California  and  Mrs.  Anne  Funk  of  Denver,  Col- 
orado, a former  Army  Nurse  in  Vietnam. 


Commander  Kogutek  visits  garage  of  Indy  500  Race  Driver 
Tom  Sneva  as  Sneva  dedicated  his  1981  Memorial  Day  Race 
performance  to  the  cause  of  the  Legion's  effort  to  raise  funds 
for  the  Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial  that  will  be  constructed 
near  the  Lincoln  Memorial  in  Washington,  D.C. 


Ramond  P.  Bojanowski,  a member  of  Adam  Plewacki  Ameri- 
can Legion  Post  779,  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  receives  from  National 
Commander  Kogutek  during  the  Washington  Conference  a 
citation  designating  him  as  the  VAVS  (Veterans  Administra- 
tion Volunteer  Service)  Worker  of  the  Year. 


Commander  Kogutek,  standing  before  the  Tomb  of  the  Un- 
knowns at  Arlington  National  Cemetery,  presented  The 
American  Legion's  Distinguished  Service  Medal  to  be  dis- 
played in  the  Trophy  Room  near  the  tomb,  as  a permanent 
memorial  to  all  the  dead  and  missing  of  the  Vietnam  War. 
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AMERICANISM  COMMISSION 


Daniel  J.  O’Connor  (New  York),  Chairman 
Ray  Patterson  (Iowa),  Director 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  The  American  Legion 
and  affiliated  groups  to  work  together  in  the  organization 
and  promotion  of  the  many  excellent  Americanism  Pro- 
grams. This  is  absolutely  necessary  to  avoid  duplication 
and  confusion  among  their  members.  Your  National 
Americanism  Commission  concurs  with  this  thought  and 
continues  to  emphasize  the  significance  of  the  American- 
ism tradition  through  its  programs. 

The  American  Legion  has  taken  a positive  approach  to 
the  training  of  American  youth  in  the  rights  and  privileges, 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  citizenship.  The  basic  les- 
sons of  citizenship  and  good  government  are  learned 
through  participation  in  the  several  Legion  and  Auxiliary 
programs;  namely,  Boys/Girls  State,  Boys/Girls  Nation, 
Oratorical  Contest,  Baseball  and  Department  Police  Cadet 
Training. 

In  addition  to  the  specific  youth  activities  programs  de- 
scribed elsewhere  in  this  report,  the  National  Americanism 
Commission  continues  to  be  involved  actively  in  legislative 
matters  affecting  our  democratic  way  of  life.  Among  our 
legislative  concerns  are  illegal  entry  of  aliens  into  this 
country,  voluntary  prayer  in  public  buildings,  the  forma- 


Fina lists  in  the  1981  American  Legion  National  High  School 
Oratorical  Contest  are  shown  left  to  right.  Co-winners:  Dean 
F.  Clancy,  Denver,  Colo.,  and  Marlene  Van  Dyk,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  each  a $16,000  scholarship,  Luis  G.  Vera, 
North  Bergen,  N.J.,  $6,000  scholarship  and  Carl  W.  Mays  II, 
Gatlinburg,  Tenn.,  $4,000  scholarship. 


tion  of  an  FBI  Charter  and  the  need  for  a Congressional 
Internal  Security  Committee  to  combat  the  terrorism  so 
prevalent  in  the  United  States  today. 

Also,  this  Commission  has  the  responsibility  for  super- 
vision and  coordination  of  two  National  Standing  Com- 
mittees - the  National  Committee  on  Education  and  the 
Counter-Subversive  Activities  Committee. 

Flag  Education 

The  National  Americanism  Commission  continues  its 
program  of  Flag  Education  through  publications  such  as 
“Know  Your  America”  and,  “Let’s  Be  Right  on  Flag  Eti- 
quette.” 

The  American  Legion,  which  has  been  a recognized 
authority  on  Flag  Etiquette  for  over  sixty  years,  has  at- 
tempted to  set  the  record  straight  for  all  citizens  when  it 
comes  to  the  display  and  use  of  the  American  Flag. 

The  office  of  the  National  Americanism  Commission 
receives  innumerable  and  varied  inquiries  regarding  proper 
respect  for  our  Flag  and  continues  to  promote  Flag  Educa- 
tion programs  for  elementary  school  students. 

Service  to  God  and  Country 

“Service  to  God  and  Country”  is  basic  Americanism. 
This  program  is  designed  to  help  prevent  the  spiritual  de- 
cay of  American  and  to  charge  our  citizens  with  a spirit  of 
positive  Americanism,  respect  for  law,  reverence  for 
authority  and  an  awareness  of  our  human  rights  and  free- 
doms. 

The  first  of  these  dual  objectives  is  service  to  God 
through  regular  public  worship,  daily  family  prayer  and 
the  religious  education  of  children.  Legionnaires  are  called 
upon  to  make  parents  more  aware  of  their  responsibility  to 
instill  in  their  children  the  belief  that  all  rights  and  privi- 
leges are  God-given. 

The  second  objective  is  to  inculcate  a sense  of  individual 
obligation  to  the  community,  state  and  nation  by  prepar- 
ing young  Americans  to  take  up  tomorrow’s  responsibi- 


President  Jimmy  Carter  speaks  to  Boys  Nation  delegates  in  the 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House  during  The  American  Legion 
Boys  Nation  program  held  every  year  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
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lities.  It  is  achieved  by  teaching  them  moral  and  spiritual 
values,  renewed  interest  in  our  country’s  history,  self- 
discipline,  self-reliance,  thrift  and  ideals  of  loyalty,  hon- 
esty, and  physical  fitness. 

This  program  is  coordinated  by  the  Post  Chaplain 
through  the  cooperation  of  local  clergy  and  other  public 
service  and  civic  organizations  which  hold  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  The  American  Legion’s  “Service  to  God  and 
Country”  program. 

Education  Activities 

American  Education  Week,  co-sponsored  by  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  since  1921,  will  be  observed  November  15-21, 
1981.  The  theme,  “American  Education  and  You  - Part- 
ners In  Our  Children’s  Future,”  emphasizes  the  role  The 
American  Legion/American  Legion  Auxiliary  can  and 
should  play  in  bringing  about  a revitalization  in  education 
as  a preparation  for  the  world  of  work  and  a training 
ground  for  young  people  in  active,  responsible  citizenship. 

Participation  in  the  National  Association  of  Secondary 
School  Principals  and  the  American  Personnel  and  Guid- 
ance Association’s  National  Convention  this  past  spring 
reaffirmed  that  our  financial  source  book,  “NEED  A 
LIFT?”,  is  serving  an  important  role  for  young  people. 
High  school  counselors  nationwide  look  to  “NEED  A 
LIFT?”  as  a basic  tool  in  their  work  with  young  people. 
“A  Guide  for  Parents  and  Students”  and  other  publica- 
tions continue  to  be  in  demand  by  individuals  as  well  as  by 
Posts  and  Units. 

Along  with  American  Education  Week  promotion  and 
Financial  Aids  Assistance,  we  will  continue  our  emphasis 
on  citizenship  education.  Above  all,  our  dedication  to 
practicing  good  citizenship  as  an  example  should  be  for- 
ever continued.  The  American  Legion’s  increased  involve- 
ment in  Career  Education  is  the  latest  in  a long  line  of 
school  activities  of  which  members  of  this  organization  are 


Thousands  of  participants  enjoy  stimulating  competition  in 
the  American  Legion  Baseball  Program  throughout  the  coun- 
try annually. 


Boys  Nation  delegates  demonstrate  during  the  swearing-in 
ceremony  of  the  Boys  Nation  President  and  Vice  President. 
The  Boys  Nation  program  is  held  every  year  at  A merican  Uni- 
versity in  Washington,  D.C. 

a part.  Career  Education  is  simply  teaching  school-age 
children  about  the  world  of  work.  New  and  exotic  curric- 
ula are  not  necessary  since  teachers  use  many  sources  to 
show  how  the  course  subject  relates  to  the  world  of  work. 
American  Legion  involvement  is  described  in  much  more 
detail  in  the  Post  Auxiliary  Community  Together  (PACT) 
booklet  recently  revised  and  available  from  Departments. 

Baseball 

American  Legion  Baseball  is  culminating  its  56th  season 
of  nationwide  competition  as  this  convention  convenes. 
Eight  Regional  champions,  from  among  the  nearly  4,000 
teams  fielded  by  American  Legion  Posts  and  sponsors,  are 
being  determined  throughout  the  country  this  week  in 
preparation  for  the  1981  World  Series  at  Sumter,  South 
Carolina  September  3-7. 

Approximately  55  percent  of  all  major  league  baseball 
players  this  season  participated  in  the  Legion  program 
before  they  signed  their  first  professional  contract.  For 
more  and  more  participants,  college  educations  are  becom- 
ing a reality  through  scholarships  granted  as  a result  of  ex- 
perience in  this  athletic  activity,  first  sponsored  by  The 
American  Legion  in  1925. 

Boys  State/Boys  Nation 

Over  30,000  high  school  students  selected  during  their 
junior  year  participated  in  Boys  State,  representing  a na- 
tionwide program  of  orientation  in  the  operation  of  city, 
county  and  state  government.  Fifty  American  Legion  De- 
partments conducted  a Boys  State  program  in  1981,  culmi- 
nating in  the  selection  of  two  Boys  Staters  from  each  being 
honored  to  attend  the  national  Boys  Nation  program. 

The  American  Legion  Boys  Nation  program,  a detailed 
study  of  the  function  of  the  Federal  Government,  was  con- 
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ducted  at  American  University,  Washington,  D.C.,  July 
17-25. 

At  Boys  Nation,  delegates  visit  federal  agencies  and  re- 
ceive briefings  on  the  functions  of  the  departments,  fol- 
lowing which  they  themselves  conduct  hearings,  act  on 
bills  in  session  and  culminate  their  activities  with  an  elec- 
tion of  a Boys  Nation  President  and  Vice  President. 

Boys  Nation  serves  as  a unique  governmental  training 
program  for  the  delegates  and  motivates  their  interest  and 
concern  in  the  Federal  Government  process. 

Scouting  U.S.A. 

Representing  The  American  Legion’s  vital  interest  in  the 
Scouting  program,  Bernard  M.  Gouaux,  a 17-year-old 
high  school  senior  from  Lockport,  Lousiana,  sponsored  by 
Henry  Robertson  American  Legion  Post  No.  83,  has  been 
named  The  American  Legion  Scout  of  the  Year  for  1981. 

Oratorical 

The  Forty-Fourth  Annual  National  High  School  Orator- 
ical Contest  Finals  were  conducted  Friday,  April  10,  1981, 
at  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  Fifty-two  Departments  of  the 
American  Legion  participated  in  the  Oratorical  program. 
The  four  national  finalists  selected  from  thousands  com- 
peting in  the  contest  were: 

CO-WINNERS  — Marlene  Van  Dyk,  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan  — $16,000  Scholarship 
Dean  F.  Clancy,  Denver,  Colorado 
$16,000  Scholarship 

THIRD  PLACE  — Luis  G.  Vera,  North  Bergen,  New 
Jersey  — $6,000  Scholarship 

FOURTH  PLACE  — Carl  W.  May  II,  Gatlinburg, 

Tenn.  — $4,000  Scholarship 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Trust  Fund  also 
awards  a $500  scholarship  to  each  Department  winner  who 
participates  in  the  Regional  contest,  and  a $500  scholarship 
to  Sectional  contestants  who  do  not  advance  to  the  Na- 
tional Finals,  for  a total  of  $66,000  in  scholarships  award- 
ed annually  to  recipients  and  the  national  level.  To  date, 
$750,000  in  scholarship  awards  has  been  provided  from 
The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Trust  Fund.  Addi- 
tionally, scholarships  are  awarded  at  the  Post,  District  and 
Department  levels. 


COUNTER-SUBVERSIVE  ACTIVITIES 
COMMITTEE 

Leo  F.  Malloy  (Massachusetts),  Chairman 

The  Counter-Subversive  Activities  Committee  has  had 
many  concerns  during  the  past  year.  It  has  been  monitor- 
ing closely  the  increase  in  terrorism  both  here  and  abroad; 
the  concerted  effort  to  build  a new  student  movement  on 


the  campuses  of  this  country;  and  a group  known  as 
Eastern  Marxist  Scholars. 

Terrorism  is  no  longer  confined  to  the  diabolic  acts  of 
extreme  left-wing  groups;  it  is  now  being  perpetrated  by 
the  extreme  right,  particularly  by  neo-fascists.  It  has  be- 
come a worldwide  problem.  That  terrorism  is  increasing  is 
borne  out  by  these  statistics:  in  1978,  975  acts  of  interna- 
tional terrorism  were  commited  around  the  world,  includ- 
ing 526  murders;  in  1979,  the  number  grew  to  1,550,  in- 
cluding 611  murders.  More  than  half  of  these  occurred  in 
Western  Europe  and  the  United  States.  As  we  have  wit- 
nessed recently,  assassinations  and  attempted  assassina- 
tions are  no  longer  shocking  - they  are  becoming  common- 
place. 

Top  priority  is  being  given  to  an  attempt  by  assorted 
Marxists  and  Ultra-leftists  to  build  a new  student  move- 
ment on  the  campuses  of  this  country.  However,  it  is 
admitted  that  most  of  the  active  students  today  do  not  con- 
sider themselves  revolutionaries,  anti-imperialists  or  Marx- 
ists. This  effort  was  culminated  last  November  when  stu- 
dent members  of  the  Revolutionary  Workers  Headquarters 
played  a key  role  in  organizing  a Progressive  Student  Con- 
ference at  Kent  State.  This  conference  was  attended  by 
some  400  students.  Student  focuses  have  shifted  from  time 
to  time  from  anti-apartheid  organizing  to  the  anit-nuclear 
movement  and,  recently,  concentration  has  centered  on  the 
anti-draft  posture.  This  is  not  the  goal  of  radical  activists: 
They  would  like  to  achieve  what  they  term  “progressive 
student  groups”  which  would  be  based  on  multi-issues.  On 
several  campuses,  advanced  corps  are  pulling  together  for 
this  purpose  and,  in  many  cases,  Marxists-Leninists  have 
played  an  important  role. 

Over  the  weekend  of  October  17-19,  1980,  272  partici- 
pants attended  the  first  annual  Eastern  Marxist  Scholars’ 
Conference  at  Hostos  Community  College  of  the  City  Uni- 
versity of  New  York  in  the  Bronx.  This  conference,  it  was 
reported,  grew  out  of  a diverse  group  of  scholars  from  the 
East  who  attended  the  Fourth  Mid-West  Scholars’  Confer- 
ence at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1979.  The  mean  age  of  all  par- 
ticipants was  under  40  and  they  came  from  20  states:  31 
from  Washington-Baltimore;  14  from  Pennsylvania;  16 
from  New  Jersey;  20  from  New  England;  6 from  the 
Midwest;  4 from  the  South  and  most  of  the  rest  from  New 
York  State.  It  was  also  reported  that  over  107  university 
and  college  campuses  were  represented  by  faculty  and  stu- 
dents. The  theme  of  this  conference  was:  “Myths,  Illu- 
sions, Realities:  Marxist  Critique  of  Capitalist  Culture  in 
the  United  States.”  A second  annual  Eastern  Marxist 
Scholars’  Conference  is  scheduled  for  November  13-15, 
1981,  in  Washington,  D.C.  The  theme  of  this  one  will  be: 
“People’s  Rights  and  the  Crisis  of  Capitalism  in  the 
U.S.A.  - The  Marxist  Response  to  Monopoly’s  Agenda  for 
the  80’s.” 

All  of  this  information  has  been  disseminated  in  Firing 
Line,  the  publication  of  which  is  one  of  the  chief  functions 
of  the  Counter-Subversive  Activities  Committee. 
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CHILDREN  & YOUTH  COMMISSION 


Eugene  V.  Lindquist  (Minnesota),  Chairman 
Ray  Patterson  (Iowa),  Director 

The  American  Legion,  since  its  inception  in  1919,  has 
been  aware  of  the  needs  of  veterans’  children.  It  is  always 
good  to  review  the  two  major  purposes  of  our  Children  & 
Youth  program,  which  are  (a)  to  provide  a setting  condu- 
cive for  every  veterans’  child  to  realize  his  full  potential, 
and  (b)  to  assure  every  American  child  a similar  opportu- 
nity. The  purposes  of  The  American  Legion  Children  & 
Youth  program  have  remained  constant  throughout  its 
long  history  and  are  as  meaningful  today  as  when  first 
established. 

Our  national  theme  this  past  year  was  “Set  a Course  for 
the  Future.”  Many  obstacles  that  confront  today’s  chil- 
dren are  far  beyond  the  grasp  of  the  child  and  difficult 
even  for  adults  to  deal  with.  Yet,  as  an  organization,  we 
are  dedicated  to  dealing  with  these  obstacles.  The  Children 
& Youth  program  functions  to  provide  reasonable  assur- 
ance that  a child  will  grow  physically,  mentally  and 
emotionally,  and  the  realization  of  this  goal  can  come 
about  as  we  work  together. 

At  last  year’s  annual  Spring  Meeting  in  Indianapolis, 
your  National  Commission  selected  three  major  Areas  of 
Concern  for  nationwide  involvement: 

Special  Olympics  is  without  a doubt  the  hottest  program 
our  Commission  has  supported  for  many  years.  This  past 
year,  thousands  of  Legion  and  Auxiliary  volunteers  have 
given  their  time  and  talents  to  this  program.  Helping  the 
less  fortunate  reach  for  “the  gold”  is  really  a special  ex- 
perience. 

Reye’s  Syndrome  may  not  be  the  number  one  childhood 
disease,  but  it  may  be  at  the  top  of  the  list  of  least-known 
and  understood  diseases  that  afflict  children.  This  void  of 
information  is  being  battled  daily  by  our  national  Reye’s 
Syndrome  educational  program.  We  are  proud  to  be  the 
first  national  volunteer  organization  to  accept  such  a 
challenge. 

Drug  abuse  prevention  is  again  the  concern  of  your  Na- 
tional Commission.  We  are  alarmed  at  the  statistics  which 
reveal  increases  in  the  types  of  drug  abuse  which  many 
thought  disappeared  with  the  60’s.  Our  new  family-orien- 
ted brochure  focuses  on  the  problems  created  by  the  abuse 


and  use  of  illicit  drugs.  Your  help  and  concern  is  needed, 
and  thanks  for  all  your  past  support. 

Our  national  areas  of  concern  are  important,  but  so  are 
three  of  our  perennial  programs — Temporary  Financial 
Assistance,  April  Incentive  Program,  and  “Make  Hallow- 
een a Safe  and  Fun  Night.”  These  programs  exemplify 
why  our  total  program  has  been  so  successful.  Each  year, 
such  emphasis  continues  to  signal  to  our  communities  that 
we  CARE  about  children. 

As  a National  Commission,  we  are  very  proud  of  our 
educational  materials  designed  for  Post  and  Unit  leader- 
ship personnel.  Each  year  we  print  enough  materials  to  in- 
sure that  at  least  one  copy  of  all  our  brochures  is  available 
for  each  Post  and  Unit  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary.  Our 
pamphlets  are  free  to  our  volunteers,  and  we  always  en- 
courage local  Posts  and  Units  to  reproduce  our  materials 
as  needed  to  meet  demands.  A complete  list  of  all  materi- 
als available  from  our  Commission  will  be  sent  to  you 
upon  request. 

In  the  fall  of  1980,  we  completed  our  second  annual 
series  of  Regional  Leadership  Seminars.  What  a great  suc- 
cess these  meetings  have  been  for  Children  & Youth!  We 
hope  that  each  of  you  will  attend  the  seminar  nearest  your 
home  in  1981.  At  these  meetings,  we  take  the  time  to  go 
over  each  of  our  programs  in  great  detail.  Each  person  at- 
tending is  given  much  time  to  ask  questions  and  contribute 
to  the  betterment  of  our  program.  Elsewhere  in  this  publi- 
cation, you  will  find  the  dates,  sites  and  programs  covered 
by  these  seminars.  Plan  now  to  attend! 

Reporting  for  1979-80  was  outstanding.  We  are  proud 
to  report  that  over  $23,000,000  was  expended  for  chil- 
dren and  youth  by  our  Posts  and  Units  during  this  period. 
It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  this  astounding  figure  was 
reached  with  only  47  percent  of  our  Posts  and  69  percent 
of  our  Units  filing  a report  with  National  Headquarters. 


Everyone’s  a winner  in  the  Special  Olympics.  Here’s  an  ath- 
lete receiving  the  gold  at  the  Indiana  State  Games  in  Terre 
Haute.  Summer  of  1980. 
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Just  think  of  the  annual  report  we  could  make  to  Congress 
if  80  or  90  percent  of  our  Posts  and  Units  filed  reports. 
Total  monies  expended  by  Posts,  Units  and  Salons  of  the 
Eight  and  Forty  since  the  beginning  of  The  American 
Legion’s  Children  & Youth  program  in  1920  are  now  ex- 
ceeding $425,000,000.  This  figure  in  no  way  matches  the 
number  of  volunteer  hours  and  in-kind  service  provided  by 
program  supporters.  The  magnitude  of  such  a figure  is 
overwhelming,  and  for  this  we  are  grateful. 

Annually,  as  a National  Commission,  we  support 
Federal  legislation  in  line  with  our  established  mandates. 
This  support  is  in  the  form  of  written  or  oral  testimony  as 
may  be  required.  During  the  96th  session  of  Congress,  we 
were  privileged  to  support  legislation  concerning  pre- 
school immunizations,  child  nutrition,  adoptive  children 
with  special  needs,  catastrophic  illness  among  children  and 
other  areas  in  line  with  our  mandates. 

The  American  Legion,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
and  the  Eight  and  Forty  have  for  many  years  been  charting 
a course  for  children  as  they  work  within  one  program  of 
Children  & Youth.  Individual  projects  may  have  resulted 
in  different  “ports  of  call’’  along  the  route,  but  the  three 
organizations  have  never  strayed  from  their  collective  goal 
of  “A  Square  Deal  for  Every  Child/’ 


AMERICAN  LEGION  CHILD  WELFARE 
FOUNDATION,  INC. 

Walton  D.  Griffin  (Tennessee),  President 
Paul  R.  Frinsthal  (Illinois),  Executive  Secretary 

In  1980,  our  Board  of  Directors  granted  a record  amount 
of  money  to  nine  non-profit  agencies  actively  engaged  in 
helping  our  younger  generation.  The  results  of  such  sup- 
port have  been  wonderful.  Every  contributing  member  is 
surely  proud  of  the  fine  work  accomplished  in  areas  such 
as  information,  education  and  research. 

We  cannot  guess  what  new  problems  will  face  our  chil- 
dren tomorrow.  We  don’t  know  where  the  need  will  be 
greatest.  All  we  can  say  for  sure  is  that  the  American 
Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation  is  prepared  to  help. 
Such  preparedness  is  only  possible  through  the  annual 
generosity  of  the  Legion,  Auxiliary  and  Eight  and  Forty 
members. 

On  May  3,  1981,  the  Foundation’s  Board  of  Directors 
met  in  Indianapolis  to  consider  19  applications  for  grants, 
which  totalled  over  $319,200.00.  These  grant  requests 
were  made  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  they  repre- 
sented many  excellent  programs  to  benefit  the  children  and 
youth  of  this  nation.  During  this  meeting,  grants  totalling 
$118,219.50  were  awarded  to  nine  voluntary,  non-profit 
organizations  actively  engaged  in  helping  our  younger  gen- 
eration. Such  programs  as  Reye’s  Syndrome,  Juvenile  De- 
linquency Prevention,  Cystic  Fibrosis,  Immune  Deficiency 
diseases  and  Tourette  Syndrome  will  be  supported  by 
grants  during  the  coming  year. 


Outer  space  goggles?  Hardly!  These  experimental  glasses  are 
being  developed  by  a team  of  researchers  from  the  College  of 
Canons  in  Canon  City,  Colorado,  to  hopefully  help  dyslexic 
children  read  better.  Another  project  supported  by  your 
Child  Welfare  Foundation. 

PUBLIC  RELATIONS  COMMISSION 


William  Detweiler  (Louisiana),  Chairman 
Frederick  Woodress  (Kentucky),  Director 

Two  of  the  Public  Relations  Commission’s  annual  projects — 
The  Fourth  Estate  Award  and  the  Commander’s  Annual  Public 
Relations  Award — have  generated  considerable  interest  both  in 
the  Legion  and  the  communications  field. 

This  year,  and  in  future  years — if  the  entries  warrant  it — the 


National  Network  and  local  Boston  television  and  radio  news 
crews  review  scripts  and  prepare  to  zero  in  on  1981  National 
Convention  platform  in  Boston,  Mass.,  as  one  of  the  candi- 
dates for  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  prepares 
to  speak  to  a full  house  of  Legion  and  Auxiliary  delegates  in 
Boston’s  John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium. 
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Hy  Rosen  (right),  editorial  cartoonist  for  the  Albany  Times 
Union  and  other  Hearst  newspapers,  receives  the  American 
Legion’s  Fourth  Estate  Award  for  1980  for  distinguished  ser- 
vice in  the  field  of  communication.  National  Commander 
Frank  I.  Hamilton  (left)  makes  the  presentation  with  the  as- 
sistance of  William  M.  Detweiler,  chairman  of  the  Legion ’s 
National  Public  Relations  Commission. 

Commission  will  give  Fourth  Estate  Awards  in  both  print  and 
electronic  categories.  Winners  for  1981  are  ABC  News  (TV  and 
radio)  for  its  coverage  of  the  Iran  Crisis,  and  N.  La  Verl  Christen- 
sen, Editor  Emeritus  of  the  Provo,  Utah,  Daily  Herald,  colum- 
nist, editorial  writer  for  his  columns  and  editorials  written  for  the 
32  Scripps  League  Newspapers.  (Mr.  Christensen  also  is  a Legion 
member.) 

At  the  Washington  Conference,  the  Public  Relations  Commis- 
sion honored  NBC-TV’s  “Meet  The  Press”  Program,  longest 
running  network  TV  show,  through  its  Moderator- Executive  Pro- 
ducer Bill  Monroe  and  Producer  Betty  Dukert.  Both  spoke  and 
received  the  Commander’s  Public  Relations  Award  from  Com- 
mander Michael  J.  Kogutek.  More  than  800  attended. 

Besides  honoring  individuals  and  their  employers  in  jour- 
nalism, who  promote  the  American  way  of  life,  the  Commission 
is  also  interested  in  providing  public  relations  tools  for  Legion 
editors  and  public  relations  officers  at  the  department,  district  and 
post  levels. 

These  tools  are:  Radio  tapes  with  spot  announcements,  TV 
tapes,  billboards,  speech  library  talks,  PR  Handbook  for  Post  PR 
Officer,  the  hot  line  with  fast  breaking  Legion  news  (1-800-428- 
2686),  video  tapes  of  Legion  programs  ranging  from  Boy’s  Na- 
tion to  Terrorism,  audio  tapes  of  talks,  advertisements  and  special 
reproduction  proofs  for  Legion  publications,  motion  pictures  and 
the  Speakers  Guide. 

“A  Special  Day,”  a 16mm  film  for  Veterans  Day  has  won 
awards  and  can  be  purchased  through  Emblem  Sales.  “The 
American  Legion  Convention  Story  ’ ’ made  in  Boston  has  been  so 
popular  that  in  some  parts  of  the  country  it  has  been  booked  up 
through  January  1982.  Modem  Talking  Picture  Service  is  han- 
dling the  bookings  at  its  23  U.S.  and  three  Canadian  locations. 
There  is  no  charge  for  bookings.  The  only  cost  is  return  postage. 
For  information,  write  Modem  Talking  Pictures,  5000  Park  Street 
North,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33709  (Tel:  813-541-7571). 

Commission  members  have  been  learning  about  advances  in 
communications.  At  one  meeting,  members  toured  the  Defense 


Information  School  at  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison  and  learned  first 
hand  how  military  personnel  from  all  services  get  practical  ex- 
perience in  radio,  TV  and  print.  Another  meeting  included  a visit 
to  the  headquarters  of  Saturday  Evening  Post  and  talk  with  board 
chairman  and  longtime  Legionnaire  Dr.  Beurt  SerVaas.  The  Pub- 
lic Relations  Commission  held  a joint  luncheon  with  National 
Press  Club  Post  20  to  hear  a talk  on  Washington  news  coverage  by 
veteran  White  House  correspondent  and  Legion  member  Mrs. 
Sarah  McClendon. 

The  Commission  gives  the  division  encouragement,  sugges- 
tions and  policy  support  in  carrying  out  the  awesome  job  of  com- 
municating the  Legion’s  important  and  varied  story. 

The  Public  Relations  Division,  as  a service  division  of  the 
Legion,  has  the  duty  of  informing  the  Legion  and  the  various 
national  publics  about  Legion  programs,  mandates  and  activities. 

With  skilled  specialists  in  the  Indianapolis  and  Washington 
offices.  Legion  Public  Relations  sends  out  news  stories,  photo- 
graphs, TV  tapes,  radio  tapes,  TV  and  radio  spot  announcements, 
motion  pictures,  brochures,  reports  and  speeches.  Press  kits  are 
made  up  and  more  than  250  speeches  a year  are  prepared  for  the 
national  commander. 

Mailings  are  made  to  the  media  on  a national  basis  and  to 
individual  cities  on  very  specialized  projects.  American  Legion 
News  Service  is  for  the  Legion  press. 

With  the  only  split  office  in  the  Legion,  Public  Relations  has  a 
great  responsibility  to  insure  good  communications  inside  and 
outside  the  Legion. 

The  Public  Relations’  responsibility  in  the  Regional  Work- 
shops to  be  held  in  September  and  October  1981  will  include 
media  panels  to  be  held  in  each  conference  with  representatives 
from  newspapers,  TV  and  radio  participating.  There  also  will  be 
presentations  on  the  art  of  speech  writing,  preparation  of  a press 
release,  and  how  to  handle  an  interview  with  the  press,  radio  or 
TV.  Techniques  of  good  photography  will  be  discussed.  Legion- 
naires are  invited  to  bring  examples  of  Legion  photography  for  a 
critique. 


National  Commander  Michael  J.  Kogutek  presents  the  Amer- 
ican Legion  National  Commander’s  Public  Relations  Award 
to  Bill  Monroe,  Producer / Moderator  of  NBC’s  “Meet  The 
Press” program  during  the  National  Commander’s  luncheon 
at  the  1981  Washington  Conference.  Co-recipient  of  the 
award  is  Mrs.  Betty  Cole  Dukert,  Producer  of  the  program. 
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FOREIGN  RELATIONS  COMMISSION 


Dr.  Robert  P.  Foster  (Missouri),  Chairman 
G.  Michael  Schlee  (Maryland),  Director 

The  American  Legion’s  foreign  relations  policies  support  our 
alliances  with  other  friendly  nations  and  have  sought  to  strengthen 
our  policies  with  other  nations.  They  have  opposed  Soviet  coloni- 
zation by  Cuban  proxy  in  Latin  America  and  Africa  and  the 
myriad  forms  of  Soviet  imperialism  which  continue  to  emerge 
around  the  world. 

The  fundamental  tenets  of  The  American  Legion’s  foreign  pol- 
icy positions  were  presented  to  the  Reagan  Administration  transi- 
tion team  on  December  15,  1980.  In  it  we  stated: 

“The  first  tenet  is  that  foreign  policy,  whatever  the  region  or 
the  issue,  must  be  based  on  strength  and  the  will  to  use  strength 
and  power,  or  it  is  worthless.  Another  fundamental  tenet  is 
consistency,  coherence  and  cohesion  and  linkage  in  foreign 
policies.  As  President-Elect  Reagan  persuasively  stated  before 
The  American  Legion’s  National  Convention  in  Boston  on 
August  20,  1980: 


“Our  allies  are  totally  mystified  by  this  ‘on-again,  off-again 
approach’  to  U.S.  foreign  and  defense  policies.  Even  our 


Dr.  Jeane  Kirkpatrick,  newly  confirmed  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
the  United  Nations,  tells  members  of  The  American  Legion’s 
National  Security  and  Foreign  Relations  Commissions  that 
Ronald  Reagan’s  election  signals  the  end  of  America’s  own 
“ cultural  revolution”  of  self  doubt.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick’s  ad- 
dress at  the  21st  annual  Washington  Conference  was  her  first 
public  speech  since  her  confirmation  January  29,  1981. 


adversaries  cannot  understand  U.S.  policy,  and  since  they 
don’t  believe  we  understand  it  either,  they  invade  Afghani- 
stan and  expand  their  empire.  Tremendous  forces  of  national 
pride  and  concern  over  the  growing  weakness  of  American 
foreign  and  defense  policies  are  merging  in  the  United  States 
as  the  American  people  become  aware  of  our  weakness  in 
foreign  and  defense  policy.” 

The  American  Legion’s  membership  and  leadership  is  an  ac- 
tive part  of  that  over-all  concern  and  anxiety.  We  remain  most 
apprehensive  about  the  current  trends  in  U.S.  foreign  policy. 

The  American  Legion’s  members  have  witnessed  the  steady 
expansion  of  leftist  leadership  in  Africa,  in  the  Middle  East  and 
in  Central  America  and  have  formulated  strong  measures  to 
support  free  enterprise  and  free  market  systems,  systems  which 
by  any  comparison  available,  provide  a better  way  of  life  and 
higher  standards  than  the  harsh,  cruel  and  unreal  methodology 
of  communist  and  Marxist  leaders. 

For  example,  the  region  of  the  Caribbean  and  Central  America 
became  so  obviously  threatened  by  Fidel  Castro’s  expansionist 
policies  in  Central  America  that  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee established  a Western  Hemisphere  Task  Force  on  a 
priority  basis  to  ascertain  what  was  happening  to  our  southern 
borders  which  once  were  protected  by  the  Monroe  Doctrine, 
and  a U.S.  determination  to  support  that  Doctrine.  The  Ameri- 
can Legion’s  Task  Force  found,  without  looking  very  deep, 
leftist  encroachments  throughout  the  Caribbean  and  in  Central 
and  South  America. 

The  American  Legion  is  convinced  that  the  real  danger  to  U.S. 
national  security  and  national  interests  is  international  com- 
munism which  is  a form  of  tyranny,  a dictatorship  with  a new 
title.  We  urge  re-establishment  of  a policy  of  vigilant  contain- 
ment and  one  which  seeks  peace  through  strength.  We  force- 
fully urge  opposition  to  Soviet  aggression  and  propaganda 
wherever  they  appear. 


Canadian  Consul  Ronald  G.  MacDougall,  acting  on  behalf  of 
Canadian  Prime  Minister  Pierre  Trudeau,  accepts  citation  of 
appreciation  from  The  American  Legion,  presented  by  Na- 
tional Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton,  expressing  the  thanks 
of  the  Legion  to  members  of  the  Canadian  Embassy  in  Iran 
for  helping  six  American  diplomatic  personnel  escape  from 
that  country  where  other  American  diplomatic  representa- 
tives were  being  held  hostage  by  Iranian  dissidents. 
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Western  Hemisphere  Task  Force 

The  Western  Hemisphere  Task  Force  formulated  by  the  Na- 
tional Executive  Committee  in  their  May  1980  meeting  to  study, 
evaluate  and  report  on  what  was  happening  to  our  southern  bor- 
ders was  commended  by  the  1980  National  Convention  for  its 
gathering  and  evaluation  of  information  on  this  vital  area.  The 
National  Convention  also  recommended  that  these  reported  find- 
ings be  fully  reported  to  the  entire  American  Legion  membership, 
the  Executive  Branch  and  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

To  date,  the  Western  Hemisphere  Task  Force  (WHTF)  has 
reported  their  findings  and  recommendations  to  the  National 
Executive  Committee  on  two  separate  occasions.  The  Task  Force 
continues  to  gather  and  evaluate  information  with  which  to  make 
its  final  report  to  the  1981  Fall  NEC  meeting. 

The  Task  Force  findings,  although  too  numerous  to  mention 
here,  generally  reveal  that  the  major  threat  to  the  Western  Hemi- 
sphere today  is  the  spread  of  communism  by  the  Soviet  Union  and 
Cuba. 

The  Task  Force  recommends  that  the  United  States  should  not 
tolerate  a communist  takeover  of  any  state  in  the  Western  Hemi- 
sphere and  that  the  United  States  direct  its  efforts  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  revolution,  subversion,  terrorism  and  shipment  of 
arms  and  money  for  such  purposes  from  Cuba.  The  American 
Legion  has  also  testified  on  two  separate  occasions  in  support  of 
military  aid  to  El  Salvador. 

General  Foreign  Policy 

The  Soviet  Union  and  the  communist  ideology  represent  the 
primary  threat  to  the  peace  and  security  of  the  United  States  and 
the  non-communist  nations.  The  gravest  threat  to  security  is  the 
Soviet  arsenal  of  weapons,  trained  military  manpower  and  KGB 
agents  operating  under  the  umbrella  of  communist  ideology.  De- 
spite three  decades  of  communist  confrontations  and  the  unchang- 
ing patterns  of  communist  aggression  labeled  “liberation” 
movements,  the  Western  powers  have  failed  to  grasp  the  sub- 
tleties of  communist  encroachment  on  our  system’s  free  institu- 
tions, free  enterprise  and  free  market  concept. 

The  American  Legion  continued  throughout  the  year  to  urge 
the  United  States  to  re-establish  a policy  of  seeking  peace  through 
strength,  and  to  oppose  Soviet  propaganda  and  aggression  wher- 
ever they  appear,  and  however  disguised.  We  have  further  urged 
that  the  U.S.  policy  of  containment  be  a total  policy  working  with 
allies,  integrating  and  coordinating  actions  in  such  fields  as  poli- 
tics, economics,  science,  strategy,  arms  production  and  control, 
energy  and  resources,  to  the  end  that  Soviet  aggression,  Soviet 
expansionism  and  Soviet  colonialism  be  abandoned  by  the  USSR 
as  counter-productive  and  self-defeating  policies  which  will  not 
be  tolerated  nor  accommodated  by  nations  in  pursuit  of  freedom 
and  betterment  of  mankind. 

The  Republic  of  China  (Taiwan) 

The  American  Legion’s  staunch  support  for  the  Republic  of 
China  (Taiwan)  was  reflected  in  a letter  from  National  Comman- 
der Michael  J.  Kogutek  to  President  Reagan  on  March  26,  1981 . 
He  stated: 

“I  wish  to  advise  you  of  The  American  Legion’s  support  for  the 


recent  request  by  the  Republic  of  China  for  defensive  aircraft. 
Taiwan  has  been  the  staunch  ally  to,  and  a strong  trading 
partner  of,  the  United  States  for  over  three  decades. 

“We  believe  favorable  consideration  is  essential  to  insuring  the 
independence  of  the  Republic  of  China  and  sustaining  our  his- 
toric and  mutually  beneficial  relationship  with  her.” 

Our  support  has  also  been  re-enforced  by  the  visit  to  Taiwan  of 
both  our  National  Commander  Michael  J.  Kogutek  and  National 
Adjutant  Frank  Momsen  this  year. 

Human  Rights 

The  American  Legion  expressed  its  views  on  “human  rights” 
to  the  Honorable  Charles  Percy,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations,  in  a letter  from  Mylio  Kraja,  Director  of 
the  National  Legislative  Commission,  on  March  12,  1981.  Mr. 
Kraja  stated  that  our  views  on  this  issue  wholeheartedly  respect 
the  principles  of  individual  dignity,  freedom  and  liberty.  But,  The 
American  Legion  has  difficulty  in  reconciling  the  selective  appli- 
cation of  human  rights  policies  that  create  tensions  with  histori- 
cally friendly  nations  as  against  the  application  of  similar  policies 
to  characteristically  unfriendly  ones  which  flagrantly  violate 
every  aspect  of  individual  liberty. 

Senator  Percy  was  also  provided  with  a copy  of  Resolution 
325,  adopted  at  the  62nd  National  Convention,  which  urges: 

“U.S.  foreign  policy  leaders  to  discontinue  the  selective  use  of 
human  rights  as  a moral  weapon  and  tool  of  policy  providing 
the  basis  of  U.S.  policies,  commitments,  treaties,  trade  agree- 
ments and  various  forms  of  cooperative  endeavors.  Further, 
that  the  totality  of  U.S.  interests  provide  the  only  sound  basis 
for  foreign  policies  of  the  United  States,  national  interests 
being  the  security  and  survival  of  the  United  States  as  a free, 
open  and  capitalistic  society  whose  citizens  are  entitled  to  life, 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.’’ 


Dr.  Robert  P.  Foster,  chairman  of  The  American  Legion’s 
Foreign  Relations  Commission,  listens  as  Mohammed  Hakim 
Aryovi,  senior  field  commander  in  the  Afghan  freedom 
fighters  forces  battling  Soviet  troops,  reads  a message  to  the 
Legionnaires  describing  his  forces’  desperate  need  for  food, 
medicine  and  arms.  At  the  right  is  Sayed  Ahmed  Gailan, 
hereditary  and  religious  leader  of  the  Afghan  people  and  the 
man  who  launched  the  Jihad,  or  holy  war,  against  the  Soviet 

forces. 
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POW/MIA 

The  POW/MIA  Committee,  authorized  by  Resolution  739  of 
the  1980  National  Convention,  met  in  February  1981  during  the 
Washington  Conference  to  develop  plans  to  assist  in  focusing 
public  attention  and  government  action  on  this  pressing  issue.  The 
recommendations  of  this  committee  included:  ( 1 ) petitions  to  the 
President;  (2)  resolutions  of  concern  adopted  by  State  Legislators; 
(3)  letter  writing  campaigns;  (4)  support  for  July  17  as  National 
POW/MIA  Day;  and  (5)  participation  in  ribbon  awareness  cam- 
paigns. 

Chairman  Keith  Baker  (IA)  mailed  an  “action  letter”  to  all 
Departments  and  members  who  expressed  interest  in  this  prob- 
lem. In  his  letter.  Chairman  Baker  noted  that  National  Comman- 
der Kogutek  had  discussed  this  issue  with  President  Reagan  on 
March  16,  1981.  He  went  on  to  state  that  with  action  by  The 
American  Legion  and  its  Auxiliary  members,  we  can  achieve  the 
fullest  possible  accounting  for  all  the  POW/MIAs  in  Southeast 
Asia.  Since  that  time,  the  committee  has  received  many  reports  of 
actions  taken  by  Departments  and  individual  members  to  resolve 
this  painful  issue — and  hopes  to  receive  a lot  more. 


CONVENTION  COMMISSION 


Richard  H.  Klinge  (Washington),  Vice  Chairman 
William  H.  Miller  (Oregon),  Director 

The  National  Convention  Commission  reviewed  the 
62nd  National  Convention  held  in  Boston  where  conven- 
tioneers were  addressed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  two  additional  candidates  for  that  office.  The 
convention  was  well  received  and  enjoyed  by  delegates  and 
guests.  However,  it  was  barely  a break-even  operation 
financially. 

Much  emphasis  had  been  placed  on  the  Musical  Spectac- 
ular which  featured  all  the  top  Senior  Drum  & Bugle  Corps 
in  the  nation  and  a great  turn-out  of  spectators  for  this 
event  was  anticipated.  As  a result  of  the  negative  response 
to  this  colorful  event,  a sub-committee  of  the  Commission 
was  appointed  to  study  all  contest  activities  held  at  na- 
tional conventions  and  to  come  forth  with  suggestions  for 
a revision  of  this  program.  The  sub-committee  recommen- 
dation presented  at  the  Spring  meeting  was  that  the  Junior 
and  Senior  Drum  & Bugle  Corps  competition  be  dropped 
from  the  contest  program  and  that  a Junior  Band  program 


South  Africa 

The  American  Legion  continued  its  efforts  to  have  the  Ad- 
ministration and  Congress  to  take  immediate  bipartisan  action, 
with  or  without  United  Nations  approval  to  ( 1 ) terminate  all  sanc- 
tions against  South  Africa;  (2)  establish  full  diplomatic  ties  with 
South  Africa,  designate  South  Africa  as  a “most  favored  nation” 
in  all  areas  of  trade  and  exchange  of  economic  or  military 
facilities,  and  provide  tax  incentives  for  U.S.  industrial  develop- 
ment in  South  Africa;  and  (3)  enter  into  mutually  acceptable 
military  alliance  with  South  Africa. 

The  basis  for  our  efforts  was  a matter  of  extreme  urgency  in 
support  of  United  States  national  security,  industrial  and 
economic  development  interests,  and  because  of  the  unsettled 
conditions  in  Africa  and  the  Middle  East. 

The  American  Legion  also  continued  its  support  for  reactiva- 
tion of  the  hydro-electric  facility  near  the  Angolan-Namibia  bor- 
der as  a proper  humanitarian  act  in  the  interest  of  all  nations  and 
people  living  in  that  part  of  Africa. 


be  developed  in  its  place.  A final  decision  on  contests  at 
national  conventions  will  be  reached  at  the  October  meet- 
ing and  presented  to  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Commission  spent  a great  deal 
of  time  in  negotiating  with  hotels  in  Honolulu  for  reason- 
able rates  in  order  to  increase  attendance  at  the  conven- 
tion. However,  the  real  problem  is  the  drastically  increased 
air  fares.  Air  fares  have  increased  over  twenty-five  percent 
during  the  past  year  and  have  caused  a great  number  of 
persons  to  scrap  plans  to  attend  the  1981  convention.  At 
the  outset  of  preparations  for  the  convention,  attendance 
was  projected  to  be  25  - 30,000. 

The  contract  by  and  between  the  National  Organization 
and  the  Chicago  1982  Convention  Corporation  was  execu- 
ted by  the  National  Commander  and  National  Adjutant. 
The  experienced  personnel  making  up  the  Chicago  corpor- 
ation will  make  the  1982  national  convention  outstanding. 

Seattle  has  reported  its  readiness  to  provide  another  en- 
joyable site  for  the  1983  convention  as  they  did  in  1976. 
New  hotel  facilities  in  the  downtown  area  will  make  it  un- 
necessary to  travel  to  outlying  areas  for  accomodations. 

Prior  to  our  Spring  meeting,  the  Philadelphia  County  Coun- 
cil had  withdrawn  its  invitation  to  host  the  1984  national  con- 
vention in  Philadelphia  due  to  the  reduction  of  housing  ac- 
commodations in  that  city.  However,  during  the  Spring  meet- 
ing, representatives  of  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  ap- 
peared before  the  Commission  to  request  that  they  be  given 
additional  time  to  study  the  Philadelphia  situation.  They  ag- 
reed to  come  before  the  October  meeting  with  definite  and  final 
information. 

A decision  on  convention  sites  for  the  years  beyond  1984 
will  be  made  at  the  Fall  meeting.  Before  this  can  be  accom- 
plished, an  inspection  team  made  up  of  Commission  mem- 
bers must  inspect  the  cities  which  have  presented  invita- 
tions to  host  future  conventions. 
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The  convention  schedule  beyond  1981  is: 

Chicago,  Illinois August  20-26,  1982 

Seattle,  Washington August  19-25,  1983 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania August  17-23,  1984 

Members  of  the  Commission  were  saddened  by  the 
deaths  of  Chairman  Eric  Smith  and  Commission  member, 
Tommy  E.  Jones  of  West  Virginia.  A memorial  service 
was  conducted  at  the  opening  of  the  Spring  meeting  in  In- 
dianapolis for  our  two  comrades. 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS  COMMITTEE 

Maurice  E.  Druhl  (Oregon),  Chairman 

The  Distinguished  Guests  Committee  has  the  responsibi- 
lity under  the  direction  of  the  National  Convention  Com- 
mission during  the  national  convention  to  coordinate  the 
activities  of  all  those  who  have  been  invited  to  attend  as 
distinguished  guests. 


Honolulu,  Hawaii.  The  NCSC  voted  to  contact  the  public 
and  private  high  schools  on  the  island  of  Oahu,  and  check 
their  interests  in  participating  in  The  American  Legion 
parade  during  the  National  Convention. 

The  NCSC  met  again  May  4-5,  1981  at  National  Head- 
quarters. It  was  noted  that  high  school  bands  on  the  island 
of  Oahu  had  been  contacted,  and  a number  of  the  bands 
showed  interest  in  participating  in  the  Legion’s  National 
Convention  parade.  Also,  preliminary  plans  were  dis- 
cussed concerning  contests  which  will  be  held  during  the 
1982  National  Convention  in  Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  eleven  categories  sponsored  by  the  NCSC  are: 


Junior  Drum  Corps 
Senior  Drum  Corps 
Junior  Color  Guard 
Senior  Color  Guard 
Firing  Squad 


Junior  Drill  Team 
Senior  Drill  Team 
Junior  Field  Band 
Senior  Contest  Band 
Chorus  & Quartet 


1980  DEFENDING  NATIONAL  CHAMPIONS 


Its  primary  concern  is  the  transportation,  housing  and 
welfare  of  those  distinguished  guests  who  have  indicated 
they  will  attend.  The  committee  arranges  for  thier  trans- 
portation on  arrival,  registers  them  as  previously  arranged 
and  provides  transportation  to  the  various  convention 
events  they  desire  or  are  scheduled  to  attend. 

A hospitality  room  is  maintained  for  their  convenience 
and  for  the  use  of  their  aides  or  other  guests.  These  ar- 
rangements are  normally  open  during  the  entire  conven- 
tion and  usually  at  the  headquarters  hotel,  but  may  include 
the  site  of  the  convention  and  other  areas  when  time  and 
local  Legionnaire  participation  is  available. 

Proper  credentials,  agendas,  itineraries  are  all  part  of 
this  operation  and  special  requests  from  distinguished 
guests  are  honored  if  at  all  possible. 

The  committee’s  success  depends  almost  entirely  on  the 
participation  of  the  convention  city  Legionnaires  who  pro- 
vide experienced  leadership  and  concientious  devotion  by 
aides,  drivers  and  others  to  make  the  guests  feel  comfort- 
able and  at  ease  during  their  stay  in  the  convention  city. 

CONTESTS  SUPERVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Leon  M.  Jackson  (Louisiana),  Chairman 
Dennis  D.  Oxley  (Indiana),  Liaison 

The  National  Contests  Supervisory  Committee  (NCSC) 
is  to  supervise  all  contests  at  the  National  Conventions  of 
The  American  Legion,  and  is  charged  with  the  responsibi- 
lity of  developing  and  making  available  information  on 
musical  organization  management  and  other  expertise 
relative  to  musical  organizations. 


Junior  Drum  Corps  — Arbella,  Post  23,  Salem,  MA 

Junior  Color  Guard  — Victorian  Vanguard,  Post  40, 
Ridgefield  Park,  NJ 

Senior  Color  Guard  — Double  D’s,  Post  180,  Milwau- 
kie,  OR 

Firing  Squad  — Babylon,  Post  94,  Babylon,  NY 

Junior  Drill  Team  — Rangerettes,  Post  610,  Brook 
Park,  OH 

Senior  Drill  Team  — Double  D’s,  Post  180,  Milwaukie, 
OR 

Senior  Band  — Joliet  American  Legion  Band,  Post 
1284,  Joliet,  IL 

Senior  Drum  Corps — Hawthorne  Caballeros,  Post  199, 
Hawthorne,  NJ 

Junior  Field  Band  — St.  Ann’s,  Post  65,  Boston,  MA 

No  contests  were  held  in  Chorus  or  Quartet. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
MAGAZINE  COMMISSION 


The  NCSC  met  October  13-14,  1980  at  National  Head- 
quarters, Indianapolis,  Indiana.  Due  to  the  cost  and  logis- 
tic problems,  the  National  Executive  Committeemen  voted 
not  to  hold  the  contest  during  the  National  Convention  in 


Milford  A.  Forrester  (South  Carolina),  Chairman 
Bertram  G.  Davis  (New  York),  Publisher 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  crisis  for  The  American 
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Legion  Magazine  as  economic  problems  related  to  produc- 
tion and  distribution  became  more  acute.  As  external  costs 
continue  to  spiral,  finding  a workable  solution  to  the  Mag- 
azine’s fiscal  dilemma  has  been  given  top  priority  by  the 
Magazine  Commission  and  the  Publisher.  Substantial 
progress  has  been  made  in  cutting  expenses;  however,  costs 
are  increasing  so  rapidly  that  it  appears  relief  will  be  forth- 
coming only  through  an  increase  in  the  current  allocation 
of  dues,  commonly  known  as  subscription  revenue. 

In  1980,  it  cost  $2.62  per  member  to  produce  and  dis- 
tribute the  Magazine,  which  received  only  $1.50  from  each 
member  for  this  purpose.  Even  with  record-high  adver- 
tising revenue  in  1980,  the  Magazine  failed  to  garner  suffi- 
cient funds  to  offset  expenses. 

The  increase  in  production  and  distribution  expenses  is 
not  limited  to  one  or  two  specific  areas,  but  are  prevalent 
in  all  facets  of  publishing— payroll,  cost  of  services  and 
practically  every  other  operation  related  to  producing  a 
publication.  Furthermore,  continuing  increases  in  postal 
rates  and  paper  prices,  plus  other  inflationary  factors, 
have  created  major  budgetary  dilemmas.  Although  we 
have  increased  our  advertising  rate  by  40  percent  in  the 
past  5 years,  we  cannot  look  to  additional  rate  increases  to 
offset  the  predicted  1981  deficit  and  still  remain  competi- 
tive with  other  magazines  for  the  advertising  dollar. 

The  magnitude  of  the  problem  being  faced  is,  perhaps, 
best  illustrated  by  a comparison  of  past,  present  and  future 
costs  in  several  key  areas: 


1970 

1980 

1981  (estimated) 


PAPER 

$1,032,616 

2,673,312 

2,713,500 


PRINTING 

$ 690,654 
1,072,764 
1,126,385 


POSTAGE 

$ 237,893 
1,359,957 
1,500,000 


Though  there  are  definite  problems  in  all  three  of  these 
vital  areas,  our  postage  cost  problem  is  compounded  by  a 
plan  by  the  Administration  to  discontinue  the  subsidy  nec- 
essary to  fund  the  16-year  postal  rate  phasing  schedule.  If 
this  plan  is  effected — and  it  now  appears  that  it  will  be — 
the  second  class  postal  rates  for  the  Magazine  will  increase 
to  the  fully  phased  rate  in  October  1981,  rather  than  the 
originally  scheduled  July  1987  date.  This  action  if  effected 
in  1981  would  increase  our  postage  cost  for  distribution  from 
$1,500,000  to  $3,000,000  a year. 

It  may  seem  unfortunate  that  we  must  devote  so  much 
attention  to  these  matters,  but  The  American  Legion  Mag- 
azine is  the  only  direct  communication  link  between  the  in- 
dividual member  and  National  Headquarters.  Conse- 
quently, recitation  of  the  facts  is  essential  as  part  of  the 
report  on  our  stewardship. 

Despite  economic  conditions,  there  is  good  news  to 
report:  we  can  state  without  reservation  that  the  Magazine 
continues  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  our  readership  for  its 
editorial  content. 

In  format,  The  American  Legion  Magazine  is  a “general 
interest  consumer  magazine.”  Its  leading  articles  usually 
deal  with  subjects  that  are  not  only  of  interest  to  Legion- 
naires, but  also  to  all  Americans — and  this  is  in  accordance 
with  an  instruction  received  from  the  1922  National  Con- 
vention. For  some  three  decades,  material  of  fraternal 
nature  and  material  which  could  be  classified  “veterans 
news”  has  appeared  in  a section  of  the  Magazine  designa- 
ted for  that  specific  purpose.  This  broad  plan  of 
separating  the  general  feature  content  from  the  fraternal 
and  veterans  news  content  has  been  highly  successful  in 
creating  an  organization  publication  which  ranks,  in  con- 
tent as  well  as  circulation,  with  the  leading  consumer 
magazines  in  the  nation. 
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Automation  in  the  Magazine’s  circulation  department  not 
only  increases  distribution  efficiency,  but  also  aids  other  divi- 
sions; for  example,  here  are  the  1982  membership  cards  pro- 
cessed for  Membership  and  Post  Activities. 


An  indication  of  the  acceptance  of  this  format  and  the 
regard  in  which  the  Magazine  is  held  is  readily  apparent 
when  one  considers  the  number  of  Legion  Magazine  ar- 
ticles which  are  reprinted  in  other  publications  ranging 
from  The  Reader’s  Digest  to  local  newspapers.  Our  latest 
figures  show  that  fully  20  percent  of  the  Magazine’s  fea- 
ture articles  are  eventually  reprinted  elsewhere.  Further,  it 
has  become  a cliche  among  Legionnaires  that  their  maga- 
zine is  a prized  monthly  visitor  to  their  homes,  and  is  an  at- 
tractive reason  for  becoming  and  remaining  a Legionnaire. 

The  American  Legion  Magazine  Commission  is  pleased 
with  our  product.  We  feel  The  American  Legion  Magazine  is 
fulfilling  its  mission  and  doing  it  well.  Nevertheless,  we  know 
that  we  have  reached  a point  where  there  is  simply  not  enough 
advertising  revenue  to  offset  the  rapidly  increasing  costs  over 
which  we  have  no  control  — the  cost  of  paper  and  postage  — 
and,  if  we  are  to  preserve  the  quality  of  the  Magazine,  and  we 
believe  it  is  imperative  to  do  so,  additional  funds  must  be  made 
available. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES 

William  0.  Jackson  (Indiana),  Executive  Director 


Production  of  inventory  control  and  purchase  order  control  of 
National  Headquarters. 

Accounts  receivable. 


The  Executive  Director,  whose  office  is  located  in  the  National 
Headquarters,  Indianapolis,  has  four  major  responsibilities. 

1 ) He  performs  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the 
National  Adjutant  to  assist  in  meeting  the  myriad  responsibilities 
of  that  office  and,  during  temporary  absences  of  the  National 
Adjutant  from  the  Headquarters,  acts  for  him. 

2)  He  heads  the  Administrative  Services  Division  and  through 
it  supervises  and  coordinates  the  many  administrative  functions  of 
the  Indianapolis  Headquarters. 

3)  He  serves  on  the  Personnel  Committee  of  the  Headquarters, 
the  National  Retirement  Committee,  Publications  Advisory 
Board,  and  is  Chairman  of  the  Management  Review  Board. 

4)  He  coordinates  EDP-Computer  operations,  which  has  a Di- 
rector reporting  to  the  Executive  Director. 

Included  in  the  Administrative  Services  Division  of  the  In- 
dianapolis Headquarters  are  following  administrative  functions: 
cashier;  mail;  printing;  purchasing;  graphic  arts;  general  supply 
. . . stock,  receiving,  shipping;  Library,  Archives,  E.  A. 
Blackmore  Museum;  Communications  Center;  building  mainte- 
nance; cafeteria;  Personnel  Division;  Finance  section  and  Insur- 
ance section. 

The  Administrative  Services  Division  also  provides  all  secreta- 
rial assistance  to  the  executive  officers  of  The  American  Legion. 

Computer  Center 

The  EDP-Computer  Center  is  currently  responsible  for  the  fol- 
lowing programs; 


Retirement  Investment  program. 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  Inventory  and  Depreciation  reports. 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  COMMISSION 


Roger  A.  Munson  (Ohio),  Chairman 
G.  Michael  Schlee  (Maryland),  Director 


In  the  most  basic  sense,  the  strategic  requirements  of  the 
1980s  are  to  prepare  for  the  “Three  Days  of  War:  ’’  to  deter 
the  day  before  war;  to  fight  the  day  of  war;  and  to  terminate 
conflict  in  such  a manner  that  on  the  day  after  war,  the 
United  States  and  its  allies  enjoy  an  acceptable  level  of  se- 
curity. 

E.  C.  MEYER 
General,  U.S.  Army 
Chief  of  Staff 


Updating  of  “The  American  Legion  Magazine,”  SAL,  FIR- 
ING LINE,  ADVANCE,  and  Legislative  Bulletin  mailing  lists; 
and  the  printing  of  mailing  labels  and  renewal  notices. 

Production  of  direct  membership  renewal  notices  and  registers. 


The  American  Legion  has  always  believed  that  the  best  method 
of  securing  peace  is  the  maintenance  of  a strong,  well-trained 
military  force  to  insure  that  no  potentially  hostile  nation  will  ever 
dare  to  challenge  the  national  interests  of  the  United  States  or  its 


The  production  of  membership  cards  and  registers,  department 
accounting  reports,  statistical  information,  post  questionnaire  re- 
ports and  welcome  back  notices. 

The  printing  of  state  paper  mailing  labels,  upon  request.  PUFL 
members  updating  and  financial  checks. 

The  maintenance  of  inventory  controls,  purchasing  controls 
and  billing  applications  for  The  American  Legion  Emblem  Divi- 
son. 

Emblem  Sales  invoices  and  reports. 

Production  of  all  general  ledger  accounting  information. 

Maintenance  of  the  mailing  list  and  automated  grading  for  the 
Extension  Institute. 

Production  of  audit  control  and  circulation  analysis  reports  for 
“The  American  Legion  Magazine.” 


Roger  Munson,  National  Foreign  Relations  Commission 
Chairman,  welcomes  Sergeant  Major  of  the  United  States 
Marine  Corps  Leland  “Crow”  Crawford  to  the  podium  of  a 
joint  Foreign  Relations/National  Security  Commission  meet- 
ing as  a featured  speaker  during  the  1981  Washington  Con- 
ference. 
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allies  in  any  area  of  the  world. 

During  the  past  20  years,  our  armed  forces  have  had  to  compete 
with  the  many  special  programs  for  the  funds  necessary  to  recruit 
and  train  personnel,  equipment  to  modernize  and  to  purchase  the 
necessary  fuel  and  ammunition  for  an  armed  force  that  is  in  the 
highest  state  of  readiness.  The  result  of  this  competition  has  been 
a steady  erosion  of  the  capability  of  the  armed  forces  vis-a-vis  the 
Soviets.  It  now  appears  that  this  erosion  will  cease — that  the 
necessary  funds  will  be  made  available  to  the  armed  forces  for 
recruitment,  training  and  modernization. 

The  National  Security  Commission  in  keeping  with  its  long 
tradition  of  making  recommendations  based  on  hard  facts,  rather 
than  nebulous  reports,  has  undertaken  a series  of  informative 
programs  and  briefings  over  the  past  year  which  are  designed  to 
keep  the  members  of  the  Commission  abreast  of  the  latest  infor- 
mation on  the  programs  developed  by  the  Department  of  Defense 
aimed  at  strengthening  the  armed  forces. 

Immediately  prior  to  the  62nd  Annual  National  Convention 
held  in  Boston,  the  members  of  the  National  Security  Commis- 
sion visited  Pease  Air  Force  Base  in  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  visit  the  509th  Bombardment  Wing.  This  unit  is  armed 
with  the  FB- 1 1 1 supersonic  aircraft  and  is  part  of  the  Strategic  Air 
Command.  The  unit  is  armed  with  nuclear  weapons  for  use 
against  hostile  countries  and  can  fly  a mission  to  deliver  those 
weapons  at  a moments  notice.  Members  of  the  Commission  also 
toured  the  headquarters  of  the  Tanker  Task  Force  which  has  the 
mission  of  in-flight  refueling  for  the  bombers  enroute  to  a target 
area. 

In  keeping  with  the  long  established  practice  of  being 
thoroughly  knowledgeable  on  those  areas  of  immediate  interest 
just  prior  to  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention  Committee,  the 
National  Security  Commission  met  for  a series  of  briefings.  Lt. 
Gen.  Paul  X.  Kelley,  USMC,  Commander  of  the  Rapid  Deploy- 
ment Joint  Task  Force,  informed  the  group  of  the  make-up  of  this 
force,  its  current  status  and  its  ability  to  go  wherever  needed  in  the 


Admiral  Thomas  J.  Moorer  (USN,  Ret.)  is  flanked  by  Dr. 
Robert  P.  Foster,  chairman  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Com- 
mission (left)  and  Roger  A.  Munson,  chairman  of  the  Nation- 
al Security  Commission.  Adm.  Moorer  had  just  addressed  a 
joint  session  of  The  National  Security /Foreign  Relations 
Commission  during  the  21st  annual  Washington  Conference 
of  The  American  Legion  at  the  Capitol  Hilton  Hotel. 


world  for  certain  types  of  missions,  the  force  is  flexible  and  can  be 
tailored  to  meet  the  needs  of  any  given  situation,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Rapid  Deployment  Joint  Task  Force  sent  a strong  and 
powerful  signal  to  both  friends  and  enemies. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  P.  McCarthy,  USAF,  briefed  the  Commis- 
sion on  the  proposed  mission  and  the  real  need  for  the  M-X 
Intercontinental  Ballistic  Missile.  He  stated  the  costs,  basing 
mode  and  capability  of  the  M-X  system  and  informed  the  Com- 
mission of  the  deployment  schedule.  Maj.  Gen.  Maxwell  R. 
Thurman,  USA,  briefed  the  Legionnaires  on  the  mission  of  the 
Army  Recruiting  Command.  Gen.  Thurman  stressed  the  fact  that 
the  Army  competes  with  all  of  the  other  services  for  the  available 
personnel,  and  that  pay  and  benefits,  living  conditions  and  allo- 
wances were  of  prime  concern  to  members  of  the  Armed  Forces, 
and  are  a factor  in  retaining  and  attracting  the  numbers  of  person- 
nel which  we  need. 

The  final  speaker  was  Dr.  Leon  Goure,  who  spoke  on  the 
subject  of  Soviet  civil  defense  and  U.S.  military  strategy.  He 
noted  that  in  the  event  of  a nuclear  exchange  between  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  United  States,  the  Soviets  would  suffer  as  few  as  10 
million  casualties  while  the  U.S.  might  suffer  as  many  as  120 
million  dead. 

The  annual  mid-winter  Washington  Conference  has  tradition- 
ally been  a time  in  which  the  National  Security  Commission  is 
updated  on  those  areas  of  concern  to  The  American  Legion  in  the 
area  of  national  defense.  In  keeping  with  that  tradition,  the  Na- 
tional Security  Commission  met  in  joint  session  with  the  Foreign 
Relations  Commission  during  the  morning  and  were  briefed  by 
several  notable  individuals.  Admiral  Thomas  H.  Moorer,  USN 
Ret.,  spoke  on  the  subject  of  “Global  Posture  in  the  1980s.  ” He 
outlined  the  need  for  a change  in  direction  of  foreign  policy  and 
urged  a major  rebuilding  program  of  the  armed  forces.  The  newly 
appointed  United  States  Permanent  Representative  to  the  United 
Nations,  Ambassador  Jeane  J.  Kirkpatrick,  briefed  the  joint  ses- 
sion on  the  new  perspectives  the  Reagan  Administration  will 
bring  to  our  international  relations  with  both  the  United  Nations  as 
a body  and  the  individual  nations  of  the  world. 

The  Conference  session  also  featured  a briefing  by  the  U.S. 
Marine  Corps  Amphibious  Warfare  Briefing  Team  which  made 
an  extensive  presentation  on  the  missions  and  capabilities  of  the 
Corps  and  its  role  in  projecting  U.S.  military  power  in  those  areas 
of  the  world  where  it  may  serve  the  nation’s  interest.  The 
Sergeant-Major  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Leland  “Crow”  Crawford, 
made  a very  candid  presentation  of  the  ‘ ‘quality  of  life  ’ ’ aspects  of 
today’s  service  life. 

For  the  first  time  during  the  Conference,  the  members  of  the 
National  Security  Commission  took  advantage  of  their  presence 
in  Washington  to  attend  a briefing  by  the  staff  members  of  the 
House  Armed  Services  Committee  on  Congressional  perspective 
concerning  the  Armed  Forces.  William  H.  Hogan,  Jr.,  General 
Counsel,  greeted  the  Commission.  G.  Kim  Wincup  briefed  on  the 
military  personnel  problems;  Robert  G.  Emmerichs  on  military 
compensation  and  benefits,  and  Fred  Schatzman  on  the  U.S. 
strategic  posture.  John  J.  Ford,  Staff  Director  of  the  Committee, 
chaired  a panel  of  the  speakers  to  field  questions  by  Commission 
members. 
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The  National  Security  Commission  also  received  a presenta- 
tion from  the  U.S.  Air  Force  “Soviet  Awareness”  team  at  Bol- 
ling Air  Force  Base.  The  briefing  covered  the  Soviet  economy, 
military  equipment  and  training,  attitudes  and  the  Soviet  political 
system.  The  entire  Awareness  Team  has  traveled  in  the  Soviet 
Union  and  most  speak  fluent  Russian. 


encouraging  their  Posts  to  participate  in  the  awarding  of  medals  to 
outstanding  young  men  and  women  enrolled  in  the  RO  IC  pro 
gram.  Posts  responded  to  this  encouragement  by  awarding  687 
medals  between  July  I,  1979  and  June  30,  1980.  Presentations 
were  made  to  236  ROTC  units  in  34  States  and  the  District  of 
Columbia. 


The  armed  forces  have  over  the  past  several  years  suffered  a 
severe  decline  in  the  re-enlistment  rate.  Low  retention  rates  im- 
pact on  each  of  the  Services  indifferent  ways.  Shortages  of  skilled 
personnel  mean  longer  hours  and  extra  duty  for  those  still  in 
uniform  which  adversely  effects  retention.  Lack  of  skilled  per- 
sonnel also  means  a lower  standard  of  maintenance  and  repairs  for 
the  sophisticated  equipment  currently  deployed  with  our  armed 
forces.  Both  of  these  facts  constitute  irritants  to  service  people.  In 
the  past  Five  years,  only  the  Air  Force  has  succeeded  in  stabilizing 
enlistments  for  career  regulars  at  an  acceptable  level. 

In  order  to  help  improve  the  retention  rate  for  all  the  services, 
the  National  Security  Commission  recommended  and  the  Na- 
tional Executive  Committee  approved  a resolution  calling  for  a 
new  GI  Bill  which  would  grant  educational  benefits  based  on 
honorable  service.  Several  members  of  the  Congress  responded 
by  introducing  such  legislation  in  both  Houses.  The  American 
Legion  prepared  testimony  based  on  a thorough  review  of  all  the 
legislation.  That  testimony  has  become  part  of  the  official  record 
and  will  be  considered  when  the  legislation  is  debated  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate. 

It  behooves  every  American  to  be  aware  of  the  status  and 
capabilities  of  our  armed  forces  vis-a-vis  the  armed  forces  of  the 
Soviet  Union.  The  National  Security  Commission  has  made 
available  for  purchase,  a slide  presentation  complete  with  script. 
This  presentation  is  suitable  for  showing  at  Post  meetings  or  at 
any  other  function  in  the  community.  The  presentation  may  be 
obtained  by  writing  the  National  Security-Foreign  Relations  Divi- 
sion, 1608  K St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20006. 


ROTC  MEDALS: — Thirty-five  Departments  with  ROTC 
units  supported  the  ROTC  program.  The  Departments  promoted 
and  publicized  The  American  Legion  ROTC  Medals  Program  by 


Harold  Brown,  then  U.S.  Defense  Secretary,  receives  a copy 
of  American  Legion  convention  resolutions  on  national  secu- 
rity September  10  in  Washington  from  National  Commander 
Michael  Kogutek. 


In  order  to  make  the  cost  of  the  ROTC  medals  more  reasonable, 
the  National  Emblem  Sales  Division  has  begun  a new  process  for 
manufacturing  the  medals.  The  cost  has  been  reduced  substan- 
tially. Please  consult  the  National  Emblem  Sales  catalog  for  the 
latest  price  list. 

BLOOD  DONOR  ACTIVITIES:— During  the  period  June 
1,  1979  to  May  31,  1980,  29  Departments  participated  in  The 
American  Legion  Blood  Donor  program.  The  Departments  of 
Maine  and  Rhode  Island  received  the  first  of  two  National  Com- 
mander blood  awards  for  the  highest  percentage  of  Post 
participation — 100  percent.  The  second  National  Commander 
award  was  made  to  the  Department  of  Maine  with  46%  of  their 
membership  donating  blood. 

Special  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  Holiday  Blood  Drive  dur- 
ing 1980  in  cooperation  with  the  American  National  Red  Cross. 
The  American  Legion  continues  to  participate  as  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Blood  Commission  by  au- 
thorization of  the  NEC  at  its  May  1981  meeting. 

CRIME  RESISTANCE:— The  American  Legion  National 
Crime  Resistance  program  continues  to  be  a viable  method  of 
community  involvement  for  local  American  Legion  Posts.  The 
Crime  Resistance  booklet  is  in  its  5th  printing . More  than  1 25,000 
have  been  distributed  thus  far  to  schools.  Auxiliary  Units,  Legion 
Posts  and  other  civic  groups. 

INTERNAL  AFFAIRS  COMMISSION 


James  P.  Dean  (Mississippi),  Chairman 
Thomas  J.  Haynes  (Colorado),  Director 

The  National  Internal  Affairs  Commission  is  responsible  for 
policies  relating  to  the  internal  structure  and  operation  of  The 
American  Legion  at  all  levels.  In  addition,  all  resolutions  and 
other  official  matters  not  falling  within  the  area  of  assigned  duties 
of  other  national  commissions  or  committees  are  handled  by  the 
Internal  Affairs  Commission. 

Four  national  standing  committees  are  assigned  to  the  commis- 
sion for  “supervision  and  coordination” — Constitution  and  By- 
Laws;  Membership  and  Post  Activities;  Resolutions  Assignment; 
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and  Trophies,  Awards  and  Ceremonials.  The  Internal  Affairs 
Commission  is  also  the  supervisory  body  for  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  organization,  and  the  commission’s  full-time 
staff  at  National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis  (the  Internal  Affairs 
Division)  provides  staff  services  for  the  National  Contests  Super- 
visory Committee,  which  itself  reports  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion Commission. 

Membership 

A report  of  the  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee 
will  be  found  separately  in  this  publication. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws 

The  National  Constitution  and  By-Laws  can  be  amended  only 
by  action  of  a National  Convention.  However,  a Constitution  and 
By-Laws  Committee  does  review  and  make  recommendations  on 
all  proposed  amendments. 

Trophies,  Awards  and  Ceremonials 

This  committee  supervises  all  official  national  awards  (with  the 
exception  of  those  related  to  uniformed  group  competition)  and 
recommends  to  the  National  Executive  Committee  recipients  of 
the  Distinguished  Service  Medal,  the  International  Amity  Award 
and  the  Canadian  Friendship  Award.  This  committee  also  pre- 
sents to  the  National  Executive  Committee  its  recommendations 
for  miscellaneous  awards  that  have  been  made  since  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

Resolutions  Assignment 

The  Resolutions  Assignment  Committee  meets  only  at  the  an- 
nual National  Convention.  The  committee  has  the  responsibility 
of  assigning  all  resolutions  to  the  appropriate  convention  commit- 
tee for  report  to  the  convention.  The  number  of  resolutions  re- 
viewed and  assigned  prior  to  the  1980  National  Convention  to- 
taled more  than  773,  which  is  almost  twice  the  number  reviewed 
prior  to  the  1979  National  Convention. 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

The  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  continued  to  grow  during 
1980.  Final  membership  for  1980  totaled  45,763,  a gain  of  5, 1 87 
over  the  40,576  final  count  for  1979.  SAL  National  Conventions 
are  held  in  conjunction  with  the  National  Conventions  of  The 
American  Legion.  The  Tenth  National  Convention  will  be  held  in 
Honolulu. 

Consolidated  Post  Reports 

For  the  sixth  year  in  a row  posts  of  The  American  Legion  were 
asked  to  file  a Consolidated  Post  Report  which  would  allow  the 
national  organization  to  obtain  a standard  report  on  all  major 
programs.  Approximately  forty-four  and  thirty-nine  hundredths 
(44.39)  percent  of  all  posts  submitted  reports.  Reporting  posts 
represented  approximately  60%  of  the  total  membership  with 
assets  in  excess  of  $526,000,000.  Some  of  the  figures  were  truly 


outstanding,  such  as  the  following:  Cost  of  athletic  teams,  4.7 
million  dollars;  aid  given  to  benefit  Children  and  Youth,  5 million 
dollars;  hours  given  to  community  service,  2.5  million  hours;  cost 
of  uniformed  groups,  1.3  million  dollars. 

The  survey  conducted  in  the  first  half  of  1980  indicated  that  the 
average  amount  of  dues  for  American  Legion  Posts  was  $12.00. 
Much  of  the  money  raised  by  American  Legion  Posts  is  done  on  a 
volunteer  basis  and  programs  are  very  rarely  supported  by  the 
amount  of  dues  collected.  This  points  to  one  of  the  great  strengths 
of  The  American  Legion  — service  work  to  veterans  and  children 
and  youth  and  communities. 

PUFL 

The  PUFL  (Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Program)  is  show- 
ing a steady  gain  in  acceptance  and  participation.  Since  its  begin- 
ning in  July  of  1975,  approximately  14,890  Legionnaires  have 
utilized  the  availability  of  the  PUFL  Program. 

The  Energy  Policy  of  The  American  Legion 

Over  four  years  ago  the  National  Executive  Committee  as- 
signed to  the  Internal  Affairs  Commission  the  primary  responsi- 
bility for  all  resolutions  concerning  energy  and  environment.  A 
Subcommittee  of  the  Internal  Affairs  Commission,  chaired  by  J. 
W.  “Bill"  Steinsiek  (AR),  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
searching all  resolutions. 

The  basic  policy  of  the  Energy  Subcommittee  is  one  that  sup- 
ports the  concept  of  a national  policy  to  decrease  our  reliance  on 
foreign  fossil  fuels  and  to  develop  our  proven  and  potential 
domestic  resources. 


Since  becoming  involved  in  the  field  of  energy,  The  American 
Legion  has  presented  testimony  in  Congress  and  sponsored 
numerous  energy  forums  at  the  national  and  state  level.  With  the 


James  P.  Dean,  Internal  Affairs  Commission  Chairman  (left), 
confers  with  Secretary  of  Energy  James  B.  Edwards,  during 
1981  Washington  Conference  to  discuss  continuing  coopera- 
tive efforts  between  The  American  Legion  and  appropriate 
offices  and  agencies  of  the  federal  government  in  the  effort  to 
solve  the  nation’s  energy  problems  and  reduce  reliance  on 
foreign  energy  sources. 
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introduction  of  an  energy  pledge  program  over  1 ,200  posts  and 
units  are  now  receiving  timely  energy  information  and  programs 
in  cooperation  with  the  Department  of  Energy,  industry  and  con- 
sumer groups. 

During  the  National  Convention  Mr.  Donald  L.  Bower,  Vice 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  Standard  Oil  Company  of 
California,  will  be  a distinguished  guest  and  will  speak  on  the 
strategic  importance  of  energy. 

The  direction  of  The  American  Legion’s  involvement  in  the 
energy  program  will  remain  one  of  concentration  on  conserva- 
tion. We  will,  however,  continue  to  broaden  our  monitoring  of 
alternative  energy  sources  in  search  of  energy  independence.  We 
recognize  that  our  national  security,  as  well  as  our  economy,  is 
dependent  upon  our  success  and  the  success  of  other  organiza- 
tions who  are  now  beginning  to  join  us  in  this  important  national 
challenge. 

Direct  Renewal  Program 

With  the  successful  development  of  the  National  Direct  Billing 
Program,  the  Internal  Affairs  Commission  and  the  Membership 
and  Post  Activities  Committee  have  begun  to  investigate  an  ex- 
tended use  of  direct  mail  as  a method  of  securing  new  members, 
organizing  new  posts,  and  retaining  those  who  now  belong. 

First  tests  completed  in  June  of  1980  have  clearly  shown  that 
potential  members  will  respond  to  a direct  mail  invitation  from 
our  organization.  It  has  been  recognized,  however,  that  a com- 
plete direct  mail  effort  cannot  provide  the  results  we  desire  unless 
each  person  responding  receives  personal  attention  from  the  post 
nearest  his  (or  her)  home. 

The  development  of  new  concepts  in  membership  invitations, 
while  retaining  the  important  one-on-one  contact  between  our 
members,  provides  an  interesting  and  exciting  challenge  for  the 
year  ahead. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  POST  ACTIVITIES 

Gary  W.  Sammons  (Michigan),  Chairman 
James  L.  Adcox  (North  Carolina),  Director 

Membership  Strength 


Total  official  membership,  1980  2,638,586 

1980  membership  as  of  June  1,  1980  2,576,111 

1981  membership  as  of  June  1,  1981  2,570,247 


The  198 1 membership  year  has  been  one  of  continued  implemen- 
tation of  innovative  redirection  within  the  organization.  It  is  quite 
evident  that  our  membership  is  becoming  younger  and  more  visi- 
ble as  our  nation’s  leaders  among  veterans.  Our  enrollment  of 
Vietnam  Veterans  is  increasing  and  numerous  special  Vietnam 
Veteran  Posts  have  been  established  throughout  the  organization. 

Eligibility  Dates  Remained  Constant  in  1980-81 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  eligibility  dates  for  membership 
since  the  1979  National  Convention  in  Houston,  Texas  where 
new  dates  were  established  for  Vietnam  Veterans  (December  22, 
1961  to  May  7,  1975). 


1981  Commanders  Who  Help  America  Work 

Twenty-five  Post  Commanders  and  15  District  Commanders 
were  the  recipients  of  a special  award  under  the  National  Com- 
mander’s Membership  Awards  Program.  The  25  Post  Comman- 
ders were  selected  from  approximately  1 ,350  Post  Commanders 
whose  Posts  had  achieved  an  all-time  high  by  March  31.  The 
District  Commanders  were  selected  from  those  districts  which 
exceeded  their  previous  year’s  membership  by  May  1,  1981. 
These  special  winners  will  receive  a $300  monetary  award  as  well 
as  a special  citation.  Several  Department  Commanders  will  be 
selected  to  receive  special  recognition  for  excelling  in  member- 
ship in  1981.  These  programs  are  made  possible  by  a special 
monetary  awards  system  which  continues  to  prove  itself  as  an 
innovative  membership  tool. 

18th  Annual  National  Membership  Workshop 

Two  National  Membership  Workshops  were  held  this  year  in 
preparation  for  the  1982  membership  year.  The  workshops  were 
held  at  National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis,  July  30-31  and 
August  6-7.  The  goal  of  the  National  Membership  Workshop  was 
to  achieve  a greater  participation  by  individual  Legionnaires  in 
examining  the  membership  objective  of  The  American  Legion. 
This  exchange  of  ideas  on  a national  scale  continues  to  be  one  of 
the  best  methods  of  determining  the  future  of  The  American 
Legion.  Workshop  participants  left  National  Headquarters  moti- 
vated and  prepared  to  begin  another  successful  membership  year. 

We  are  again  looking  forward  to  our  eight  Regional  Confer- 
ences during  which  we  will  take  our  Membership  Workshop  to 
the  field.  These  Regional  Conferences  are  scheduled  for  Sep- 
tember and  October. 

New  Posts 

POSTS  CHARTERED 


5/30/80  to  5/30/81 

No.  of  Posts  as  of  5/30/80  15,854 

No.  of  Posts  cancelled  as  of  5/30/81 159 

No.  of  new  Posts  chartered  as  of  5/30/81 104 

Total  no.  of  Posts  as  of  5/30/81  15,799 


New  Post  formation  in  urban  areas  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
tasks  confronting  The  American  Legion.  The  Membership  and 
Post  Activities  Committee,  in  cooperation  with  the  Department  of 
Colorado,  developed  a “Metropolitan  New  Post  Marketing 
Plan.”  This  plan  has  been  proven  successful  and  is  now  being 
implemented  in  several  Departments.  The  premise  of  the  plan  is 
that  any  organization,  no  matter  how  great  its  programs  or  how 
large  its  membership,  must  continually  adjust  to  the  changes  of 
the  society  it  serves.  The  American  Legion  and  its  “Metropolitan 
New  Post  Marketing  Plan"  sets  forth  a procedure  for  organizing 
the  core  city  and  reorganizing  once  active  Posts. 

Operation  “Welcome  Back” 

Operation  “Welcome  Back”  has  significantly  surpassed  last 
year’s  success.  This  reinstatement  program  for  delinquent  mem- 
bers has  resulted  directly  in  the  renewal  of  over  13,000  delinquent 
members.  Individual  certificates  of  accomplishment  for  this  pro- 
gram have  been  mailed  to  1 ,350  Legionnaires  in  appreciation  of 
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their  participation  and  dedicated  effort  in  reinstating  delinquent 
members.  This  is  also  a significant  increase  over  last  year’s  881 
certificates. 

This  program  continues  to  prove  valuable  also  by  assisting 
National  Headquarters  in  keeping  its  membership  mailing  list  up 
to  date  through  changes  of  address  and  deletion  of  deceased 
members  reported  on  “Welcome  Back”  cards. 

1982  Membership  Promotion  — “We  Help  America 
Work” 

During  the  annual  planning  session  of  the  Membership  and 
Post  Activities  Committee  held  in  Indianapolis,  January  8-9, 
1981,  the  Committee  formulated  the  membership  promotion  plan 
for  the  1982  membership  year.  Several  changes  have  been  incor- 
porated in  the  National  Membership  Awards  Program  for  1982 
which  we  felt  more  effectively  and  economically  recognized  out- 
standing membership  accomplishments. 

Also,  during  the  MPA  planning  session,  it  was  the  consensus  of 
the  Committee  to  retain  our  present  theme  for  the  1982  year.  The 
theme  is,  “We  Help  America  Work.”  We  believe  this  theme 
expresses  as  concisely  as  possible  in  one  short  sentence  the  value 
of  our  great  organization.  It  is  our  hope  that  this  membership 
theme  and  the  promotion  program  which  is  built  around  it,  along 
with  the  several  other  national  membership  tools,  will  help  us 
create  the  environment  necessary  for  successful  membership 
years  in  the  future. 

Direct  Marketing  Test 

In  a continuing  effort  to  develop  our  overall  marketing  plan  for 
American  Legion  membership,  several  tests  have  been  completed 
utilizing  direct  market  concepts.  Our  latest  series  of  tests  ran  the 
first  three  weeks  in  June.  We  were  testing  the  effectiveness  and 
feasibility  of  purchased  T.V.  commercial  time  to  increase  the 
visibility  of  The  American  Legion  and  ultimately  to  solicit  mem- 
bership. Four  American  Legion  commercials  were  produced  to 
run  during  the  three- week  test  period  (one  30-second  spot  and 
three  10-second  spots).  Three  test  markets  were  selected,  based 
upon  population,  eligible  veteran  potential,  various  demographic 
findings  from  our  Lou  Harris  survey,  commercial  time  cost  and 
other  factors.  The  test  markets  were  Portland,  Oregon;  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina;  and  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  All  totaled,  the 
eligible  veteran  population  in  the  T.V.  viewing  area  of  these  three 
markets  was  approximately  600,000. 

The  T.V.  commercials  permitted  immediate  response 
capabilities  through  the  use  of  a toll  free  number.  Interested  view- 
ers were  able  to  call  and  request  additional  information  about 
programs  or  how  to  join. 

Unofficial  Membership  Awards 
Early  Bird  Awards 

Fifty-one  Departments  qualified  for  Early  Bird  Awards  by  sur- 
passing the  assigned  membership  total  by  the  September  26,  1 980 
Target  Date.  Awards  were  earned  by:  Alabama,  Alaska,  Arizona, 
California,  Colorado,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Florida,  France,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana, 


Iowa,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Montana,  Ne- 
braska, Nevada,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  Mexico, 
North  Carolina,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Oregon, 
Pennsylvania,  Puerto  Rico,  Rhode  Island,  South  Carolina,  South 
Dakota,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Utah,  Vermont,  Virginia, 
Washington,  West  Virginia,  Wisconsin,  Wyoming,  Arkansas. 

Veterans  Day  Awards 

Fifty-two  Departments  qualified  for  Veterans  Day  Awards  by 
surpassing  the  assigned  membership  total  by  the  November  17, 
1980  Target  Date.  Awards  were  earned  by:  Alabama,  Alaska, 
Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  District 
of  Columbia,  Florida,  France,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Mon- 
tana, Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New 
Mexico,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Okla- 
homa, Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Puerto  Rico,  Rhode  Island,  South 
Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Utah,  Vermont,  Vir- 
ginia, Washington,  West  Virginia,  Wisconsin,  Wyoming,  Ar- 
kansas. 

Goose  Egg  Competition 

Awards  were  presented  to  Department  Commanders  in  each  of 
six  categories  who  had  the  highest  percentage  of  Posts  reporting 
some  1981  membership  to  National  by  November  17,  1980. 
Winners  were:  Category  I — Minnesota,  Category  II  — Florida, 
Category  III  — North  Dakota,  Category  IV  — New  Hampshire, 
Category  V — Delaware,  Category  VI  — France. 

Special  Certificate  of  Most  Distinguished  Service 

Special  certificates  were  presented  to  1,348  Posts  who  had 
re-enrolled  by  November  11,  1980  their  entire  previous  year’s 
membership,  for  1981. 

Big  Ten  Competition 

Winning  Departments  for  the  1981  Big  Ten  Competition  are: 
Category  I — Minnesota  and  Ohio;  Category  II  — Florida  and 
Maryland;  Category  III  — Virginia  and  Washington;  Category  IV 
— South  Carolina  and  New  Hampshire;  Category  V — Wyoming 
and  Delaware. 

Year  End  District  Commander  Award 

Fifty  Departments  had  District  Commanders  who  qualified  for 
Commander  Kogutek’s  December  31st  District  Commander 
Awards.  Awards  were  shipped  to  the  following  Departments  for 
appropriate  presentation  to  the  winning  District  Commander: 
Alabama,  Alaska,  Arizona,  Arkansas,  California,  Colorado, 
Connecticut,  Delaware,  Florida,  France,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Il- 
linois, Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maine, 
Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Hampshire,  New 
Jersey,  New  Mexico,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  North  Dakota, 
Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  South 
Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Utah,  Vermont,  Vir- 
ginia, Washington,  West  Virginia,  Wisconsin,  Wyoming. 
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Post  Honor  Ribbon 

Post  Honor  Ribbons  were  shipped  to  3,215  Posts  whose  1981 
membership  as  of  December  31,1 980  equalled  or  exceeded  their 
total  1980  membership. 

Certificate  of  Meritorious  Service 

These  Certificates  were  awarded  to  691  Posts  which  by  De- 
cember 31,  1980  had  enrolled  an  advance  membership  for  1981 
equaling  or  surpassing  the  Post’s  previous  All-Time-High. 

The  American  Legion  Birthday  Award — 

Post  of  Distinction 

6,379  Posts  qualified  for  the  above  award  by  having  enrolled 
by  March  17,  1981  a membership  for  1981  equaling  or  exceeding 
the  total  1980  membership  in  addition  to  carrying  on  basic  prog- 
rams throughout  the  year. 

VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND  REHABILITATION 
COMMISSION 


William  F.  Lenker  (South  Dakota),  Chairman 
Robert  E.  Lyngh  (Colorado),  Director 

When  one  views  the  vast  service  program  in  effect  in  the  Posts 
and  at  the  Department  and  National  levels  of  The  American  Le- 
gion, it  is  clear  that  Legionnaires  regard  the  rehabilitation  and 
welfare  of  war  veterans,  their  dependents  and  survivors  as  the 
prime  responsibility  of  our  organization.  Consistent  with  that 
belief,  the  delegates  to  the  Sixty-Second  National  Convention  last 
August  adopted  a broad  program  calling  for  legislative  and  ad- 
ministrative action  during  the  1980-1981  year. 

Among  the  most  important  pieces  of  veterans  legislation  before 
Congress  this  year  in  which  The  American  Legion  is  vitally  in- 
terested is  the  overriding  issue  involving  funding  for  all  Veterans 
Administration  programs.  At  the  time  this  article  was  being  pre- 
pared it  was  anticipated  that  some  reductions  for  veterans  pro- 
grams would  be  effected  for  Fiscal  Year  1982  (which  commences 
October  1 , 1981).  The  details  on  these  proposed  cuts  are  presently 
in  a state  of  negotiation  within  the  Congress,  and  it  is  not  yet 
possible  to  predict  just  how  much  in  cuts  Congress  will  approve, 
or  what  funds  it  may  put  back  into  the  VA  budget  regardless  of  the 
President’s  wishes. 

This  Commission,  in  several  appearances  before  Congres- 
sional Committees  over  the  past  several  weeks,  has  consistently 


expressed  its  deep  concern  with  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  VA 
Department  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  The  VA  system  presently 
consists  of  172  hospitals,  222  outpatient  clinics,  92  nursing  home 
care  units  and  16  domiciliaries.  In  the  172  hospitals  there  are  at 
present  about  82,8(X)  beds,  with  an  average  daily  patient  census  in 
excess  of  67, (XX).  Any  curtailment  in  the  VA  budget  for  this 
program  would,  in  fact,  because  of  its  sensitivity  and  balance 
seriously  damage  its  ability  to  render  either  the  quality  or  quantity 
of  health  care  to  veterans.  While  we  may  not  be  able  to  foresee  at 
this  time  what  final  action  will  resolve  once  the  Congress  re- 
sponds to  budget  requests,  we  can  be  certain  of  one  thing — 
proposed  reductions  in  personnel  and  additional  shortfalls  in  fund- 
ing would  result  in  nothing  short  of  disaster.  And,  The  American 
Legion  is  not  going  to  sit  still  and  let  these  things  happen.  The 
American  Legion  will  not  silently  accept  cutbacks  in  veterans 
programs  in  the  name  of  economy.  The  nation  owes  more  than 
that  to  its  war  veterans.  The  question  of  an  adequate  VA  budget 
has  already  occupied  a considerable  time  frame  of  the  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  to  date,  and  we  expect  to 
make  additional  vigorous  presentations  on  the  subject  in  order  to 
achieve  full  funding  of  veterans  benefits  programs. 

As  we  move  along  further  into  the  legislative  year  other  sig- 
nificant matters  will  be  faced  by  the  Commission.  Part  of  the 
subject  of  funding  for  veterans  programs  is  the  renovation  and 
replacement  of  VA  medical  facilities.  This  program  is  also  in 
jeopardy.  Over  the  past  number  of  years  the  VA  has  engaged  in  a 
broad,  ongoing  and  long-range  program  to  update  many  of  the 
hospital  structures  which  have  become  old  and  outdated.  Some  of 
these  structures  are  now  30  years  old,  and  while  this  does  not 
seem  like  too  long  a period,  it  must  be  realized  that  changes  in 
medical  technology  and  treatment  modalities  have  been  so  exten- 
sive and  profound  that  these  structures  are  not  configured  to  meet 
the  designs  required  in  today’s  medicine.  It  has  only  been  in 
recent  years  that  large  sums,  approved  by  Congress,  have  been 
made  available  to  bring  the  program  of  renovation  and  replace- 
ment up  to  schedule.  The  current  move  to  effect  delays  in  this 
program  can  only  give  rise  to  grave  suspicions  that  a plan  is  afoot 


National  Commander  Michael  J.  Kogutek presents  American 
Legion  testimony  to  the  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Af- 
fairs on  behalf  of  American  Veterans.  The  National  Com- 
mander is  accompanied  by  W.  F.  Lenker  (center),  chairman 
of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commis- 
sion, and  R.  E.  Lyngh,  director  of  the  VA&R  Commission. 
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to  cancel  the  renovation  program  and  thus  begin  a piecemeal 
dismantling  of  the  VA  hospital  system. 

The  long-range  health  effects  of  Agent  Orange  on  those  vet- 
erans who  served  in  Vietnam  during  the  time  it  was  used  as  a 
defoliant,  is  a serious  concern  of  The  American  Legion.  A sig- 
nificant number  of  service  personnel  who  served  in  Vietnam  and 
were  exposed  to  Agent  Orange  have  subsequently  developed  dis- 
abilities and  other  disorders,  all  of  which  are  allegedly  caused  by 
exposure  to  a chemical  known  as  “dioxin”  which  is  contained  in 
Agent  Orange.  There  is  no  conclusive  scientific  evidence  that 
dioxin  exposure  has  any  effect  on  humans  except  a skin  condition 
called  chloracne.  However,  because  of  the  allegations  that  it 
causes  these  other  diseases,  the  VA  was  mandated  by  Public  Law 
96-151  to  undertake  a scientific  study  of  the  effects  of  dioxin 
exposure  on  veterans.  Unfortunately,  this  study  has  become 
mired  in  bureaucracy  to  the  point  that  very  little  progress  has  been 
made.  As  a result  of  a resolution  approved  during  the  1980  Na- 
tional convention,  we  have  had  introduced  in  Congress  a measure 
calling  for  Congress  to  assign  this  study  to  an  independent  scien- 
tific body,  in  order  to  reassure  veterans  that  the  results  of  the  study 
will  be  objective  and  scientifically  valid.  In  addition,  the  Legion 
is  actively  counseling  and  assisting  veterans  claiming  exposure 
with  their  claims  for  VA  benefits,  and  we  continue  to  monitor  the 
Agent  Orange  screening  program  in  VA  medical  facilities 
throughout  the  country. 

We  have  already  appeared  before  the  House  and  Senate  Com- 
mittees on  Veterans  Affairs,  supporting  cost-of-living  increases 
in  both  compensation  and  DIC,  and  recommended  that  the  rates 
be  increased  to  a level  consistent  with  advances  in  the  Consumer 
Price  Index.  Rates  of  compensation  and  DIC  were  last  increased 
effective  October  1,  1980,  and  for  those  entitled  to  receive  these 
benefits  to  keep  pace  with  the  increasing  costs  of  goods  and 
services,  the  rates  payable  must  respond  to  cost-of-living  in- 
creases. In  spite  of  continued  pressure  for  fiscal  austerity,  we  are 
confident  the  Congress  will  continue  to  responsibly  address  the 
genuine  needs  of  these  veterans,  and  their  dependents  and  sur- 
vivors. 


The  general  policy  line  of  the  National  Organization  is  that  the 
current  Improved  Pension  Program  is  basically  a good  program, 


Chester  F.  Stellar,  Vice-Chairman,  National  Veterans  Affairs 
and  Rehabilitation  Commission,  greets  Dr.  Donald  L.  Custis, 
Chief  Medical  Director,  Veterans  Administration,  as  a guest 
speaker  at  1981  VA&R  Conference. 


and  one  in  which  the  Congress  has  been  as  generous  as  possible. 
We  do  feel,  however,  that  some  necessary  changes  are  needed  in 
the  program.  We  have  already  had  introduced  in  the  Congress 
legislation  calling  for  improved  benefits  for  widows  and  orphans. 
We  have  now  had  considerable  time  to  study  the  restructured 
program  and  have  concluded  that  the  income  levels  for  survivors 
is  unrealistically  low,  causing  genuine  hardships  for  widows  and 
children  who  need  those  benefits  to  economically  survive.  The 
Legion’s  continued  effort  will  be  to  assure  that  these  necessary 
adjustments  in  the  pension  program  will  be  satisfactorily  address- 
ed in  the  Congress. 

The  staff  of  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commis- 
sion is  pleased  to  report  that  the  mandates  set  forth  in  those 
resolutions  approved  at  the  1980  National  Convention  relating  to 
improvements  in  the  veterans  benefits  program  have  already  been 
presented  to  the  97th  Congress.  Many  of  our  legislative  objectives 
are  yet  to  be  accomplished.  The  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilita- 
tion Commission  and  its  staff  will  continue  their  efforts  to  achieve 
the  goals  mandated  by  the  National  Convention  and  the  National 
Executive  Committee  to  improve  the  veterans  benefits  programs 
administered  by  the  Veterans  Administration. 


National  Commander  Michael  J.  Kogutek  addresses  Depart- 
ment Service  Officers  breakfast. 


Pictured  above  are  the  1981-82  officers  of  the  Department 
Service  Officers  Association.  They  are  (left  to  right):  Ben- 
jamin Truskoski  (CT),  Vice  President;  Al  Krank  (CA),  Presi- 
dent; Charles  Hall  (IN),  Chaplain;  Mike  D’Arco,  (NM),  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms;  and  Fred  Heinle  (WI),  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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ECONOMIC  COMMISSION 


Frank  Kelly  (Georgia),  Chairman 
James  G.  Bourie  (District  of  Columbia),  Director 

A fundamental  responsibility  of  The  American  Legion,  the 
economic  wellbeing  of  all  veterans,  is  vested  in  the  National 
Economic  Commission  and  its  two  affiliated  committees, 
Employment  and  Veterans  Preference.  Economic  mandates 
emanating  from  either  the  National  Convention  or  National 
Executive  Committee  cover  a wide  variety  of  matters,  of  which 
employment  in  the  private  and  federal  sector,  and  of  the  hand- 
icapped, as  well  as  housing,  and  business  loans,  are  a few. 

The  new  Administration’s  mandate  for  change  will  have  a 
profound  impact  on  veterans  programs;  one  is  in  veterans  prefer- 
ence and  programs  within  the  federal  government.  In  a meeting 
with  the  Honorable  Donald  J.  Devine,  Director  of  the  United 
States  Office  of  Personnel  Management,  Economic  Director 
James  G.  Bourie  voiced  concern  over  the  vast  erosion  of  the 
Veterans  Preference  Act  of  1944  and  provisions  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice Reform  Act  of  1978  as  they  pertain  to  veterans.  Later,  Mr. 
Devine,  appearing  before  the  House  Veterans  Affairs  Committee, 
stated  that,  “.  . . President  Reagan  and  I are  fully  committed  to 
assuring  full  compliance  by  the  Executive  Branch  with  the  intent 
of  Congress  and  the  courts  concerning  veterans  ’ preference  . . .” 


This  significant  and  dynamic  departure  from  past  attitudes  and 


National  Economic  Commission  Chairman  Frank  A . Kelly,  of 
Savannah,  Ga.,  meets  with  Secretary  of  Labor  Raymond  Dono- 
van to  discuss  employment  matters  of  mutual  interest. 


policies,  sets  the  tone  for  future  dealings,  particularly  as  the  fed- 
eral government  begins  to  implement  plans  for  a reduction  in 
force.  Mr.  Devine’s  policies  also  extend  to  the  special  hiring 
programs  for  Vietnam  era  veterans  and  30  percent  disabled  vet- 
erans, programs  previously  under-utilized  by  federal  agencies. 

The  Economic  Commission  also  was  successful  in  convincing 
OPM  to  take  corrective  action  when  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  issued  instructions  on  methods  of  evading  veterans  pref- 
erence to  ensure  appointment  of  individuals  to  satisfy  requirement 
of  affirmative  action. 

In  October  of  1980,  President  Carter  signed  into  law  PL  96- 
466,  satisfying  many  Legion  economic  mandates  regarding  the 
Veterans  Employment  Service  and  the  Department  of  Labor.  That 
law,  in  part,  provides  for  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  for 
Veterans  Employment,  to  be  responsible  for  all  veterans  pro- 
grams in  the  Department  of  Labor;  provides  clerical  support  to 
each  of  the  State  Directors  of  Veterans  Employment,  and  trans- 
forms the  highly  successful  Disabled  Veterans  Outreach  Program 
from  an  administrative  program  to  a legally  mandated  program. 
Only  when  such  programs  as  the  Veterans  Employment  Service, 
Office  of  Veterans  Reemployment  Rights,  and  veterans  programs 
of  the  Office  of  Federal  Contract  Compliance  Programs  are 
realigned  under  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  Veterans  Employment 
will  he  be  able  to  fully  accomplish  the  task  of  promoting  veterans 
employment. 

In  the  past  few  years,  veterans  employment  and  training  em- 
phasis has  been  in  programs  under  the  Comprehensive  Employ- 
ment and  Training  Act  (CETA),  with  disappointingly  low  partici- 
pation; due,  in  large  measure,  to  the  eligibility  requirements 
which  preclude  most  veterans,  especially  Vietnam  era  veterans. 
The  Administration  now  intends  to  allow  the  states  the  responsi- 
bility of  deciding  how  to  utilize  funds,  based  on  state/local 
employment  training  needs. 

The  Small  Business  Administration  has  done  little  or  nothing 
under  “special  consideration’’  for  veterans  as  promulgated  in  the 
Small  Business  Act  of  1974.  In  response,  the  National  Economic 
Commission  reauthorized  a five-member  Special  Subcommittee 


Donald  Devine,  Director,  Office  of  Personnel  Management, 
meets  with  James  G.  Bourie,  American  Legion  Director  for 
Economics.  Bourie  fills  the  Economic  Director' s position  vacated 
by  the  retirement  of  Austin  Kerby. 
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on  Small  Business,  whose  initial  recommendation  was  for  a Le- 
gion program  of  awareness  and  involvement  with  the  SB  A,  sol- 
iciting the  support  of  all  departments  of  the  Legion  and  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary.  A result  was  Legion  sponsorship  of 
20  percent  of  all  1980  SB  A veterans  workshops;  more  than  any 
other  service  organization. 

As  home  interest  rates  rise,  so,  too,  do  veterans'  frustration 
levels,  as  each  increase  diminishes  their  chances  of  home  owner- 
ship. The  National  Economic  Commission  seeks  the  reinstate- 
ment of  the  Direct  Loan  Program,  which  was  eliminated  in  1980 
as  a so-called  budget  saving  move.  This  program  assisted  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  veterans  in  rural  areas  of  the  country  where 
lenders  are  often  unavailable. 

Under  the  National  Employment  Committee,  “Jobs  for  Vet- 
erans” continues  as  a priority  program.  In  1980,  106  National 
awards  were  presented  to  employers  for  the  employment  and 
retention  of  veterans.  At  the  63rd  Annual  National  Convention 
the  National  Commander  will  present  two  special  awards  to  two 
companies,  a large  and  a small,  as  an  outstanding  “Employer  of 
the  Year  for  Hiring  Veterans.” 


Two  other  awards  programs  are  promoted  with  designated 
weeks  set  aside  for  emphasis,  although  departments  may  apply 
for  and  present  these  employment  awards  at  any  time  during  the 


National  Commander  Michael  J.  Kogutek  meets  with  then 
Secretary  of  Labor  Ray  Marshall,  accompanied  by  Austin 
Kerby  (third  from  right)  who  retired  the  first  of  the  year  from 
his  position  as  Director  of  Economics,  and  James  Bourie 
(right),  a former  attorney  with  the  Department  of  Labor  who 
has  succeeded  Kerby  as  the  Legion’s  National  Economics 

Director. 


The  American  Legion  Employer  of  the  Year  Award  for  em- 
ployment of  veterans,  sponsored  by  the  National  Economics 
Division,  is  displayed  here  by  Mr.  David  J.  DeLeo,  manager. 
Babbitt  Division,  Reserve  Mining  Company,  who  is  flanked 
by  Austin  Kerby,  recently  retired  Director  of  Economics  and 
Conrad  J.  Erickson,  employment  chairman  of  The  American 
Legion  of  Minnesota. 


year.  One  of  our  legislative  efforts  before  the  Congress  is  to  have 
the  second  full  week  in  March  designated  by  the  President  each 
year  as  “National  Employ  the  Older  Worker  Week,  ” just  as  the 
first  full  week  in  October  is  observed  as  “National  Employ  the 
Handicapped  Week.”  The  Economic  Commission  also  presents 
flags  that  have  been  flown  over  the  Capitol  to  the  ten  federal  and 
five  Postal  Service  employees  annually  honored  as  outstanding 
handicapped  employees. 

The  Director  served  on  a committee  which  successfully  coor- 
dinated a mini-conference  on  aging  veterans  which  produced 
proposed  resolutions  to  be  brought  to  the  1981  White  House 
Conference  on  Aging  for  consideration.  It  is  important  that  dele- 
gates to  the  Conference  be  aware  of  the  distinctive  needs  of  aging 
veterans. 

Another  concern  of  the  Economic  Commission  is  “Catch-62,” 
a “no  win”  situation  for  veterans  employed  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. At  age  62,  civil  service  retirees  eligible  for  social  se- 
curity benefits  must  have  their  annuities  recomputed,  omitting  all 
credit  for  any  military  service  after  1956,  with  a loss  of  annuity  of 
between  3 and  54  percent.  The  Economic  Commission  has  pub- 
lished a brief  brochure  on  “Catch-62,”  urging  hearings  on  reme- 
dial legislation  introduced  in  both  houses  of  Congress. 

As  always,  the  economic  staff  stands  ready  to  advise  veterans 
with  employment  problems,  or  any  other  difficulties  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  National  Economic  Commission. 

FINANCE  COMMISSION 


Churchill  T.  Williams  (Iowa),  Chairman 
Webber  LaGrange  (Indiana),  National  Treasurer 
Paul  M.  Allen  (Minnesota),  Finance  Director 

The  primary  obligation  of  the  Finance  Commission  is  to 
prepare  a yearly  budget  for  submission  to  the  National  Ex- 
ecutive Comittee.  While  this  is  our  primary  responsibility, 
we  have  several  other  responsibilities  to  the  organization. 
Among  these;  review  four  times  annually  expenditures  of 
the  various  divisions  and  the  organzation  as  a whole; 
make  recommendations  to  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee concerning  appropriations;  and  make  recommenda- 
tions concerning  per  capita  tax.  The  Finance  Commission 
consists  of  seven  members,  with  the  National  Adjutant  as 
ex-officio  secretary  and  the  National  Commander  and  Na- 
tional Treasurer  as  ex-officio  members. 

Presently,  the  National  Organization  receives  from  your 
dues  $3.50  per  member,  which  is  allocated  as  follows: 
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$ .25  to  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

$1.50  to  The  American  Legion  Magazine 

$1.75  to  the  General  Fund 

The  $3.50  per  member  has  been  sufficient  since  our  last 
per  capita  increase  in  1975  to  carry  on  the  programs  of  The 
American  Legion,  but  the  budgetary  margin  of  safety  has 
been  slowly  disappearing  each  year  under  extremely  high 
inflationary  times.  Our  organization  is  experiencing  the 
ravages  of  inflation  just  as  you  are  at  home. 

We  had  a year  ending  1980  surplus  of  $600,000  largely 
due  to  higher  returns  on  investments.  Gross  sales  in  Em- 
blem were  much  greater  than  anticipated  and  Magazine  ad- 
vertisements reduced  Magazine  expenses  much  lower  than 
budgeted.  These  three  factors,  as  well  as  prudent  man- 
agement, have  enabled  us  to  delay  or  postpone  a dues  in- 
crease these  past  few  years.  We  will  continue  to  use  every 
available  method  to  curb  costs;  however,  in  all  likelihood, 
we  will  experience  a deficit  year  in  1981. 

We  could  cut  appropriations  to  the  various  programs  of 
The  American  Legion,  but  we  have  additional  obligations 
to  members.  As  members  ourselves,  we  know  why  this 
organization  was  founded — service  to  the  veteran,  their  de- 
pendents, their  orphans  and  widows.  Therefore,  not  want- 
ing to  curtail  service,  not  wanting  to  compromise  the  quali- 
ty of  our  programs  and  wanting  an  organization  which  any 
veteran  can  afford  to  join,  it  was  imperative  that  the 
Finance  Commission  recommend  to  the  National  Execu- 
tive Committee  in  May  a $2.00  per  capita  dues  increase 
which  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  vote  on  at  this  Na- 
tional Convention.  We  ask  for  your  support  to  keep  this 
organization  as  effective,  strong  and  viable  as  it  has  been 
for  the  past  63  years.  It’s  a small  price  to  pay  for  con- 
tinued excellence. 

A full  financial  statement  is  incorporated  in  the 
Auditor’s  Report,  and  in  addition,  your  attention  is  direc- 
ted to  the  reports  of  Committees  and  Trusts  which  are  the 
responsibility  of  this  Commission  and  can  be  found  else- 
where in  this  program. 

American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation,  Inc. 

American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation 

American  Legion  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Committee 

American  Legion  Emblem  Committee 

American  Legion  Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust. 

CONDENSED  REPORT  ON 
NATIONAL  EMBLEM  SALES  DIVISION 

Clayton  C.  Schlick  (Iowa),  Chairman 
Alfred  L.  Lankenau,  Jr.  (Indiana),  General  Manager 

The  American  Legion  emblem  is  the  exclusive  property 
of  the  National  Headquarters.  The  sale  of  the  emblem, 
emblem  pins,  merchandise  carrying  the  emblem  and  other 
items  of  organizational  equipment  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis.  The  following 
tables  show  gross  sales,  net  earnings,  etc.,  for  the  entire 


calendar  year  1980  and  for  the  first  three  months  of  1981. 

January  1 to  December  31,  1980 
(12  months) 


Gross  sales $4,020,770 

Cost  of  goods  sold 2,392,269 

Overhead 1,053,738 

Operating  profit  including  discounts  taken 526,685 


(Number  of  orders  processed  for  first  3 months  of  1980 
was  15,180.) 

January  1 to  March  31,  1981 
(3  months) 


Gross  sales $1,292,988 

Cost  of  goods  sold  790,979 

Overhead 271,224 

Operating  profit  including  discounts  taken 219,391 


(Number  of  orders  processed  for  first  3 months  of  1981 
was  16,779.) 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE 
AND  TRUST  COMMITTEE 

Harold  E.  Heinly  (California),  Chairman 
Gene  L.  Fattig  (Indiana),  Director 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan  now  in  its  23rd  year, 
was  officially  adopted  by  the  National  Executive  Committee  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  on  February  22,  1958.  The  Plan  is  one  of  the 
outstanding  “Fringe  Benefits”  offered  by  membership.  The  In- 
surance Committee  is  assigned  for  jurisdictional  purposes  to  the 
National  Finance  Commission,  and  reports  through  the  Commis- 
sion to  the  National  Executive  Committee.  The  Insurance  De- 
partment is  staffed  by  a National  Headquarters  employee  who 
serves  as  Director  of  the  Insurance  Office,  which  is  administered 
by  the  Youngberg-Carlson  Company,  Inc.,  housed  in  Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Your  Insurance  Committee  has  met  two  times  since  the  last 
report  and  is  pleased  to  again  announce  that  the  Plan  continues  to 
experience  growth.  This  is  due  in  part,  to  the  fact  that  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  has  recognized  a need  for  keeping  pace  with  the 
nation’s  economy.  Consequently,  the  committee  has  periodically 
sought  approval  from  the  National  Executive  Committee  to  in- 
crease the  maximum  number  of  units  for  which  members  could 
apply  under  the  Plan.  The  most  recent  action  in  that  respect  occur- 
red January  1,  1980,  when  the  maximum  number  of  available 
units  was  increased  from  six  (6)  to  eight  (8).  Legionnaires  who 
were  eligible  for  a maximum  of  $60,000  protection  before,  can 
now  apply  for  coverage  up  to  $80,000  in  the  Legion  Life  Insur- 
ance Plan. 

The  National  Executive  Committee  passed  a resolution  grant- 
ing a 20  percent  “across  the  board  increase"  in  all  death  benefits 
for  the  calendar  year  198 1 . This  is  the  12th  time,  in  the  23  year 
history  in  which  an  increase  of  this  nature  has  been  made.  Exam- 
ple: The  $80,000  policy  becomes  $96,000  and  a $10,000  benefit 
is  worth  $12,000.  The  astounding  fact  is  that  cost  per  unit  has 
never  increased.  It  remains  only  $24.00  a year. 
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This  is  a group  plan,  in  fact,  the  largest  (numerically  speaking) 
of  its  kind  in  the  country.  It  is  underwritten  by  the  Occidental  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  California.  The  coverage  is  arranged 
under  a group  policy  for  members  in  all  states  except  permanent 
residents  of  Florida,  Illinois,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Texas  and  Wisconsin,  who  are  insured  under  individual  policies. 
The  United  States  Life  Insurance  Company  in  the  City  of  New 
York  insures  permanent  residents  of  New  York  State  and  Puerto 
Rico. 

The  Insurance  Plan  is  a polished  tool,  designed  to  attract  the 
Vietnam  aged  war  veterans,  as  well  as  help  to  retain  members. 
Membership  workers  should  not  overlook  this  “fringe  benefit 
program”  when  working  to  increase  their  post’s  membership. 

Premiums  and/or  contributions  paid  for  1980  coverage 
amounted  to  $5,459,932.  Contributions  have  continued  to  grow 
throughout  the  years.  After  the  close  of  each  calendar  year  and 
after  all  claims  and  administrative  expenses  have  been  paid  in  the 
Group  States,  the  unused  premiums  are  placed  in  The  American 
Legion  Life  Insurance  Trust.  There  is  in  excess  of  $4  million  in 
this  Trust  Fund. 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Trust  has  for  some  years 
helped  support  the  National  Oratorical  Contests  and  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Baseball  Program.  The  expenditures  for  1981  include 
$300, 1 50  for  the  Baseball  Program  and  the  Awards  for  Oratorical 
Contests  are  as  follows:  $16,000  for  1st  Place;  $10,000  for  2nd 
Place;  $6,000  for  3rd  Place;  and  $4,000  for  4th  Place.  In  addition 
each  of  our  58  Department  winners  attending  the  regional  contest 
receives  a $500.00  scholarship  award  to  each  of  the  twelve  con- 
testant winners  at  the  Sectional  contest.  Fifteen  thousand  dollars 
go  to  the  Junior  Uniformed  Groups  at  the  National  Convention 
and  $100,000  for  the  Boys’  Nation  Program.  Without  question, 
these  programs,  do  much  to  help  shape  tomorrow’s  leaders. 

Over  the  past  23  years  more  than  21,000  death  claims  have 
been  paid,  totaling  over  $36  million  in  benefits.  During  1981, 

1 ,198,504  Legionnaires  who  have  been  members  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  from  1 to  15  years  received  a three  flight  mailing 
alerting  them  to  the  fringe  benefit  of  membership  and  given  an 
application  to  file  if  desired.  In  addition,  over  57,000  Legion- 
naires enrolled  in  the  Insurance  Plan  received  a computer  letter 


AMERICAN  LEGION  UFE  INSURANCE  PREMIUM  GROWTH  1958  mu  1980 


reminding  them  that  the  Plan  provides  additional  units,  and 
should  they  wish  to  increase  their  present  coverage,  just  execute 
the  application  provided.  Also  approximately  200,000  new 
members  will  be  informed  of  this  program.  During  calendar  year 
1981 , approximately  $258,000  will  have  been  spent  for  advertis- 
ing in  The  American  Legion  Magazine. 

Each  year,  on  or  about  Oct.  15,  all  insured  Legionnaires  are 
requested  to  report  their  next  year’s  membership  card  number 
when  tendering  remittance  to  cover  the  annual  premium  due  for 
the  next  calendar  year. 

Remember,  your  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan  always 
pays  in  addition  to  any  other  life  insurance  benefits;  it  is  not 
intended  in  any  way  to  replace  any  existing  coverage  you  may 
have.  It  simply  makes  possible  thousands  of  dollars  of  extra  se- 
curity at  incredibly  low  cost. 

For  further  information  write  to  The  American  Legion  Life 
Insurance  Plan,  222  North  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois 
60601,  Attention:  Gene  L.  Fattig,  Director. 

NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  COMMISSION 


Keith  A.  Kreul  (Wisconsin),  Chairman 
Mylio  S.  Kraja  (Ohio),  Director 

The  primary  mission  of  the  National  Legislative  Commission  is 
to  promote  the  legislative  mandates  of  The  American  Legion 
before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  legislative  program 
followed  by  the  Commission  is  dictated  by  resolutions  adopted  at 

AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE  PAIO  CLAIMS  1958-MARCH  31,1981 
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either  a National  Convention  or  meetings  of  the  National  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

The  Legislative  Commission  does  not  set  policy  for  The 
American  Legion.  The  Commission,  through  its  Washington,  D. 
C.  legislative  staff,  concentrates  its  efforts  on  carrying  out  Legion 
objectives.  The  National  Legislative  News  Bulletin  and  other 
Legion  publications  help  to  keep  the  members  of  The  American 
Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  abreast  of  Congres- 
sional activity  affecting  the  veteran  and  his  family. 

During  the  second  session  of  the  96th  Congress  The  American 
Legion  submitted  or  delivered  testimony  on  39  topics.  A large 
portion  of  this  testimony  was  directly  related  to  veterans  benefits 
and  services. 

An  important  measure  which  became  P.L.  96-330,  was  ini- 
tially vetoed  by  President  Carter  one  day  after  he  pledged  support 
for  improved  health  care  in  the  VA  hospital  system  at  the  Legion ’s 
National  Convention.  Commander  Kogutek,  working  with  the 
Legislative  Commission,  devised  a strategy  to  override  the  Presi- 
dential veto.  This  bill  became  law  on  August  26,  1981,  providing 
improved  VA  physician  salaries  and  extablishing  a VA  health 
care  personnel  scholarship  program  designed  to  aid  in  recruiting 
and  retaining  qualified  health  care  personnel. 

The  “Veterans  Disability  Compensation  and  Housing  Benefits 
Amendment  Act  of  1981”  provided  a much-needed  cost-of- 
living  increase  for  more  than  two  million  disabled  veterans  and 
their  dependents.  This  bill  also  increased  the  maximum  home 
loan  guaranty  entitlement  as  well  as  VA  housing  grants. 

The  Veterans  Education  and  Employment-Modernization 
Program,  (P.L.  96-466)  provided  a cost-of-living  increase  for 
veterans  pursuing  GI  Bill  training  and  vocational  rehabilitation. 
Under  the  new  legislation  the  VA  rehabilitation  program  was 
restructured  with  provisions  to  strengthen  veterans  ’ employment 
services. 

In  the  area  of  Foreign  Relations  the  enactment  of  intelligence 
oversight  legislation  (P.L.  96-450)  was  felt  to  be  long  overdue  by 
The  American  Legion.  This  measure  reduces  Congressional 
oversight  of  the  CIA  from  eight  committees  to  the  two  Intelli- 
gence Committees  and  thereby  reduces  the  risk  of  leaks  of  the 
nation’s  most  sensitive  secrets. 


National  Security  enjoyed  several  gains  in  the  areas  of  military 


National  Commander  Michael  J.  Kogutek  presents  The  American 
Legion’ s National  Legislative  Award  toMackG.  Flemming,  chief 
counsel  to  the  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs, 
during  the  1981  Washington  Conference. 


benefits  and  defense  authorizations.  The  DoD  Authorization  Act 
(P.L.  96-342)  and  Military  Manpower  Management  Act  (P.L. 
96-343)  were  specifically  designed  to  boost  military  personnel 
pay  and  benefits  and  are  felt  to  be  vital  to  our  nation’s  security  by 
The  American  Legion.  These  measures  provide  an  1 1 .7  percent 
pay  increase  for  all  military  personnel  effective  October  1 , 1 980, 
which  was  meant  to  serve  as  an  aid  for  recruitment.  They  also 
contain  provisions  focused  largely  on  retention  of  military 
careerists,  improving  benefits  for  both  officers  and  enlisted  per- 
sonnel . 

Several  issues  in  Americanism  were  addressed  by  the  96th 
Congress.  Many  years  of  work  by  The  American  Legion  finally 
paid  off  with  the  enactment  of  National  Patriotism  Week  (P.L. 
96-421)  which  designated  the  week  beginning  with  the  third 
Monday  in  February  of  1981  as  “National  Patriotism  Week.” 
Our  efforts  were  again  rewarded  with  the  passage  of  P.  L.  96-485, 
marking  that  week  in  November  which  includes  Thanksgiving 
Day  as  “National  Family  Week.” 

A bill  recently  enacted  by  the  97th  Congress  reflects  the 
exhaustive  efforts  and  increasing  dedication  of  The  American 
Legion  to  the  Vietnam  Era  veterans  of  our  nation.  President 
Reagan  signed  P.L.  97-9  into  law  on  April  14,  1981 , designating 
April  26  as  Vietnam  Veterans  Recognition  Day.  The  American 
Legion  sponsored  a ceremony  in  conjunction  with  the  Vietnam 
Veterans  Memorial  Fund  at  Constitution  Gardens  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  to  pay  a long  overdue  tribute  to  those  veterans  who  served 
in  Vietnam. 


Commander  Kogutek  welcomes  Senator  Alan  Simpson,  Chair- 
man of  the  Senate  Veterans'  Affairs  Committee  and  Senator  Strom 
Thurmond,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  to  the 
Congressional  reciption  given  by  the  National  Legislative  Com- 
mission during  the  1981  Washington  Conference. 


A highlight  of  the  Legislative  Commission' s hill  day  rally  held 
during  the  Washington  Conference  was  the  presentation  by 
Commander  Kogutek  of  The  Distinguished  Public  Service  Award. 
Congressman  Jack  Kemp  was  the  recepient  of  this  award,  given 
in  recognition  of  his  “ spirited  leadership .” 
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AFFILIATED  ORGANIZATIONS 

The  major  affiliated  organization  of  The  American  Legion  is 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  nearly  a million  members  strong, 
which  was  authorized  by  action  of  the  Legion’s  First  Annual 
National  Convention  in  Minneapolis,  Minn,  in  1919. 

It  is  the  firm  opinion  of  The  American  Legion  that  no  more 
loyal,  cooperative  and  supportive  Auxiliary  is  to  be  found  any- 
where in  the  spectrum  of  service,  or  any  other  type  of  organiza- 
tion, than  that  exemplified  by  the  relationship  between  the  Legion 
and  its  Auxiliary. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  made  up  of  wives,  mothers, 
sisters,  daughters  and  granddaughters  of  American  veterans  of 
honorable  service  in  World  War  I,  World  War  II,  Korea  and 
Vietnam,  and  who  are  eligible  for  membership  in  The  American 
Legion. 

The  philosophy,  principles  and  policies  of  The  American  Le- 
gion and  Auxiliary  are  parallel,  and  each  is  dedicated  to  service  to 
God  and  country.  Individual  programs  initiated  by  one  or  the 
other  of  the  two  organizations  may  differ  from  time  to  time,  but 
the  ultimate  objective  always  is  the  same — SERVICE. 

The  Auxiliary  is  always  there  with  its  whole-hearted  support 
whenever  the  Legion  launches  on  a new,  or  special  project.  One 
such  event  during  the  present  Legion-Auxiliary  year  has  been  the 
drive  for  funds  from  the  private  sector  to  help  finance  the  Vietnam 
Veterans  Memorial  to  be  constructed  in  the  nation’s  capital,  near 
the  Lincoln  Memorial. 

Action  of  the  1980  National  Convention  authorized  support  of 
the  project.  The  Auxiliary’s  national  president  joined  in  the 
March  16  program  in  Arlington  National  Cemetery  when  The 
American  Legion’s  Distinguished  Service  Medal  was  presented 
to  Arlington  National  Cemetery  before  the  Tomb  of  the  Un- 
knowns, to  be  displayed  permanently  in  a place  of  honor  in  mem- 
ory of  the  dead  and  missing  in  action  from  the  Vietnam  War. 

The  Legion-Auxiliary  Vietnam  Memorial  fund-raising  pro- 
gram, to  honor  all  who  served  during  the  period  of  warfare, 
actually  was  launched  over  the  Memorial  Day  weekend  with  the 
cooperative  effort  of  Indianapolis  500-mile  race  driver  Tom 
Sneva,  and  his  car  owners,  George  Bignotti  and  Dan  Cotter,  who 
helped  bring  nation-wide  attention  to  the  program  by  dedicating 
the  race-day  performance  of  their  car  to  the  drive. 

The  National  President  accompanied  the  National  Commander 
to  the  Speedway’s  “Gasoline  Alley”  the  week  before  Sneva 
qualified  his  car  for  the  Memorial  Day  classic  with  the  fastest  time 
in  the  starting  field. 

Legislative  efforts  by  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  on  behalf 
of  programs  which  The  American  Legion  believes  are  needed  by 


America’s  veteran  population  are  aggressive  and  effective,  just  as 
is  their  work  in  the  Veterans  Administration  Volunteer  Service 
program  in  VA  hospitals  to  which  they  devote  countless  hours  of 
time  each  year. 

This  program  also  is  a part  of  the  Auxiliary’s  Memorial  Day 
Poppy  program,  which  serves  both  the  hospitalized  veteran  and 
others.  The  poppies  are  made  by  hospitalized  veterans,  providing 
a therapeutic  rehabilitation  project.  In  addition,  they  are  paid  for 
their  efforts,  which  also  helps  take  care  of  some  of  their  personal 
needs  while  they  are  hospitalized. 

Proceeds  from  the  poppy  program  are  plowed  back  into  the 
Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  work  of  the  Legion  and  Aux- 
iliary and  to  the  Children  & Youth  programs  of  the  organizations. 

This  year’s  National  President  of  the  Auxiliary  is  Mrs.  Lyle 
(Dora)  Seymour  of  Bird  City,  Kansas,  who  also  had  served  two 
terms  as  mayor  of  her  home  community  prior  to  her  election  as 
National  Vice  President,  then  National  President  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary.  Elected  at  the  Auxiliary’s  Boston  National 
Convention  in  1980,  she  will  serve  to,  and  preside  over  the  1981 
National  Convention  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  where  her  successor 
will  be  named. 

The  Eight  and  Forty  is  an  affiliate  of  the  Auxiliary,  making  it  an 
affiliate  of  The  American  Legion.  The  principal  emphasis  of  the 
Eight  and  Forty  for  programming  is  directed  to  the  problems  of 
youth  and  specifically  to  the  area  of  assistance  to  those  suffering 
lung  and  respiratory  disease.  A number  of  nursing  scholarships 
are  provided  each  year  to  individuals  in  the  nursing  profession 
who  wish  to  enhance  their  knowledge  and  skills  in  this  area  of 
health  care.  The  Eight  and  Forty  also  contributes  to  The  American 
Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation  which  uses  the  funds  for  grants 
in  aid  to  organizations  conducting  research  and  disseminating 
information  on  respiratory  diseases. 


Auxiliary  National  President  Mrs.  Lyle  (Dora)  Seymour  visits 
the  spring  meeting  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  at 
Legion  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis  to  make  Auxiliary  mon- 
etary contributions  to  the  ongoing  programs  of  the  Legion. 
National  President  Dora  presented  three  checks  to  National 
Commander  Kogutek  totaling  $50,000.  One  check  for  $20,000 
was  earmarked  for  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  work. 
Another  $20,000  was  dedicated  to  Children  & Youth  work, 
and  $10,000  was  given  to  Child  Welfare  Foundation. 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


Balance  Sheet 


December  31 


1980 

1979 

ASSETS 

CURRENT  FUND: 

Cash 

$ 571,519 

Accounts  Receivable: 

Emblem  Division 

79,312 

84,548 

Publications  Division 

271,763 

212,868 

Other 

69,781 

35,055 

Accrued  interest  on  investments — note  2 

346,446 

Inventories: 

Emblem  Division 

850,967 

640,557 

Publications  Division 

862,896 

859,045 

Prepaid  expenses  and  supplies 

153,512 

170,402 

Postal  deposits  and  other  advances  

158,989 

153,075 

3,064,669 

2,727,069 

Investments — notes  2 and  3: 

Segregated  for  Designated  Funds 

5,752,547 

5,388,601 

Segregated  for  Washington,  D.C.  building 

433,498 

418,545 

Other 

8,519,139 

8,557,060 

14,705,184 

14,364,206 

Property  and  equipment: 

Washington,  D.C.  real  estate: 

Land 

80,000 

80,000 

Building  

765,117 

765,117 

Furniture,  fixtures,  and  equipment  in: 

National  Headquarters  building. 

Indianapolis,  Indiana  

928,221 

787,050 

Washington,  D.C.  building 

279,737 

253,187 

2,053,075 

1,885,354 

Deduct:  Accumulated  depreciation  

1,114,588 

1,051,939 

938,487 

833,415 

18,708,340 

17,924,690 

NONEXPENDABLE  FUNDS— note  6: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund: 

Uninvested  cash 

9,117 

6,639 

Accrued  interest  on  investments  

6,377 

Investments 

417,007 

394,401 

432,501 

401,040 

Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Fund: 

Uninvested  cash 

1,358 

7,680 

Accrued  interest  on  investments  

22,044 

Investments 

1,599,826 

1,167,158 

1,623,228 

1,174,838 

$20,764,069 

$19,500,568 

See  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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December  31 


LIABILITIES  AND  FUNDS 

CURRENT  FUND: 

Liabilities: 

Accounts  payable 

Deposits  on  Emblem  merchandise  sales  

Funds  in  transit  to  The  American  Legion 

Life  Insurance  Tmst 

Deferred  dues  income  

Provision  for  health  insurance  liability  

Other  liabilities 

Total  liabilities 

Fund  balance — notes  4 and  . . : 

Restricted  funds: 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Fund 

Children  and  Youth  Fund  

Freedom  Bell  Fund  

Other  restricted  funds 

Designated  funds: 

The  Restricted  Fund — note  3 

The  Reserve  Fund — note  3 

Appropriated  funds 

Unappropriated 

Total  fund  balance 


1980 


1979 


$ 669,772 

128,718 

259,096 

7,291,849 

25,000 

23,502 

8,397,937 


602,853 

65,126 

144,448 

84,741 

3,613,462 

2,139,085 

6,649,715 

1,477,474 

2,183,214 

10,310,403 


$ 597,675 

116,089 

636,754 

7,155,089 

22,822 

8,528,429 

801,791 

77,973 

155,400 

96,081 

3,253,376 

2,135,225 

6,519,846 

1,648,701 

1,227,714 

9,396,261 


NONEXPENDABLE  FUNDS— note  6: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund: 
Fund  balance  


18,708,340 

432,501 

432,501 


17,924.690 


401,040 


401.040 


Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Fund: 
Fund  balance  


1,623,228 


1,174.838 


$20,764,069 


$19,500,568 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


Statement  of  Revenue,  Expenses  and  Changes  in  Fund  Balances 

Current  Fund 


Year  Ended 


REVENUE: 

National  dues  

Sales  of  Emblem  items 

Advertising  revenue  

Investment  income 

American  Legion  Endowment  Fund 

Corporation  income  received 

Amounts  withdrawn  from  The  American  Legion 

Life  Insurance  Trust — note  7 

Restricted  contributions  

Other  income  


EXPENSES: 

Salaries 

Employee  benefits  

Cost  of  Emblem  items  sold  . 
Direct  publication  expenses  . 
Executive  and  staff  travel  . . . 
Commission  and  committee  . 

Operational 

Office  

Occupancy  

Special  projects  and  programs 


EXCESS  OF  REVENUE  OVER  EXPENSES  BEFORE  CUMULATIVE 
EFFECT  OF  A CHANGE  IN  ACCOUNTING  PRINCIPLE 

CUMULATIVE  EFFECT  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1979  OF  A 

CHANGE  IN  ACCOUNTING  PRINCIPLE^note  2 


Appropriated 

Unappropriated  Funds 

$ 8,580,218 
4,009,883 
2,618,876 
1,169,464 


504,281 

525,569 

17,408,291 


3,421,443 

747,739 

2,440,347 

5,585,272 

499,577 

800,432 

1,227,450 

820,101 

703,771 

629,124 

16,875,256 


533,035 

251,238 


EXCESS  OF  REVENUE  OVER  EXPENSES 


784,273 


FUND  BALANCES,  BEGINNING  OF  YEAR 
INTERFUND  TRANSFERS— note  5 


1,227,714  $ 1,648,701 

171,227  ( 171,227) 


FUND  BALANCES,  END  OF  YEAR 


$ 2,183,214  $ 1,477,474 


PRO  FORMA  AMOUNTS — assuming  the  new  method 
of  recording  interest  income  was  applied 
retroactively — excess  of  revenue  over  expenses 


See  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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Exhibit  B 
Sheet  1 


December  31 


1980 

1979 

Designated  and 

Total 

Total 

Restricted 

Current 

Current 

Funds 

Fund 

Fund 

$ 659,672 

$ 9,239,890 

$ 9,211,840 

4,009,883 

3,405,287 

2,618,876 

2,257,923 

298,954 

1,468,418 

1,028,007 

593,711 

593,711 

525,000 

44,000 

548,281 

331,419 

50,290 

50,290 

49,663 

525,569 

517,381 

1,646,627 

19,054,918 

17,326,520 

921,351 

4,342,794 

4,017,830 

276,540 

1,024,279 

1,032,044 

2,440,347 

2,078,487 

5,585,272 

4,936,760 

57,188 

556,765 

389,508 

28,489 

828,921 

715,645 

85,467 

1,312,917 

1,037,426 

63,703 

883,804 

914,214 

703,771 

580,084 

156,397 

785,521 

661,618 

1,589,135 

18,464,391 

16,363,616 

57,492 

590,527 

962,904 

72,377 

323,615 

129,869 

914,142 

962,904 

6,519,846 

9,396,261 

8,433,357 

$6,649,715 

$10,310,403 

$ 9,396,261 

(Exhibit  B 
Sheet  2) 


$ 590,527 


$ 1,068.481 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


Statement  of  Revenue,  Expenses  and  Changes  in  Fund  Balances 
Designated  and  Restricted  Funds 
Year  Ended  December  31,  1980 


Designated  Funds 


REVENUE: 

National  dues  

Investment  income 

American  Legion  Endowment  Fund 

Corporation  income  received 

Funds  received  for  oratorical 

contest  prizes — note  7 

Restricted  contributions  

EXPENSES: 

Salaries 

Employee  benefits  

Staff  travel  

Commission  and  committee 

Operational 

Office  

Special  projects  and  programs 

EXCESS  (DEFICIENCY)  OF  REVENUE  OVER  EXPENSES 
BEFORE  CUMULATIVE  EFFECT  OF  A CHANGE  IN 
ACCOUNTING  PRINCIPLE 

CUMULATIVE  EFFECT  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1979  OF  A 
CHANGE  IN  ACCOUNTING  PRINCIPLE— note  2 .... 

EXCESS  (DEFICIENCY)  OF  REVENUE  OVER  EXPENSES 

FUND  BALANCES,  BEGINNING  OF  YEAR 

FUND  BALANCES,  END  OF  YEAR  


Restricted 

Fund 

$ 287,709 


Reserve 

Fund 

$ 3,860 


287,709  3,860 


287,709 

3,860 

72,377 

360,086 

3,860 

3,253,376 

2,135,225 

$3,613,462 

$2,139,085 

See  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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Exhibit  B 
Sheet  2 


Restricted  Funds 


Veterans 

Children 

Total 

Affairs  and 

And 

Freedom 

Other 

Designated 

Rehabilitation 

Youth 

Bell 

Restricted 

And  Restricted 

Fund 

Fund 

Fund 

Funds 

Funds 

$ 659,672 

$ 659,672 

$ 7,385 

298,954 

415,598 

$ 178,113 

593,711 

44,000 

44,000 

20,010 

22,250 

8,030 

50,290 

1,095,280 

200,363 

59,415 

1,646,627 

836,037 

85,314 

921,351 

250,923 

25,617 

276,540 

51,168 

6,020 

57,188 

28,489 

28,489 

30,003 

55,464 

85,467 

51,397 

12,306 

63,703 

74,690 

$ 10,952 

70,755 

156,397 

1,294,218 

213,210 

10,952 

70,755 

1,589,135 

( 198,938) 

( 12,847) 

( 10,952) 

(11,340) 

57,492 

72,377 


( 198,938) 

( 12,847) 

( 10,952) 

(11,340) 

129,869 

801,791 

77,973 

155,400 

96,081 

6,519,846 

$ 602,853 

$ 65,126 

$ 144,448 

$ 84,741 

$6,649,715 

(Exhibit  B 
Sheet  1) 

125 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

Notes  to  Financial  Statements 


NOTE  1— SUMMARY  OF  SIGNIFICANT  ACCOUNTING  POLICIES: 

General:  The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  (the  Legion)  is  a national  veterans  organization  which  was  declared  to  be  a corporate  body  by  an  Act  of 
Congress  on  September  16,  1919.  The  Legion  acquired  all  of  the  assets  and  assumed  all  of  the  liabilities  of  the  predecessor  unincorporated  national  organization  of  the 
same  name. 

Basis  of  Presentation : The  Legion  generally  reports  for  financial  statement  purposes  on  the  accrual  method  of  accounting , recognizing  income  when  earned  and 
expenses  when  incurred. 

The  Legion  maintains  its  accounts  on  a fund  accounting  basis  wherein  the  accountability  for  certain  segments  of  its  operations  are  presented  in  specific  designated 
and  restricted  fund  balances.  Further,  the  Legion  has  designated  certain  amounts  for  future  projects  or  purposes,  which  amounts  are  presented  as  appropriated  funds  in 
the  accompanying  financial  statements. 

The  revenue  and  expenses  of  nonexpendable  funds  are  not  included  in  the  Statement  of  Revenue,  Expenses,  and  Changes  in  Fund  Balances — Current  Fund,  but, 
rather,  are  recorded  directly  to  the  nonexpendable  funds  involved  as  set  forth  in  the  footnotes  to  the  financial  statements. 

Accounts  Receivable:  The  direct  charge-off  method  is  used  to  account  for  losses  in  collection  of  accounts  receivable.  An  allowance  for  uncollectible  accounts 
receivable  is  considered  unnecessary  by  the  Legion  because  all  significant  accounts  expected  to  be  uncollectible  have  been  written  off.  Bad  debts  expense  consists  of 
accounts  written  off,  net  of  recoveries. 

Inventories:  Inventories,  which  consist  of  Emblem  items  held  for  sale  and  magazine  paper  and  publication  rights,  are  valued  at  the  lower  of  cost  or  market. 
Supplies  which  are  not  intended  for  sale  are  expensed  when  purchased. 

Investments:  Investments  are  recorded  at  cost  with  any  premiums  or  discounts  on  U.  S.  Government  obligations  recognized  at  the  time  of  disposal  or  maturity  of 
the  investment  involved. 

Property  and  Equipment:  Furniture,  fixtures  and  equipment  are  carried  at  cost  and  depreciated  beginning  in  the  year  after  they  are  acquired  on  the  straight-line 
method  based  on  the  estimated  useful  lives  of  the  assets  involved.  Leasehold  improvements  and  repairs  are  expensed  when  incurred. 

Depreciation  on  the  Washington,  D.  C.  building,  which  was  constructed  in  1951 , is  computed  on  the  straight-line  method  using  a fifty-year  life.  Beginning  in  1969, 
investments  approximately  equal  to  the  accumulated  depreciation  on  the  building  have  been  segregated.  Income  on  these  investments  is  unrestricted. 

Income:  Dues  are  recognized  as  income  in  the  applicable  membership  period  which  is  on  a calendar-year  basis. 

Pension  Plan:  The  Legion  has  a defined-benefit  pension  plan  covering  substantially  all  of  its  employees,  as  well  as  those  of  certain  affiliated  and  subordinated 
groups.  The  plan  was  established  in  1944  by  vote  of  the  Legion's  National  Convention.  Contributions  to  the  plan  are  made  by  the  Legion  and  other  participating  groups 
on  the  basis  of  annual  actuarial  valuations.  The  annual  cost,  as  determined  by  the  actuary,  is  computed  using  the  aggregate-cost  method  and  includes  in  normal  cost  any 
past  service  costs. 

Federal  Income  Tax:  The  Legion  is  exempt  from  federal  income  tax  (except  on  unrelated  business  income)  under  Section  501  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code. 

NOTE  2— CHANGE  IN  ACCOUNTING  METHOD: 

Effective  January  1 , 1 980,  the  Legion  changed  its  method  of  recording  interest  income  to  the  accrual  method.  Previously,  the  Legion  had  recorded  interest  income 
when  received.  The  new  method  more  accurately  measures  the  results  of  operations  for  the  year.  The  effect  of  the  change  was  to  increase  the  excess  of  revenue  over 
expenses  in  1980  by  $420,102. 

NOTE  3— INVESTMENTS  (CURRENT  FUND): 

The  cost  and  market  value  of  Current  Fund  investments  are  as  follows: 


December  31 


1980 

1979 

Cost 

Market 

Value 

Cost 

Market 

Value 

Segregated  for  Designated  Funds: 

U.  S.  Government  obligations 

Accrued  interest — restricted 

Uninvested  cash  

$ 5,665,470 
73,656 
13,421 

$ 5,205,416 
73,656 
13,421 

$ 5,383,279 
5,322 

$ 5,078,427 
5,322 

5,752,547 

5,292,493 

5,388,601 

5,083,749 

Segregated  for  Washington,  D.  C. 
building: 

U.  S.  Government  obligations 

433,498 

358,245 

418,545 

374,820 

Other: 

U.  S.  Government  obligations 

Certificates  of  deposit 

Commercial  paper 

6,473,581 

1,100,000 

945,558 

6,044,693 

1,100,000 

1,000,000 

6,557,060 

1,400,000 

600,000 

6,375,515 

1,400,000 

600,000 

8,519,139 

8,144,693 

8,557,060 

8,375,515 

Total  investments  

$14,705,184 

$13,795,431 

$14,364,206 

$13,834,084 

NOTE  4— RESTRICTED  AND  DESIGNATED  FUNDS: 

Receipts  which  are  restricted  by  the  donor  are  credited  to  the  appropriate  restricted  fund,  against  which  all  expenditures  for  the  related  project  or  program  are 
charged.  Periodically,  the  Legion  may  add  to  restricted  funds  through  allocations  from  unappropriated  funds  for  specific  future  purposes  and  projects. 

The  Restricted  Fund,  a designated  fund,  is  restricted  as  to  use  by  action  of  the  National  Finance  Commission  and  National  Executive  Committee.  Earnings  of  the 

Fund,  as  well  as  principal,  can  be  expended  only  on  the  recommendation  of  the  National  Finance  Commission  and  a two-thirds  affirmative  vote  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee  at  two  successive  meetings. 

The  Reserve  Fund,  a designated  fund,  also  is  restricted  as  to  use  by  action  of  the  National  Finance  Commission  and  National  Executive  Committee.  Earnings  of  the 
Fund  may  be  used  for  the  general  operations  of  the  Legion,  but  the  principal  can  be  expended  only: 

(a)  By  action  of  the  Legion  at  its  national  convention,  or 

(b)  By  two-thirds  affirmative  vote  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  in  two  successive  meetings  not  less  than  sixty  days  apart. 
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NOTE  5— INTERFUND  TRANSFERS  AND  APPROPRIATED  FUNDS: 

During  the  year  ended  December  31,  1980,  interfund  transfers  between  unappropriated  and  appropriated  funds  were  as  follows: 

Appropriated  Funds 


Interfund  Transfers  (to) 
From  Unappropriated  Fund 

Balance 

For 

In 

Balance 

December  31, 

Intended 

Fulfillment 

December  31, 

1979 

Purpose 

Of  Purpose 

1980 

Publications  Reserve 

$ 402,756 

$(  4,817) 

$ 397,939 

Real  Estate  Reserve  

841,977 

841,977 

Convention  Reserve  

Employee  Insurance  Premium 

100,000 

100,000 

Stabilization  Reserve  

105,968 

( 7,806) 

98,162 

Indianapolis  Telephone 

System  Reserve 

Washington  Renovation 

148,000 

(148, OCX)) 

Reserve  

50,000 

( 10,604) 

39,396 

Total 

$1,648,701 

$ 

$(171,227) 

$1,477,474 

NOTE  6— NONEXPENDABLE  FUNDS: 

The  earnings  of  the  Overseas  Grave  Decoration  Fund  are  being  used  to  honor,  preserve  and  decorate  the  graves  of  those  who  served  in  the  United  States  armed 
forces  who  are  buried  overseas.  The  Fund  is  to  continue  at  the  will  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  Legion  or  the  National  Executive  Committee.  The  Fund's  trust 
agreement  may  be  amended,  changed  or  succeeded  at  the  will  of  the  National  Executive  Committee,  provided  that  the  purpose  for  which  the  Fund  was  created  is 
retained. 

In  October,  1 974,  the  National  Executive  Committee  approved  the  establishment  of  a life  membership  plan  available  to  any  member  of  a participating  department. 
In  accordance  with  the  plan,  the  assets  of  the  Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Fund  are  segregated  in  a trust  account  from  which  funds  equal  to  the  annual  dues  of  life 
members  are  withdrawn  for  current  operations  each  year.  The  trust  agreement  provides  that  the  Legion  has  the  right  to  withdraw  part  or  all  of  the  assets  of  the  trust 
account  and  to  modify  or  terminate  the  trust  agreement  at  its  discretion. 

Changes  in  Nonexpendable  Funds  during  the  year  ended  December  31,  1980  are  as  follows: 


Overseas  Grave  Paid-Up-For-Life 

Decoration  Fund  Membership  Fund 


Revenue: 

Paid-Up-For-Life  membership  dues  collected 

Investment  income  $ 32,220 

32,220 

Expenses: 

Membership  dues  withdrawn 

Decoration  of  graves: 


European  Theatre  6,519 

Phillipine  Islands 500 


Administrative  expense 

Trust  fees 

7,019 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenses  before 
cumulative  effect  of  change  in 


accounting  principle 25,201 

Cumulative  effect  to  December  31,  1979  of 

a change  in  accounting  principle — note  2 6,260 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenses 31,461 

Fund  balances,  January  1,  1980  401,040 

Fund  balances,  December  31,  1980  $ 432.501 


The  cost  and  market  value  of  investments  in  the  Nonexpendable  Funds  is  as  follows: 

December  31 

1980 


$ 448,442 

154,959 

603,401 


129.640 


21,096 

15,291 


166,027 


437,374 

11.016 

448.390 

1,174.838 

SI, 623. 228 


1979 


Market  Market 


Cost 

Value 

Cost 

Value 

Overseas  Grave  Decoration  Fund: 

U.S.  Government  obligations 

$ 417,007 

$ 361,749 

$ 394.401 

$ 

356.574 

Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Fund: 

U.S.  Government  obligations 

Commercial  paper 

Common  stocks 

$ 884,752 

609,000 
106,074 

$ 837,412 
609,000 
117,725 

$ 420,223 
653.000 
93,935 

$ 

400.343 

653.000 

92,337 

Total  investments  

$1,599,826 

$1,564,137 

$1,167,158 

$1 

.145.680 
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NOTE  7— LIFE  INSURANCE  TRUST: 

In  connection  with  The  American  Legion’s  Life  Insurance  Plan,  the  Legion  has  created  a Trust  to  which  the  First  National  Bank  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  as 
Trustee,  holds  legal  title.  The  accumulated  earnings  of  the  Trust  funds  and  any  experience  rating  refunds  and  dividends  received  from  the  insurors,  which  aggregate  to 
approximately  $4,255,000  as  of  December  31,  1980,  are  available  for  any  of  the  following  purposes,  if  approved  by  the  Legion: 

(a)  To  increase  the  Trust  fund. 

(b)  To  reduce  or  pay  in  full  the  life  insurance  premiums  thereafter  due  from  participants. 

(c)  To  provide  additional  life  insurance  benefits  for  the  participants. 

(d)  To  make  refunds  to  the  participants. 

(e)  To  make  distributions  to  the  Legion  in  support  of  its  activities  and  programs  serving  the  interest  of  the  Legion  and  its  members,  provided  that  such  distributions 
are  not  disapproved  in  writing  by  a majority  of  the  participants. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  item  (e)  above,  the  Legion’s  National  Executive  Committee  has  approved  partial  funding  of  the  oratorical  contest.  Boy’s 
Nation,  American  Legion  Baseball  and  other  programs  of  the  Legion.  At  December  31,  1980,  $683,150  in  Trust  Funds  has  been  approved  for  use  in  designated 
programs  during  1981. 

NOTE  8—  PENSION  PLAN: 

Pension  expense  under  the  Legion’s  defined-benefit  pension  plan  was  $599,690  in  1980.  At  January  1,  1980,  the  most  recent  date  for  which  actuarial  information  is 
available,  the  market  value  of  plan  assets  and  the  actuarial  present  value  of  vested  benefits  (using  an  assumed  rate  of  return  of  6%)  allocated  to  the  Legion  were 
approximately  $7,214,000  and  $7,129,000,  respectively.  The  present  value  of  nonvested  benefits  was  not  computed  by  the  Legion’s  actuaries. 

NOTE  9— LEASE  CONTRACTS: 

During  1977,  the  Legion  entered  into  an  operating  lease  for  the  rental  of  computer  equipment  through  July,  1982.  The  minimum  monthly  rental,  which  is  modified 
whenever  the  components  of  the  equipment  are  changed,  currently  amounts  to  approximately  $18,000.  otal  rental  expense  for  computer  facilities  under  this  lease  was 
$220,446  in  1980  and  $228,219  in  1979. 

In  addition,  the  Legion  has  a lease  with  the  State  of  Indiana  for  rental  of  the  National  Headquarters  building  in  Indianapolis  through  November,  198 1 . According  to 
the  terms  of  the  lease,  in  lieu  of  rental  payments  the  Legion  is  required  to  maintain  the  interior, of  the  building,  as  well  as  provide  adequate  insurance  on  the  building.  The 
cost  of  maintenance  and  insurance  approximated  $365,000  in  1980  and  $247,000  in  1979.  The  Legion  has  the  option  of  renewing  the  lease  on  the  same  terms  through 
November,  1985. 

NOTE  10— RECLASSIFICATIONS: 

The  1980  financial  statements  are  presented  in  a new  format  and  the  1979  statements  have  been  revised  to  permit  comparison.  The  amounts  shown  for  1979  in  the 
accompanying  statement  of  revenue,  expenses  and  changes  in  fund  balances  are  included  to  provide  a basis  for  comparison  with  1980  and  present  summarized  totals 
only.  These  changes  had  no  effect  on  the  excess  of  revenue  over  expenses  for  1979. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
CORPORATION 

S.  Perry  Brown  (Texas),  President 


Foreseeing  the  necessity  for  a regular  annual  income  to  support 
its  war  veterans  rehabilitation  and  child  welfare  programs,  The 
American  Legion,  in  the  year  1925,  conducted  a national  cam- 
paign for  contributions  to  support  those  two  programs.  The  pro- 
ceeds from  the  campaign  were  placed  in  the  custody  of  The 
American  Legion  Endowment  Corporation  as  trustee,  a goal  of  $5 
million  having  been  set  and  generous  contributions  being  re- 
ceived. 

The  corporation  was  incorporated  in  1925  under  the  laws  of  the 


State  of  Delaware  and  a trust  agreement  was  entered  into  between 
The  American  Legion  and  the  corporation  under  which  the  funds 
were  administered  by  the  corporation  and  the  annual  net  income 
therefrom  was  paid  to  The  American  Legion  for  the  use  of  the  two 
programs  described. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  endowment  fund  is  summarized 
as  shown  below  for  each  of  the  five  preceding  years.  The  figures 
shown  were  taken  from  the  annual  audits  of  Geo.  S . Olive  & Co. , 
Indianapolis,  Indiana. 


December  31, 

December  31, 

December  3 1 , 

December  3 1 , 

December  3 1 , 

1980 

1979 

1978 

1977 

1976 

TOTAL  ASSETS 

$7,294,883 

$7,297,577 

$7,258,445 

$7,159,699 

$7,439,164 

Investments 

7,170,044 

7,205,633 

7,048,669 

7,034,954 

6,956,947 

Net  interest  received 

605,235 

577,261 

560,767 

485,658 

517,708 

Expense 

Excess  of  income 

26,866 

18,232 

14,841 

1 1 ,256 

14,192 

Over  Expense 
Earnings  transferred 

578,369 

599,029 

545,926 

466,920 

503,516 

to  The  American  Legion 
Yield  on  average  book 
value  of  Investments 

593,711 

525,000 

450,000 

675,000 

525,000 

(per  cent) 

8.67 

8.46 

8.14 

7.96 

7.47 
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The  Spirit  of  America 


Mystic  Seaport  by  Alfred  Eisenstaedt 
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America  meant  a new  start.  And  the  men  who 
landed  here  started  a world  with  new  goals,  new  customs, 
even  a new  whiskey.  Old  Grand-Dad  still  makes  Kentucky 
bourbon,  the  only  truly  American  whiskey,  just  the  same 
as  we  did  in  1882.  It's  the  spirit  of  America. 


Old  Grand-Dad 


Kentucky  Straight  Bourbon  Whiskey.  86  Proof.  Old  Grand-Dad  Distillery  Co.,  Frankfort.  KY  40601. 
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Tended  Scotch 
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IT  WAS  seventeen 
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